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ALSEA (AP) — A love for 
flamenco guitar brought John 
Shelton and Susan Farretta 
together during college in the 
mid-1960s.

It was only the beginning 
for Shelton-Farretta Guitars.

“John was always look-
ing for a better guitar, so we 
started building a better gui-
tar,” says Farretta, Shelton’s 
wife of 46 years.

Shelton and Farretta of 
Alsea are master luthiers who 
have built custom flamenco 
and classical guitars as a team 
for the past 40 years.

“I  grew up in  the 
Philippines, where the guitar 
is almost the national instru-
ment,” Farretta said.

Shelton, who grew up in 
Portland, got an early intro-
duction to woodworking, 
including basic cabinetry.

A t  P o r t l a n d  S t a t e 
University (then known as 
Portland State College), 
Shelton became fascinated 
with flamenco guitar.

“About my freshman year 
at college I took up the guitar 
and started playing. I taught 
myself for years,” Shelton 
said.

A good friend of his, who 
also played guitar, helped him 
build his first guitar in 1967.

“We just sat down and 
built a couple of guitars 
together,” Shelton said. “Of 
course, being a woodworker, 

it just came natural.”
Shelton and Farretta met 

at the University of Portland, 
where she was enrolled.

“He was playing flamenco, 
and I was very interested in 
flamenco dance, and that was 
kind of the impetus when we 
finally got together,” Farretta 
said.

Shelton taught Farretta 
what he knew about build-
ing guitars, and she was as 
devoted as he was. They got 
married in 1971.

Shelton played flamenco 
guitar professionally for more 
than 40 years, and also taught 
students. The flamenco gui-
tars were popular early on.

“He always had a student 
waiting for the next one to 
take, because it was all lim-
ber, wonderful and easy to 
play,” Farretta said.

The couple performed and 
toured with several differ-
ent companies and groups in 
addition to building guitars.

“We were always build-
ing. It was a very busy life,” 
Farretta said.

They also built classical 
guitars for friends in Portland, 
until they met a famous cus-
tomer with a special request.

Renowned classical gui-
tarist Manuel López Ramos 
came to Portland to perform a 
concert and was interested in 
meeting Shelton to see if he 
could repair a double-body 
guitar that he had bought in 

Couple builds custom 
flamenco, classic guitars
By Patrick Fancher
Corvallis Gazette-Times

See GUITARS on page 29

701 Domestic Services

BLAKE & SON – Commercial,

Home & Rentals Cleaning

WINDOW CLEANING!

Lic. & Bonded • 541-549-0897

~ I and I Crystal Cleaning ~

Have your home and business

crystal clean! with the best rates

in town. Now accepting new

clients, so call today to schedule.

Licensed & Bonded, Refs.

541-977-1051

"CLEANING QUEEN"

Serving the Sisters area!

Call Maria at 541-213-0775

704 Events & Event

Services

SISTERS FARMERS MARKET

Fir St. Park. Fridays, 2-5:30pm

thru 9/29. Organic fruits+veggies,

fresh meats, local crafted jewelry,

clothing, art, food, and live

music. SNAP benefits accepted

SistersFarmersMarket.com

802 Help Wanted

TAKING APPLICATIONS for

Laird Superfood Production

P-T positions. We are looking

for hardworking, dependable

individuals with an eye for detail

to package our product. Need

help Mon.-Thurs. Email Lauren

at lauren@lairdsuperfood.com

Sisters Park & Recreation

District is looking for qualified

middle school Football and

Volleyball Coaches for the

fall 2017 season. Contact

Jeff at 541-549-2091 or at

jeffl@sistersrecreation.com

CAREGIVER: 2 to 10 hours per

week for backup & weekends at

Mac's Country Haven. $13/hr.

Call Sarah, 541-549-6958.

Sisters Mainline Station is

currently hiring for F/T and P/T

Cashiers and Gas Attendants.

Health insurance provided,

summer bonus available, 401k

after one year! Apply in person

at Railway & Hwy. 20.

Immediate Opening for

LOG HOME APPLICATOR.

F-T, seasonal position. Will train.

Good wage for enthusiastic team

player! Call Swiss Mountain Log

Homes at 541-385-6006.

Landscape Maintenance, F-T:

Sisters Landscape Co. is now

hiring! Must have valid ODL.

Will train, starts at $15/hr. Call

541-549-3001 or email résumé

to: sisterslandscape@gmail.com

Home Health Professional ~

Good salary, 12-hour shifts.

For interview call 541-420-0501.

CAREGIVER: One day per

week. Call 541-598-4527.

MONTE'S ELECTRIC is now

hiring experienced Journeyman

Electrician. Hiring Bonus &

Benefits! Call 541-719-1316.

Black Butte Painting is

now hiring. All experience

levels, pay DOE. Email

blackbuttepainting@gmail.com

Fifi's Hauling Service seeks a

hardworking, reliable manual

laborer. Call 541-971-1714.

SNO CAP DRIVE IN seeks

Night Manager, P-T Property

Manager, Counter Help and

Short-order Cooks (exp. pref.).

Come in person for app/drop off

résumé, 380 W. Cascade Ave.

Summer Job Opportunities!!!

FOOD & BEVERAGE:

AM & PM Cooks & Baker

Food Runners / Counter Cashiers

Host / Hostess

AM & PM Dishwashers

Aspen Lounge Bartender

Catering Bartenders

Beverage Cart Attendant

GOLF MAINTENANCE:

Greens Keepers

MAINTENANCE:

Groundskeepers

SPA:

Licensed Massage Therapist

& Nail Tech

Excellent seasonal benefits!

Great working environment!

For immediate consideration,

apply today:

www.BlackButteRanch.com

Response to Nature is now

hiring summer employment in

all realms of landscaping. Great

opportunity to work outdoors!

Call to apply: 541-504-2840.

BANK OF THE CASCADES

Customer Service Teller

in Sisters, Oregon!

Customer Service and cash

handling experience required.

Perform a variety of customer

service activities for new and

existing customers as a paying

and receiving teller. Contribute to

the efficient and effective

operations of the Branch,

providing the "best" in customer

service and upholding Bank

customer service values. Submit

your résumé for consideration to:

dluz@botc.com

999 Public Notice

NOTICE OF

PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that the

City of Sisters will conduct the

following public hearings at

Sisters City Hall, 520 E. Cascade

Avenue, Sisters, OR 97759:

August 17, 2017 at 5:30 PM –

City of Sisters Planning

Commission Public Hearing

File #:  CUP 17-01;

Applicant: New Cingular

Wireless PCS LLC, c/o Amanda

Nations, TAEC

Project Description:

Construction of a new

telecommunication facility

including communication

equipment attached to a new 120’

field light standard and ground

equipment located within a

11’-5” x 12’-0” shelter at the

base of the proposed light

standard.

Project Location: 15200

McKenzie Hwy, Map and Taxlot:

1510050000900

Applicable Criteria: Sisters

Development Code Section 2.7

(Public Facility District), Chapter

2.15 (Special Provisions),

Chapter 3 (Design Standards),

Chapter 4.1 (Applications and

Procedures), Chapter 4.2 (Site

Plan Review) and Chapter 4.4

(Conditional Use Permits).

August 23, 2017 at 6:30 PM –

City of Sisters City Council

Public Hearing

File #:  TA 17-01;

Applicant:  City of Sisters

Land Use Application/

Proposal: The following

Development Code text

amendments (TA 17-01) are

proposed and intended to clarify

existing code language and

modify processes and standards:

Chapter 1.3 – Definitions;

Chapter 1.4 – Enforcement;

Chapter 2.15 – Special Provisions

(Section 2.15.300 Accessory

Dwelling); Chapter 3.2 –

Landscaping and Screening

(Section 3.2.300 Screening,

Fences, and Walls); Chapter 4.1 –

Types of Applications and

Review Procedures; Chapter 4.3

– Land Divisions and Lot Line

Adjustments; Chapter 4.5 –

Master Planned Developments;

and Chapter 4.6 – Cottage

Developments. The proposed text

amendments will affect all

properties located within City

limits, as applicable.

Public oral or written testimony

is invited. The hearings will be

held according to SDC Chapter

4.1 and the rules of procedure

adopted by the Council and

available at City Hall.

Questions, concerns and/or

written testimony regarding these

applications should be directed to

BreAnne McConkie, C/O the

Community Development

Department, PO Box 39, Sisters,

Oregon, 97759 or via email at

bmcconkie@ci.sister.or.us, or by

phone at (541) 323-5208.

Failure to raise an issue in

person, or by letter or email

before or during the hearing, or

failure to provide statements or

evidence sufficient to afford the

decision-maker an opportunity to

respond to the issue, may

preclude an appeal based on that

issue with the State Land Use

Board of Appeals. All evidence

relied upon by the hearings body

to make a decision is in the

public record and is available for

public review. Copies of this

evidence can be obtained at a

reasonable cost from the City.

Copies of the City’s staff reports

shall be available for review upon

request at no cost at least seven

days before the hearings.

Testimony may be provided in

writing to the staff member listed

above prior to or during the

public hearing, and anyone

wishing to testify will be given

the opportunity to speak on this

application during the public

hearings. All relevant testimony

will be considered. The meeting

location is accessible to persons

with disabilities. Requests for an

interpreter for the hearing

impaired or for other

accommodations for persons with

disabilities should be made at

least 48 hours before the meeting

by calling Kerry Prosser, City

Recorder, at (541) 323-5213.

C   L   A    S    S    I    F    I    E    D   S

Do you want to reach double the amount 

of visitors Sisters usually has?

27,000+ cars will come 
through Sisters during 

the eclipse.*

Advertise in the August 16 

Special Solar Eclipse Issue 

of The Nugget.

Call Karen at 541-549-9941 no later than 

Thursday, August 10 to place your ad. 

She’ll help you get the right size to fi t your bud-

get and the process is easy — design is free.  

*Source: ODOT


