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Oregonians have non-gender option

By Andrew Selsky

Associated Press

SALEM (AP) — In a
move hailed by LGBT rights
groups, Oregon became
the first state in the U.S. on
Thursday to allow residents
to mark their gender as “not
specified” on applications for
driver’s licenses, learner’s
permits and identity cards.

Under the new rule
approved by the Oregon
Transportation Commission,
Oregonians who select the
new option will have an X
appear instead of M or F on
those cards. The rule, which
takes effect on July 3, is a first
for the U.S., David House,
spokesman for Oregon’s
Driver and Motor Vehicles
Division, or DMV, told The
Associated Press.

“It’s fitting that this
is before us during Pride
Week in Oregon and Pride
Month around the country,”
said Commissioner Sean
O’Hollaren. “It’s something
that we should do because it’s
the right thing to do.”

The DMV said the new
rule, which the commission
passed unanimously, came
about after a Multnomah
County judge in June 2016
allowed Jamie Shupe, a
Portland resident, to legally
change to “non-binary”
gender.

“There’s a little more
truth and justice in the
world today,” said Hayley

Gorenberg, deputy legal
director of Lambda Legal,
the oldest and largest national
legal organization that advo-
cates for the civil rights of
lesbians, gays, bisexuals,
transgender people.

Gorenberg said in a state-
ment that when appearances
don’t appear to match gender
markers on ID cards, people
“endure insults and psycho-
logical trauma that could
largely be averted if they
had an option to use a gender
marker that does not contra-
dict who they are.”

Lambda Legal said that
nationally, people have been
harassed and even assaulted
after presenting IDs to police,
hospital workers, employers,
airport staff, bank tellers and
others that don’t match their
gender identity or expression.

DMV Administrator Tom
McClellan choked up as he
read letters of support to the
commission, including from
someone who encountered an
embarrassing situation while
going through a body scanner
at an airport, and the security
officer didn’t know whether
to push the blue button for a
male passenger or a pink one
for a female one.

House said Oregon is the
first state or jurisdiction in
the U.S. to create this option,
but is not the first on the con-
tinent, and that the Canadian
province of Ontario imple-
mented the X option earlier
this year.
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“It’s exciting to see
Oregon’s Department of
Motor Vehicles adopt this
change. We know gender is
a spectrum and some people
don’t identify as male or
female,” said Nancy Haque,
co-executive director of Basic
Rights Oregon, the state’s
largest nonprofit LGBTQ
advocacy group.

The group said other cul-
tures and other countries that
recognize non-binary genders
include India, Bangladesh,
Australia, New Zealand and
Nepal.

In California, the state
Senate by a 26-12 vote passed
a bill on May 31 to add a
third gender option on state
IDs, sending it to the state
Assembly. The California
Family Council, a conserva-
tive Christian group, opposes
it, arguing that “govern-
ment documents need to
reflect biological facts for
identification.”

The DMV said it studied
state laws, updated computer
systems, worked with law
enforcement and courts and
changed administrative rules
to implement the change and
comply with the Multnomah
Court’s order. Judge Amy
Holmes Hen ruled that “The
sex of Jamie Shupe is hereby
changed from female to
non-binary.”

Shupe was quoted last
year by The Oregonian/
OregonL.ive as saying: “I was
assigned male at birth due to
biology ... My gender iden-
tity is definitely feminine.
My gender identity has never
been male, but I feel like I
have to own up to my male
biology. Being non-binary
allows me to do that. I'm a
mixture of both. I consider
myself as a third sex.”

I HAYDEN
gHOMES

New homes starting at
$299,990, McKinney Butte Rd.
and N Trinity Way

Qg ttAYDEN-HOMES.com
M i o

newhome,Star
New Home Star Oregon, LLC 12y CCB# OR-172526

31

CENTRAL
OREGON

KELLERWILLIAMS.

170 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters
(In Barclay Square, behind BJ’s Ice Cream)
Offices also located in Bend and Redmond

To view all our listings go to: central-oregon.kw.com

20155 Marsh Rd., Bend  $749,000

¢ 3-bedroom, 2-bath,
: 2,000 sq. ft. home
1 o Full Cascade
il mountain views
== o 8.75 acres, 5 acres
underground irrigation
on timers
| ® Barn or covered RV
| parking, shop
| o Master on main

SHELLY HUMMEL, Broker
541-480-8523 o shelly@sellbend.com

70627 Ponderosa, Black Butte Ranch ¢ $575,000

* 3 bedrooms plus loft,
2.5 baths, 2,059 sq. ft.
® 0.51-acre lot

i o Greatroom with
wall of windows

.}l © Sleepsupto 12
§ ° Attached double garage
* Pellet stove
* Spacious deck

CAROL ZOSEL, Broker, SRES (Seior Real Esote Specials)
503-616-8712 @ carolzosel@kw.com

¢ 3-bedroom, 2-bath,
2,103 sgq. ft. home
* 0.14-acre lot
{ ® Builtin bookcases
#¥ * Hardwood and slate floors
{ ¢ Fully landscaped
* Master suite with private
balcony

CHUCK HARPER, Broker, RENE (Recl Estate Negofiation Expert) ¥
503-915-9417 o chuckharper@kw.com |

686 W. Jefferson Ave., Sisters ® $318,500

® |n desirable Pine Meadow
¢ 2-bed, 2-bath townhome
* Vaulted ceilings with huge
dormer windows
¢ Hardwood floors, gas fire-
place, granite countertops
B o Great kitchen with stain-
d less appliances

o New deck over-
looks stream

STEVE MCGHEHEY, Broker
541-420-8103 ® stevemcgheheymps@gmail.com

Beautiful Luxury Home SOLD

e By OREGON LIFESTYLE
PROPERTY GROUP!

* We can help you sell your
home, tool!

¢ Call for a “Hassle-Free”
market analysis TODAY

* Our TEAM offers over
25 years of experience &
5-Star Service
Guarantee!
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JODI SATKO, Broker
541-550-0819 e satkosellsoregon@gmail.com

@ Each office independently owned and operated.




