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The Sisters Outlaws faced 
up to a tough week, with 
games against two of the top 
teams in the Sky-Em League. 
The Outlaws recorded a 45-32 
win at home against Cottage 
Grove (CG) on Wednesday, 
February 8. Two days later, 
the Outlaws suffered a 31-28 
overtime heart-breaker to the 
Bulldogs at Sutherlin.

Sisters, Cottage Grove and 
Sutherlin entered the week in 
a three-way tie for first place 
in league. In the first round of 
league play, Sisters lost to CG 
by one on a last-second shot 
and beat Sutherlin by one at 
home in Sisters. The squad 
knew that both games this 
second time around would be 
dogfights.

The Outlaws game at 
home against CG was moved 
from Tuesday to Wednesday 
due to inclement weather. The 
team played well, controlled 
the tempo of the game and 
executed very well. Sisters 
did let up a bit in the final 
quarter, but forged through to 
win by 13.

Sisters’ defense stifled 
the Lions, one of the most 
offensive teams in the state. 
In Cottage Grove’s previous 
game, they scored almost 90 
points, and the Outlaws’ great 
team effort held them to 32 
points.

Coach Rand Runco said, 
“We can’t say enough about 
how well we have defended 
this season. Our offense has 
been coming steadily, but, 
most important, our confi-
dence and composure has 
improved. Each team we have 
played has tried a new tactic 
against us, and CG hurt us 
outside in the last one-point 
loss. Our defensive effort was 
awesome, and we really hurt 
them inside and out. It was a 
terrific effort and a real state-
ment about our teamwork.”

Ty Horner was a force 

inside for the Outlaws, along 
with Tanner and Tyler Head, 
and Keegan Greaney, who all 
pounded the glass.

“Tanner was a beast on the 
glass, and the other four bigs 
did not let up,” said Runco.

The Outlaws perimeter 
also played well, handled 
pressure and traps, and hit 
open shots.

Greaney and Horner each 
scored nine points, Ben Saba 
contributed seven, and Tyler 
and Tanner Head, and Jack 
Berg each scored six.

The Outlaws went 12-for-
15 from the line.

Two days later,  the 
Outlaws suffered a devastat-
ing overtime loss at Sutherlin.

“We knew this would be 
a battle at Sutherlin, and we 
played well. It was a good 
game, but the bottom line was 
they did not allow us many 
looks and we missed many of 
the looks inside,” said Runco. 
“We got the ball inside pretty 
well, but the Sutherlin match-
up zone didn’t give a lot of 
clean looks.”

The game was close the 
first two quarters, and at 
the half Sisters held a 14-11 
advantage. The Outlaws out-
scored the Bulldogs by three 
in the third and took a 24-18 
lead.

Sisters only got a few 
touches in the final period and 
weren’t able to get a point on 
the scoreboard. The Bulldogs’ 
slow and patient offense held 
the ball most of the quarter, 
and Sisters missed the few 
good looks they had. The 
Bulldogs put up six points in 
the fourth and tied it up 24-24 
with one minute left in the 
game.

Sisters held the ball for 
the last shot. That proved to 
be difficult because Sutherlin 
had only been called for two 
fouls in the half, and they 
used their fouls to stop the 
clock in the last 30 seconds.

Sisters struggled to set up 
a play, but finally got the ball 

to the baseline with a second 
left. The Outlaws had an open 
fast look, but didn’t get the 
shot off, and the game went 
into overtime.

Sutherlin continued to 
hold the ball and slowly ran 
down the clock. The Bulldogs 
hit a deep three, but Sisters 
answered back with a quick 
bucket. The Outlaws pres-
sured and fouled, and the 
Bulldogs converted both 
shots.

With 1.4 seconds left on 
the clock, Tanner Head took 
the ball out and fired a beauti-
ful pass to Horner, who made 
a move. Ty had a deep open 
look from about 30 feet for 
the tie that was on point but 
fell a little short.

Runco told The Nugget 
that the Outlaws repeatedly 
got the ball in the paint, but 
did not get to the line one 
time. The Outlaws aver-
age about 15 points from the 
stripe every game, but this 
time they had zero points 
from the stripe and zero from 
the perimeter, which was the 

difference in the game.
“It was a tough loss on 

the road and put all three 
top teams back to a tie,” said 
Runco. “We have to regroup 
and come home for Junction 
City (JC) on Tuesday, and 
then on the road to Elmira. 
Both will be tough games, and 
then it’s on to the playoffs.”

“Our goal is to keep 
improving each practice and 
game. We are so proud of 
how well the boys are playing 
together and keep battling to 
get through league in the best 
position possible.”

The Outlaws were to 
play at home against JC on 
Tuesday, February 14. On 
Friday, Sisters will wrap 
up league play on the road 
against Elmira.

Outlaws split games against top teams
By Rongi Yost
Correspondent

Tanner Head scores against Cottage Grove.
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Award-winning natural-
ist, photographer, and author 
Kathleen Dean Moore is 
returning to Paulina Springs 
Books with her first work of 
fiction.

In this beautifully nar-
rated story, set in the fic-
tional Alaskan town of Good 
River Harbor, a young fresh-
off-the-ferry pianist butts 
heads with a seasoned busi-
nessman who has made his 
fortune exploiting nature. 
From the vivid descriptions 
of Alaskan flora and fauna, 
to the questions about what 
obligations we have to nature 
seething beneath the text, 
“Piano Tide” will constantly 
remind you that its author is 
a renowned naturalist. 

The Sisters public is 
invited to join in a conver-
sation with Kathleen Dean 
Moore about this latest  
work. 

The event cover charge 
is $5 per group at the 
door. If you buy the fea-
tured book, your $5 will be 
refunded off the price of the  
book.

Paulina Springs Books is 
located at 252 W. Hood Ave. 
in Sisters. 

For more information call 
541-549-0866.

Naturalist 
Kathleen 
Dean Moore 
introduces 
novel at  
book store

Breakfast & lunch 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Nightly dining until 10 p.m. (21 & over) 

171 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters | 541-549-2631
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Orders to go 

welcome 

Connect with us 
for great specials!

Wed ....................Vegetable Beef
Thurs .............Cream of Spinach
Fri .. Clam Chowder & Vegetable

Sat..........Clubhouse Tomato
Sun ................Potato Cheese
Mon ..... Tomato Gorgonzola
Tues ............Chicken Noodle

Vegetable Beef Sat Clubhouse

SOUP OF THE DAY
 February 15th - February 21st

Join us for 

breakfast 

bright and early! 
Starting at 

6:30 a.m. every day

MEANINGFUL

MEDICINE

Kim Hapke, Naturopath
971-409-0908

Sisters Art Works Building

M NINGFULMEANINGFUL

DICINE

Let me 
fi gure out what 
can help with 
your “mystery” 
health complaints. 
FREE CONSULTATIONS

SISTERS HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

541-549-1740
141 W. Main Ave., Sisters
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Sunday, 12-4 p.m.

Donations accepted
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

541-549-1621
254 W. Adams Ave., Sisters
Hours: Mon.-Sat., 9 a.m.-5 p.m.

Closed Sundays

Donations accepted
Mon.-Sat., 10 a.m.-4 p.m.

Annual 

$6 BAG SALE!
Fri., Feb. 17 
9 a.m.-5 p.m.
Clothing Only.

Thrift Store ReStore

50% OFF
PILLOWS, PAINT 

& PLANTS

541 5549 16549 1541 5549 1

Purrrfect!

Yay!


