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Tiffany Tisdel and Deb Riehle celebrate Teague Wessel's Geobee success.

Fifth-grader wins
middle school Geobee

By Erin Borla

Correspondent

Fifth-grade student Teague
Wessel is the Sisters Middle
School Geographic Bee
Champion. He recently tested
for the regional champion-
ship. If Wessel is in the top
100 students in the region
he will attend the State event
held in Salem.

The National Geographic
Bee is an annual competition
organized by the National
Geographic Society, designed
to inspire and reward stu-
dents’ curiosity about the
world. Students from 10,000
schools across the United
States compete in the 2017
National Geographic Bee
for a chance to win college
scholarships.

Wessel says he was excited
to win the first time in the
competition.

“My favorite thing is
learning about the terrain on
earth, like mountains,” he
said. “It was cool to learn
how the continents move.”

Fifth-grade teacher Tiffany
Tisdel worked to have

fifth- and sixth-grade students
at Sisters Middle School com-
pete this year. Just fifth-grad-
ers competed last year.

Students competed in a
written and verbal test, and the
top 10 from each grade com-
peted for the school’s title.

The winning query at
SMS’s event was, “name the
country where the endangered
snow leopard lives.”

“I love it (the GeoBee)
because it helps students see
where we sit in the world,”
says Tisdel.

Her students prepare by
doing weekly geography les-
sons using printed atlases.

“They (the atlases) are
getting harder to find every
year,” she says. “They keep
going out of print. Something
about looking at a map, it
helps develop a sense of
place.”

Next year Tisdel hopes to
include fourth and seventh
grades and add in the eighth
grade the following year.

“I think others should par-
ticipate because geography
can be important later in life,”
Wessel said.
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A great grey owl has taken up residence at a local Sisters ranch.
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The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS

1 Apple
computers

5 Outer garment

10 Greek letters

14 “__my dead
body!”

15 Cyclist
Armstrong

16 Monthly
expense

17 Wesson
products

18 Emphasize

20 lke’s initials

21 Genealogist’s
drawing

22 _ of the world;
elated

23 Bessie Smith’s
music

25 Feasted on

26 Mom or dad

28 “| __ allegiance
to the flag...”
31 Old saying
32 Globe Created by Jacqueline E. Mathews 2/15/17
34 Scientist’s
workplace — Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —
36 Cauldrons DOWN
37 Rot 1 Inagood __;
38 Conflagration upbeat
39 “Roses __ red, 2 Zealous
violets...” 3 Made merry
40 Hole-filling 4 Class about to
substance graduate: abbr.
41 Keep a 5 Red wine
cooking turkey 6 Doily materials
moist 7 Asingle time
42 Albert & Fisher 8 Highest heart
44 May, June, etc. 9 Barbie’s beau
45 Building wing 10 Trimmed a tree
46 Stove 11 Warmth
47 Incline 122__6is3
50 Beach surface 13 Staircase piece
51 Org. for Bears 19 Carried
and Panthers 21 Melody
54 Canadian 24 Table supports ¢ 207 Tribune Content Agency, LLC
province 25 Actress Sheedy gnis Hesemed
57 Michelin 26 Family member 38 Viper’s tooth 48 Misplace
product 27 Think highly of 40 Mounds 49 Baker’s need
58 Drug addict 28 Speak to God 41 James __; 007 50 Mixer speed
59 “_ Low, Sweet 29 Shiny 43 Go away 52 On the house
Chariot” 30 Our planet 44 Be in charge of 53 Not as much
60 Singles 32 Moistens 46 _ cats and 55 Okla.’s time
61 Crooked 33 Sept.’s follower dogs; pours zone
62 Rudely brief 35 Hive dwellers 47 Ignore with 56 Have debts
63 Grows older 37 Sword fight contempt 57 __ T, exactly
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