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Gail Horner of West Linn 
wrote:

I’m so very proud to see 
my grandson play on a team 
which honors our country by 
standing with their hands on 
hearts during the National 
Anthem, and to hear my 

granddaughter sing the song.
Love Sisters and their 

coaches who encourage 
respect for the USA. Thanks 
for such a nice week. And 
congrats to the Outlaws for 
winning the tournament! 

Happy New Year!

Sisters salutes...
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PORTLAND (AP) — A 
federal judge has denied 
Oregon refuge occupier Ryan 
Payne’s request to withdraw 
his guilty plea.

U.S. District Judge Anna J. 
Brown ruled Wednesday that 
Payne’s plea in the Oregon 
case wasn’t, as his attorney 
argued, contingent on reach-
ing a plea agreement in a 
case against him in Nevada, 
The Oregonian/OregonLive 
reported.

“Payne’s factual state-
ments supporting his guilty 
plea were both thorough and 
unequivocal,” Brown wrote 
in her 32-page ruling.

Payne, of Anaconda, 
Montana, acknowledged in 
July that he conspired with 
others to prevent Interior 
Department employees from 
doing their jobs during the 

41-day occupation of the 
Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge.

Payne was one of 11 
defendants to plead guilty 
before others in the case went 
to trial and were found not 
guilty.

Payne was one of three co-
defendants who filed motions 
to withdraw guilty pleas. The 
judge hasn’t issued rulings 
on the other motions filed by 
Joseph O’Shaughnessy and 
Eric Flores.

In Nevada, he’s accused 
of organizing “armed protec-
tion” in an April 2014 stand-
off over impounding Cliven 
Bundy’s cattle.

Payne’s attorney had also 
argued that his client’s plea 
should be withdrawn because 
Ammon Bundy — Cliven 
Bundy’s son — and others 

were acquitted of the same 
charges. Brown ruled that the 
plea stood on those grounds 
as well.

“This is not a case in 
which there is a new ques-
tion as to Payne’s factual 
innocence after the trial of his 
co-defendants,” Brown said. 
“Indeed, it remains undis-
puted that Payne was a leader 
of the occupation of the 
(Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge).”

Under the plea agreement, 
federal prosecutors were to 
recommend a 12-year sen-
tence, but Payne could have 
argued for seven years. It is 
unclear if that recommended 
sentence will remain since 
no plea agreement has been 
reached in the Nevada case.

Payne will be sentenced at 
a later date.

Judge denies Payne’s motion to undo guilty plea

Be a part of the “At Your Service” Sisters businesses newspaper section 

that lets people know what’s special about you and your business. 

Full-color Ad + Mini-Story = 

Powerful Advertising

2-week special section in 

The Nugget January 11 & 18

Each participating advertiser receives a full-color ad 

both weeks and a mini-story with photo about 

you and your business in one of the issues. 

Free design of your ad is included!

Save more than 50% — total

cost for both weeks is just $245

Don’t miss out. 
Space is limited and it sells out!

Ad size 3” wide x 3.31” high

Call Karen 

at The Nugget 

541-549-9941 

to reserve your space!

Sample ad and mini-story

Paulina Springs Books
Sisters’ long-standing independent bookstore, Paulina Springs 

has become a cultural hub for the community, offering events with 

authors from across the region.

On September 24, Paulina Springs will host former Oregon Gov-

ernor Barbara Roberts, who will discuss her book “Death Without 

Denial — Grief Without Apology.” 

When Roberts’ husband, Frank Roberts, was dying from lung 

cancer, she had to look inside of herself as well as beyond herself to 

fi nd ways to survive what felt unbearable. What Barbara Roberts 

learned during the fi nal year of her husband’s life, and her subse-

quent years of grieving, fi ll the pages of this honest and inspiring 

new book.

Paulina Springs offers games and toys as well as books, monthly 

sales and a great selection of books — many of which come as staff 

recommendations.

541-549-0866 
252 W. Hood Ave.

Sisters, Oregon

30% OFF
Plush Toys 

& Adult 
Puzzles

We Get Your Books Fast!
� Special orders generally arrive in 1-2 days! 

� No added costs - just the price of the book! 

� Have them shipped anywhere in the world!

Increase 

your business 

during the 

slow season!
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