
Wednesday, November 9, 2016 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        27

provides for kids is amaz-
ing,” she said. “I feel blessed 
that my kids get to live in 
Sisters and attend one of 
the best school districts in 
Central Oregon. My husband 
and I were paying for private 
school in California because 
the public system wasn’t 
good. I love the elementary 
school. The faculty is great, 
the programs are great and the 
class sizes are small (which 
is something every parent 
dreams of)!”

Brang and her family were 
fortunate to find a home that 
worked for their family in 
town. 

Mallory Corcoran and 
her husband, Chris, moved 
last year to a rental in Sisters 
from Bend with their three 
kids, ages 7, 5, and 1. Chris 
has worked with Jeff Wester 
at Ponderosa Forge for the 
last 10 years, and they finally 
had the opportunity to move 
in July 2016. 

“When we had the oppor-
tunity to move our family we 
were excited to finally have 
us all in one place,” says 
Corcoran. “We’ve talked 
about a move to Sisters for 
years, we love the small-town 
feel — living in Bend most 
of our lives, it’s just not the 
same any more.” 

Other families are hav-
ing a difficult time finding 
work and housing. Another 
family moved to town this 
past spring. The mother, who 
wishes to remain anonymous, 
along with her husband, their 
two children ages 5 and 7 and 
their dog have been living 
in a four-person tent in the 
National Forest for the past 
several months. 

“We moved from Florida 
last April when my husband 

lost his job,” she said. “We 
started in Bend, but there 
were so many people it 
reminded us of where we 
were. Someone told us about 
Sisters, and we came here and 
never left.”

Working through the 
Family Access Network and 
NeighborImpact, they are 
currently looking for a place 
to stay at least through the 
winter to get out of the ele-
ments. Median rent in Sisters, 
according to the real estate 
website Trulia, is close to 
$1,500 a month. 

“We can afford about 
$500 a month in rent, but it’s 
hard to find a place for that 
amount,” the woman said. 
“NeighborImpact has a pro-
gram but we aren’t sure how 
much they’ll be able to sup-
port us — and the program is 
for a year; we’re fine camping 
in the summer. We just need 
to get out of the elements 
now.

“We don’t want to move. 
We fell in love with Sisters,” 
she said. “It’s a great com-
munity — everyone is so nice 
and helpful.”

Clare and Andy Neito 
moved from Black Forest, 
Colorado, in October of 
2015. With two small kids in 
elementary school, they had 
driven through Sisters and 
fell in love. Andy works from 
home in the tech industry and 
travels on occasion. 

“We looked in Corvallis, 
Washington state, Salem 
and Eugene where you can 
get a lot more house for 
your money,” said Clare. 
“Honestly, the deal-breaker 
for us was the schools. I did 
a ton of research and Sisters 
came to the top in all my 
lists.”

Andy spent much of his 
life in the military; because 
of that his family has moved 
quite a bit. 

“I’m a mover,” said Clare. 
“I don’t ever want to move 
from Sisters; I love it here.”

FAMILIES: It can be a 
struggle to afford to 
live here
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PORTLAND (AP) — 
Thousands of Oregon stu-
dents are taking advantage of 
a new state grant that waives 
community college tuition for 
low-income students.

T h e  O r e g o n i a n /
OregonLive reports that 
according to preliminary 
enrollment figures from state 
education officials, about 
6,000 students statewide 
are taking community col-
lege classes through Oregon 
Promise.

Officials say that figure is 
about what was expected for 
the first-year program.

The Oregon Promise pro-
gram subsidizes commu-
nity college tuition for stu-
dents who graduated from 
an Oregon high school in 
the spring or summer with at 
least a 2.5 cumulative GPA, 
or have completed their GED 
this year.

The larges t  number 
of Oregon Promise stu-
den ts  a t t end  Por t land 
Community College, the 
state’s largest post-second-
ary institution. Chemeketa 
Community College in 
Salem had the second most  
enrollees.

6,000 students statewide  
use Oregon Promise grants
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24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Curt 541-480-1404 • Zach 541-420-8170

“If you want the job done, give them a call. 
Their work ethic was beyond impressive.”

— Marcia Tripiano

Sisters Owned

PUMP & ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Essentials 
Skincare

541-480-1412  |  541-588-6271  |  492 E. Main Ave.  |  Mon-Sat Flexible Hours  |  www.SistersEssentials.com

Sugar Scrub Body Glow Trio
Free with every $100 purchase 

of Éminence products.
Through November, while supplies last, $40 value.
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Gift with purchase!

Express Facial

 just $45!

DELICIOUS PIZZA, FRESH SALAD BAR, 
BURGERS, SANDWICHES & MORE!

FULL BAR • HAPPY HOUR 3-6 PM
DRAFT, WELL AND BAR APPETIZERS

541-549-8620
425 Hwy. 20 W. (Next to Bi-Mart)

Mon-Thurs 11 am-8 pm, Fri 11 am-9 pm, Sat 8 am-9 pm, Sun 8 am-8 pm • Lounge Open Later

This Wee

BOOK NOW 

FOR HOLIDAY 
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TAKEOUT AVAILABLE


