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With the hustle and bustle 
of the holidays approaching, 
it’s easy to overlook your 
pets and how they might 
react to all the new holi-
day decorations, food and 
foliage.

When it comes to the tan-
talizing new decorations and 
increased activity around the 
house, remember to think 
like your furry friend. Your 
curious cat or rambunctious 
dog is like a human kid in a 
layer of fur when it comes 
to their curiosity level about 
holiday lights, decorations, 
wrapped presents, and the 
aroma of holiday cookies 
baking.

Holiday decorations are 
meant to spark wonder, curi-
osity, and delight — which 
for pets spells trouble!

The holidays should be a 
happy time for you and your 
furry friend, not a time for 
an emergency visit to your 
veterinarian. With some 
planning and a little train-
ing, you can make things 
more festive for Rover and 
Kitty and less stressful for 
you. Keep in mind that pets 
are sensitive to changes in 
their environment and rou-
tines. Especially around the 
holidays when family mem-
bers take off from school, 
houseguests come to stay, or 
other visitors roll through the 
house in droves. 

You need to stick as 
closely as possible to your 

pet’s routines — regular 
meal schedules, walks and 
play sessions.

Remember, dogs have an 
exceptional sense of smell, 
so keep an eye on the holiday 
table and secure leftovers 
and garbage to prevent your 
pet from foraging among the 
holiday foods. Turkey bones 
left over from your holiday 
dinner can pose a choking 
hazard for pets. 

Lean meat like turkey 
is fine to treat Rover with, 
but watch out for rich, fatty 
foods like ham, gravy, or 
grease, which can cause 
problems ranging from stom-
ach upsets to pancreatitis. 

Keep your dog away from 
nuts, especially almonds, 
walnuts, and pistachios, they 
can cause stomach upset. 
Macadamia nuts can be toxic 
to dogs!

Chocolate is also a prob-
lem, because dogs love 
its flavor. Problems from 
ingesting chocolate range 
from diarrhea to seizures and 
death. And beware of raisins, 
grapes and onions, which are 
all toxic to pets. 

If you don’t want to leave 
Rover or kitty out, indulge 
them with a special dog or 
cat treat stuffed in a food-
carrier toy, such as Kong.

There’s nothing like a 
real Christmas tree during 
the holidays. The pine fra-
grance is so appealing. Your 
furry friends think so, too. 
Christmas trees are mildly 
toxic. Fir-tree oils can be 
irritating to the mouth and 
stomach. Both live and arti-
ficial tree needles are sharp 
and indigestible.

And before you deck the 
halls with boughs of holly, 
think twice. Holly is poison-
ous to cats and dogs. Bright 
ornamental plants are a great 
way to dress up the house 
during the holidays but keep 
holly, mistletoe, poinsettia, 
and any forms of lily out of 
your pet’s reach. 

Puppies and kittens may 
want to jump up on your 
fresh-smelling tree; after all 
you’ve brought the outdoors 

inside for them. Before deco-
rating your holiday tree try to 
secure it to the wall or ceil-
ing so it doesn’t tip and fall, 
causing injury to your pet. 

Unfortunately,  some 
dogs, especially puppies, like 
to chew on electrical cords, 
which can lead to electri-
cal shock, burns, or pos-
sible death. So, check your 
holiday lights frequently for 
any signs of chewing. And 
turn the lights off and unplug 
them when you are not home.

Those stunning Christmas 
ornaments, sparkling icicles, 
and shiny garland may look 
pretty, but they can be a 
source of danger to your 
curious pet. When decorat-
ing your tree with lights keep 
them at the top of the tree, 
away from Rover and Kitty. 

Part  of the fun of 
Christmas is to place beau-
tifully wrapped gifts cov-
ered with bows and ribbons 
under the tree. But your curi-
ous furry friend may decide 
your gifts could make great 
chew toys, which could pose 
a choking hazard or end up 
obstructing the intestines. 

Don’t use edible orna-
ments, or cranberry or pop-
corn strings. Your pet may 
try to knock the tree down 
in an attempt to reach them. 
Your furry friend may enjoy 

playing with your ornaments 
that they can reach, so keep 
ornaments off the lower 
branches. 

Nowhere does the aver-
age family dog get into 
so much trouble as at the 
front door! Guests do have 
to knock to be known, and 
your dog just might love to 
door-dash with over-the-top 
excitement. If you haven’t 
had time to train for all the 
comings and goings at the 
door, it’s always good prac-
tice to either have your furry 
friend crated or provided 
with a quiet place to retreat 
during the festivities. Make 

sure Rover has his own safe 
area with fresh water, a few 
treats, and toys.

So now you can relax 
and enjoy the festivities of 
the holiday knowing that 
you’re taking good care of 
your furry friend. Once you 
know the hazards, a little 
care and precaution will go 
a long way to keep the holi-
days a safe and happy time 
for everyone. 

If you think your pet 
has come into contact with 
something poisonous, con-
tact your veterinarian imme-
diately or call the Pet Poison 
Helpline at 1-800-213-6680. 

Pet safety during 
the holidays
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Greet fall with a 

beautiful,white Smile!

Advertising in � e Nugget works! 
Call Karen at 541-549-9941 today! 

Advertising in 

   The Nugget Works!
We’ve tried diff erent advertis-

ing avenues, and � e Nugget gets 

the best response and feedbackm 

We ask people where they heard 

about us and more often than 

not, it’s therem You may attract 

some tourists because of your 

location or fl ashy signage, but 

what we’ve learned is everyone 

in town reads � e Nuggetm It’s 

the best bang for our buckm It 

brings in locals and fi rst-tim-

ers year ’round, even in the slower monthsm

Karen and � e Nugget staff  know how to reach your target audiencem � ey 

fi nd the words, phrases — and even created for us a customized and unique 

look that is instantly recognizablem � ey’ve done a phenomenal job in help-

ing us change our ad every week to highlight what’s happening – and bring 

in the customersm When � e Nugget comes out on Wednesday, the phone is 

ringing and people come inm

After 20 years in the food industry in LA and NY, it’s been great to deal 

with a real person, not a nameless/faceless voice on the phone, but someone 

who knows their friends and neighborsm We are supporting our small-town 

newspaper and community with our advertising dollars — because it worksm

Tom Buck and Jeannie Gilgenberg-Buck, owners of Cork Cellars
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