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the principal caregiver of a 
trumpeter swan she named 
“Grace,” who was suffering 
from a fishing lure embedded 
in its mouth. At the time, she 
had only limited facilities for 
caring for the largest water-
bird in North America, but 
she made the most of what 
she had. 

She released the swan on 
the Deschutes near Bend. 
The magnificent bird eventu-
ally made its way to Sunriver, 
where the staff of the Nature 
Center immediately estab-
lished a nesting site for Grace 
and her new mate, where 
they successfully raised two 
cygnets.

When Wolf went down to 
Sunriver to see the new fam-
ily, she called to the swan, 
who quickly responded to her 
voice, and calling to her mate 
and offspring, came over to 
see her old friend who got her 
through the fishing lure crisis.

Perhaps the plight of the 
present swan will also end 
like that, but for the moment, 
it’s pretty tough going for 
both swan and Wolf.

Feeding the injured animal 
demands a diet that’s not eas-
ily come by. Marty St. Louis, 
manager of the Summer Lake 
Wildlife Management Area, 
sent along buckets of vegeta-
tion with the swan that will 
keep the injured bird going 
on native food until she 
becomes comfortable with 

eating commercial swan mix. 
Wolf spends hours con-

sulting about “Hope” with 
other rehabbers around the 
country, such as Renee Schott 
at a waterfowl rehab facility 
in Minnesota.

Twice a day she has to 
enter the “waterfowl recov-
ery room” — an addition to 
the Wolf home especially 
built for swans in 2014 — to 
change bandages and admin-
ister medicines to fight infec-
tion in the wounds. Her vis-
its are not well received by 
the huge swan, who, if she’s 
rattled enough, could hurt 
herself, and/or Wolf. But all 
comes into focus with Wolf’s 
love of what she does for 
wildlife.

How, why, and who shot 
the swan in the wildlife area 
is undergoing investigation. 
The trumpeter is a protected 
species, this one wearing 
a bright green collar that 
is impossible to miss, and 
the bird itself difficult to be 
misidentified as a tundra, 
a smaller swan that can be 
legally hunted.

The trumpeter swan is 
an “indicator species” of 
healthy wetlands and water-
ways where waterfowl 
should thrive in clean waters 
and high-quality habitats 
capable of supporting myriad 
plant and animal species. 
Trumpeters are also symbols 
of hope — showing that sci-
ence, partnerships, and per-
severance can bring a spe-
cies back from the brink of 
extinction.

By 1933, fewer than 70 
wild trumpeters were known 
to exist, and extinction 

seemed imminent, until aerial 
surveys discovered a Pacific 
population of several thou-
sand trumpeters in Alaska. 
Then, careful reintroductions 
by wildlife agencies and the 
Trumpeter Swan Society 
gradually restored the North 
American wild population to 
over 46,000 birds today.

ODFW’s  Wate r fowl 
S t a m p  P r o g r a m  a n d 
USFW’s “Partners for Fish 
and Wildlife Program” has 
helped immeasurably Also, 
several smaller-scale private 
wetland projects have been 
accomplished with combined 
funds from ODFW’s Habitat 
and Access Program in the 
Summer Lake Wildlife Area 
vicinity. 

Now Elise Wolf and her 
Native Bird Care facilities is 
deep into the trumpeter swan 
conservation effort. But she 
has to use her personal funds 
to keep doing what she’s 

doing. At some point she 
wants to get Hope a pool so 
she can be more comfortable.

The public can donate 
to by going to www. 
nativebirdcare.org, where 
you can also see photos of 
Hope and Wolf’s other feath-
ered patients. You can also 
search for her charges on  
Facebook.

SWAN: Second  

swan rehabbed  

at Sisters facility

Continued from page 3

“Hope” is a wotnded female trtmpeter swan in the special waterfowl 
recovery room of wildlife rehabber, Elise Wolf’s hotse near Sisters. 
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PORTLAND (AP) — A 
study out of Portland State 
University suggests Oregon 
has almost fully recovered 
from the Great Recession.

T h e  O r e g o n i a n /
OregonLive reports that 
researchers with Northwest 
Economic Research Center 
concluded that the state is 
nearing full employment lev-
els and that Oregon’s recent 
economic growth can be 
expected to drop off in the 
coming years.

Already some job sec-
tors are slowing growth. 
Manufacturing has already 
slowed thanks to job cuts at 
Intel and other companies.

In the long run, the study 
found it is unclear what will 
sustain Oregon’s economy in 
coming years, but the econ-
omy is not faltering.

PSU: State 
nears ftll 
employment 
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