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We treat people as gen-
tlemen not because they are, 
but because we are.

— Steve Glode

My late father used the 
above expression often. 
I don’t think he invented 
it but I heard it a lot as a 
kid. We used to have spir-
ited political discussions 
around the dinner table, but 
his bottom line was always 
we were to be gentlemen in 
all our dealings — regard-
less of how different our 
views were from others and 
regardless of how they con-
ducted themselves.

This mantra has come 
into play with me countless 
times as my career evolved 
from inner-city caseworker 
to social-worker to child-
protection program manager 
to private-practice attor-
ney to district attorney to 
international development 
manager.

It has saved me at each 
juncture.

Each turn in my life pre-
sented unique challenges to 
test this maxim. This elec-
tion makes it more diffi-
cult than ever to follow my 
dad’s advice.

I was born and raised in 
New Haven, Connecticut, 
and I had the chance to visit 
my old home-town recently. 
I walked the green in the 
center of town with my wife 

and regaled her with sto-
ries about my childhood. I 
took her to the spot on the 
green where as a child I 
stood with my mother and 
watched then-presidential-
candidate John Kennedy 
give a speech. I was in the 
sixth grade and she thought 
it such an important event 
she took me out of school 
that day to hear him, some-
thing she never did for any 
reason.

You see I was raised 
Catholic and, believe it or 
not, a Catholic presiden-
tial candidate was a huge 
deal then, and especially to 
Catholics. There were fears 
by non-Catholics that the 
Pope would run the country 
if Kennedy got elected and, 
as irrational as these fears 
were, they were very real to 
those who held them.

Fear worked in Nixon’s 
favor but, happily, not 
enough (although he would 
have an encore a few 
years later). The fears of 
a Catholic conspiracy, of 
course, were not realized. 

Anger and fear have 
always been a part of our 
politics, and I have seen it 
play a role in each and every 
election since. Once the 
election is over, it generally 
dissipates over time and we 
pick up the pieces and move 
on. Historically, candidates 
eventually treat each other 
as the gentlepeople in the 
above expression, and we 
live to fight another day.

I’m not sure that will 
happen this time. 

There is a lot of fear in 
some quarters in this coun-
try over the way things are 
changing, and changing rap-
idly — from the shrinking 
coal mines in West Virginia 
to the rust belt’s declining 
manufacturing to globaliza-
tion. Our values, our cul-
ture, our economy seem to 
be evolving in strange and 
mysterious ways and with 
a lightning speed we cannot 
fathom. Change has been 
fast-tracked. It can be scary. 

The deep-rooted fears are 

coming from all angles and 
everywhere. I recently read 
the column “Flaming out” 
in this paper, and although 
at first blush my impression 
was the column was merely 
a disorganized, angry rant 
I now believe it came from 
widely held fear at the way 
things are changing. Heck, 
it even appeared on page 2, 
so Mr. Rullman is not alone 
with his anger.

This unsettling feeling 
is almost universal, now, 
on both sides of the politi-
cal spectrum. We are put 
in a position where we are 
questioning everything and, 
mostly, we fear just letting 
go. I am not aware of any 
time when letting go was so 
universally worrisome.

I am far more concerned 
about November 9 than 
November 8. I write this col-
umn well before it appears 
in the paper, so while it is 
written before the election 
it likely will not appear until 
after we know the results. 
As of this writing one candi-
date has not said whether he 
will honor the results. Many 
have suggested a revolution 
is in order as the only way to 
ensure the change they seek. 
The more fear and anger are 
fanned the more entrenched 
and polarized we become. 
There will be no spiking 
the ball after this is over. 
Everyone, all of us, me and 
you will need to let go of a 
lot when this is done.

The change will not 
end on November 9, it will 
merely accelerate. Perhaps 
we can all take a deep breath 
and remember what my dad 
said. 

Fear and change
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Outward

Dan Glode 

Columnist

The Sisters Elementary 
School  Parent -Teacher 
Community (SPTC) will 
soon host the first of three 
family nights this school 
year. Family Art Night is 
scheduled for Thursday, 
November 10, from 5 to 7 
p.m. at Sisters Elementary 
School. There is no cost to 
attend. 

Family Art Night began 
several years ago when a 
team of parents and teach-
ers crafted several projects 
for families to complete 
together. The event was 
designed to celebrate creativ-
ity and togetherness. After a 
short hiatus, SPTC brought 
the event back in a big way 
last school year. 

“Last year we had a great 
turnout — close to 250 peo-
ple,” said Erin Borla, SPTC 
vice-chair. “We wanted to 
host the event earlier this year 
so students could have an 
opportunity to create some-
thing they could give as a gift 
during the upcoming holiday 

season if they so chose.”
Activities at this year’s 

event range from watercolor 
painting to building with 
clay, mask-making, sewing 
bean bags, making magnets 
and more. All together there 
will be 14 stations of proj-
ects, all designed for students 
ages 4-10. 

Thanks to a grant from 
The Roundhouse Foundation 
the event is free for all partic-
ipants. Families are encour-
aged to bring a picnic dinner 
and enjoy being together as 
a community. Food will be 
provided for sale from a local 
restaurant, and there will be 
desserts available for sale. 

Other  family nights 
scheduled include Science/
STEM Night in January and 
Reading/Literacy Night in 
April. 

For more information 
on Family Art Night or 
the Sisters Parent-Teacher 
Communi ty  a t  S is te rs 
Elementary School, contact 
Haley Ellis at 971-570-2405.

Family Art Night on tap 
at elementary school
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