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Rylee Weber scored twice vs.  Sweet Home.
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And she siores...

CROW (AP) — An early 
spring and ideal summer 
growing weather led to an 
early wine grape harvest in the 
southern Willamette Valley.

“It definitely helped ripen 
the fruit the way we want 
it,” Sweet Cheeks Winery 
& Vineyard winemaker Leo 
Gabica said.

Sweet Cheeks and other 
wineries nestled in the hills 
around Eugene had their 
grapes off the vine by the end 
of September — typically 
when the harvest starts.

This year’s harvest is the 

earliest King Estate, south-
west of Eugene, completed 
in its more than two-decade-
long history. “You credit that 
to the quality and ripeness of 
the fruit,” Chief Executive 
and co-founder Ed King said.

Area winemakers and win-
ery owners said 2016 looks 
to be another great year for 
grapes, particularly in terms 
of quality. It follows two 
memorable harvests, which 
produced exceptional yields 
and left cellars well stocked 
with aging wine.

“It is just astonishing, the 
quality of the fruit,” King 
said.

Winemakers still must 

tally the tonnage of this year’s 
harvest, but many said it will 
not be as large as either of the 
past two record-setting years. 
Wineries in the southern 
Willamette Valley harvested 
8,618 tons of wine grapes in 
2015 and 7,038 tons in 2014, 
up from 4,731 tons in 2013, 
according to data from the 
Southern Oregon University 
Research Center in Ashland.

Optimal weather for much 
of the year and an early start 
to the growing season con-
tributed to the early harvest 
and fruit quality, experts 
said. Winter was not too cold, 
spring was mild, and the sum-
mer had little extreme heat.

Early harvest, great grapes for Oregon
By Dylan Darling
The Register-Guard 

The freshman girls took the title in Powderpuff Football last week.
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Powder puff...
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