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CENTRAL POINT (AP) 
— A project to protect some 
of the last remaining stands 
of old-growth oak savannas 
is underway in southwestern 
Oregon.

The two-year, $1.28 mil-
lion project is treating 1,400 
acres of public and private 
land in and around the Upper 
and Lower Table Rocks for 
oak habitat restoration, The 
Mail Tribune reported.

“It’s not about creating a 
museum piece,” said Darren 
Borgias of The Nature 
Conservancy. “It’s restoring 
a habitat that can continue to 
evolve.”

The Nature Conservancy 
a n d  K l a m a t h  B i r d 
Observatory have joined 
with the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management, U.S. 
Forest service and other fed-
eral agencies in the project 
intended to protect trees that 
can be more than 200 years 
old. Experts say only about 
10 percent of the low-eleva-
tion oak savannas that several 
hundred years ago stretched 
from northern California 
to British Columbia still  
exist.

The restoration work 
includes reducing the threat 
of high-intensity wildfires.

“You’re going to have 
fire,” Borgias said. “The 
question is, how do you want 
your fire? To sustain the leg-
acy trees or to kill them?”

The Rogue Valley has 
pockets of old oaks. Areas 
around Agate Lake and in the 
Cascade-Siskiyou National 
Monument have signifi-
cant stands, as do the Table 
Rocks.

The oaks are important 
for various species, particu-
larly the Lewis’ woodpecker, 
which nests in cavities in the 
trees.

“Lewis’ woodpeckers 
have been slowly blinking 
out in the Western states 
along with the big oaks,” said 
botanist Kristi Mergenthaler 
of the Southern Oregon Land 
Conservancy.

The restoration effort in 
and around the Upper and 
Lower Table Rocks area 
last year included removing 
brush that posed a fire dan-
ger. Low-intensity prescribed 
fires are planned for this fall 
and spring.

“There’s more urgency 
to safe-harbor this habitat 
through upcoming climate 
change,” Borgias said. “This 
way, these oaks can lifeboat 
their way into the future.”

Project aims to save 
dwindling old-growth

PORTLAND (AP) — The 
leader of a 41-day standoff 
at a national wildlife refuge 
in Oregon testified that he 
orchestrated the takeover to 
take “a hard stand” against 
the federal government’s con-
trol of public lands and said 
the occupiers would not be 
successful unless they carried 
guns.

Ammon Bundy’s two 
days of testimony have taken 
jurors from his family’s high-
profile 2014 standoff with 
federal agents in Nevada to 
this winter’s occupation of 
Malheur National Wildlife 
Refuge, revealing the connec-
tions between the two. Bundy 
asserted the Nevada standoff 
triggered the activism that led 
him to Oregon. 

Though U.S. District 
Judge Anna Brown has tried 
to keep jurors focused on the 
criminal charges, the char-
ismatic Bundy has repeat-
edly tried to use the platform 
to amplify his message that 
Western states must win more 
control over vast federal land 
holdings. 

Bundy, 41, is among seven 
people accused of conspiring 
to impede federal workers 
from doing their jobs at the 
refuge during the occupation 
that lasted nearly six weeks. 
Four of the seven, including 
Bundy, are also charged with 
possessing a gun in a federal 
facility. If convicted, they 
face years in prison. 

Bundy said he did not 
conspire with anyone in the 
weeks prior to the Jan. 2 
occupation. He met a group 
at a restaurant 30 miles from 
the refuge and suggested they 
take it over during a rally sup-
porting two ranchers set to 
return to prison for arson.

“I proposed to them that 
we go into the refuge, and we 
basically take possession of it, 
and we give these lands back 
to the people,” Bundy said.

He said he wasn’t armed 
on the refuge but acknowl-
edged telling others to carry 
guns. Otherwise, the occupa-
tion had no chance of success, 
he said.

“Without the guns, they 
would have come out in a 
paddy wagon and put us in 
zip-tie handcuffs,” Bundy 
said of authorities. “We 
would never have been able 
to tell people why we were 
there.” 

Bundy testified that inter-
fering with federal work-
ers was never a consider-
ation. He wanted to gener-
ate media coverage of the 
treatment of Dwight and 
Steven Hammond, father-
and-son ranchers convicted 
of setting fire to public land, 
and his belief that the U.S. 
Constitution gives the federal 
government very limited right 
to own land within a state. 

“This issue is the issue,” 
Bundy told the judge when 
she tried to limit his testimony 
about the Constitution. “This 
is why we went onto the ref-
uge and did what we did.”

Bundy maintains he tried 
legally to keep the Hammonds 
out of prison before deciding 
he had no choice but to take 
what he repeatedly called a 
“hard stand.”

Prosecutors contend the 
conspiracy began two months 
before the occupation, when 
Bundy met an Oregon sheriff 
on Nov. 5 to discuss the plight 
of the Hammonds. Bundy 
said that was not true.  

He testified that a police 
official helped ease tensions 
during a 2014 standoff with 
federal agents at his father, 
Cliven Bundy’s Nevada 
ranch. The federal agents tried 
to round up the elder Bundy’s 
cattle but backed off as they 
faced a large armed group. 

A video played for jurors 
showed the police official 
appearing to broker the deal 
that allowed Cliven Bundy’s 
cattle to go free.  Ammon 
Bundy said that official 
protected his family, and 
he figured Harney County 
Sheriff Dave Ward in Oregon 
would do the same for the 
Hammonds. But he said the 
discussion with Ward got no 
results.

Carrying guns to get message out
By Steven Dubois

Associated Press

Use Your Home to Stay at Home
WITH A REVERSE MORTGAGE

Call Shelley Nelson, 
Reverse Mortgage Specialist

541.385.6112 Ext. 2302
NMLS 351571

Shelley.Nelson@
directorsmortgage.net
This is not a commitment to lend. 
Consumer Loan License NMLS-3240, CL-3240
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541-595-3838 The Ranch • 541-549-5555 in Sisters
see all our listings at blackbutte.com

Open daily at Black Butte Ranch, 9 to 5
adjacent to the Lodge Pool Complex
Don Bowler, President and Broker ~ 971-244-3012

Gary Yoder, Managing Principal Broker ~ 541-420-6708
Dick Howells, Principal Broker ~ 541-408-6818
Phil Arends, Principal Broker ~ 541-420-9997

Joe Dye, Broker ~ 541-595-2604 | Carol Dye, Broker ~ 541-480-0923
Steve Post, Broker ~ 541-480-5415

BLACK BUTTE RANCH REAL ESTATE 

  Howells Realty Group                  

  Exclusive Onsite Realtor!

–Over half our agents live at The Ranch–
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GLAZE MEADOW 12
$619,000 | mls 201604180

GREAT FAMILY RETREAT!

GLAZE MEADOW 373
$895,000  |  mls 201601652

INDOOR LAP POOL!
— Serving all of Central Oregon — 

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE,CIAS, GRI, SRES

541-480-0183

www.sandygoodsell.com
Licensed Broker in the State of Oregon

Out West Realty

Sisters Hometown Realty

Build a new home 
on this property or 
just enjoy it as is!
Beautiful open space with 
views of the Cascade mtns. 
will move this property to 
the top of the “must-see” 
list.  End-of-the-road 
privacy adorns this 3-bed-
room, 2-bath 1999 manufactured home on 5.02 acres about 5.2 
miles from downtown Sisters and 18 minutes to Bend. Super close 
to the new Cloverdale Fire Station. Private well, septic, and pump 
house/shed along with a couple small paddocks for 4-legged critters 
could also be the perfect place to add a barn or shop without com-
promising the views. 67395 Rabbitbrush Drive. $289,900.

Norma Tewalt & Ali Mayea
541-588-6007 | 401 E. Main Ave.

Stop by and visit with Tiana Van Landuyt & Shelley Marsh.

220 S. Pine St., Ste. 102 | 541-548-9180

Superior
Escrow
Execution

Ultimate
Service


