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Girls cross-country team steps up in big meet

By Charlie Kanzig

Correspondent

“Run like a team and go
after Philomath,” was the
battle cry that Coach Josh
Nordell gave to the girls’
cross-country team in prepa-
ration for the Paul Mariman
Invitational. The team
delivered as the Outlaws
placed second in the meet,
just nine points behind the
host Warriors, among 28
teams, mostly from the 4A
ranks.

Philomath and Sisters
were ranked second and
third in the most recent 4A
coaches’ poll and the meet
was the first head-to-head
encounter of the two teams.
Most of the other top-ranked
teams also competed in the
meet, other than number-
one-ranked Tillamook. In
the end, Sisters came up
just short, but the differ-
ence between the two teams
is minimal, according to
Nordell.

“The girls ran great
together and they really raced
hard as a group for the first
time this season,” he said.

“Considering we ran basi-
cally even with Philomath
on their home course without
Molly Winter finishing, I am
really happy with the way the
team performed.”

The key for the Outlaws
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was having the five scorers
run in a tighter bunch. Anna
Bartlett and Sophie Borders
finished just 14 second apart,
but it was also the work of
Tate Ricker, Engracia Diez,
and Zidane Galant-LaPorte
who closed the gap among
the scorers.

Bartlett finished in 11th
place (21:07), and Borders
crossed the line in 15th
(21:21) to lead the Outlaws
up front. Ricker (22:14)
placed 24th, Diez 37th
(22:49), and Galant-LaPorte
(23:15) 43rd to complete the
scoring. Galant-LaPorte’s
surge to the finish where
she passed a runner in the
final step helped Sisters edge
Catlin Gabel, the top-ranked
3A girls team, by one point.

Philomath won the meet
with 109 points, 10 points
ahead of Sisters at 119. Catlin
Gabel finished third (120),
Scappoose fourth (131) and
Siuslaw fifth (167) among 19
complete teams.

The Outlaws, who fin-
ished second at last year’s
state meet, appear to be ready
to compete with any and all
4A teams with a month to go
before the 2016 state meet.

For the boys team —
which continues to improve,
according to Nordell — the
challenge is having its stron-
gest runners healthy and
available for the important
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meets to come.

Jordan Pollard returned
to action after having to step
out of last week’s meet with
a tight calf and placed fif-
teenth in 17:40. The Outlaws
got Cole Pade back (19:01),
but were missing number-
two runner Josh Liddell,
who had a scheduling con-
flict. However, Jack Berg
(20:28.0) and Peyton Myhre
(20:28.7) ran much stronger
and closer to the middle of
the pack than earlier meets.
Will Werts 21:05) returned
to action after missing earlier
meet, to place fifth for the
Outlaws.

The Outlaws finished 18th
among 25 complete teams

with 429 points. Number-
one ranked Valley Catholic
ran away with the team title
with 84 points. The next two
places went to 3A schools
Bandon (113) and East Linn
Christian (144), while 4A
schools Phoenix and Siuslaw
finished fourth (169) and
fifth (214).

“Both of our varsity teams
and our junior varsity teams
continue to improve week
after week, so I am very
pleased with their continued
growth,” said Nordell.

The Outlaws are sched-
uled to run at the George Fox
Classic at Mission Bottom
State Park on Saturday,
October 15.

OTOBY HARR POLLARD
Engracia Diez crosses the finish
line for the Outlaws.
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Wwed.~Oct. 12

Friday~Oct. 21

Saturday~Oct. 29

The Belfry Live Music with
Kenny White 8 to 11 p.m.
$12 online at bendticket.com
or $15 at the door. Pub opens
one hour before the show for
refreshments. For additional
information call 541-815-9122
or go to belfryevents.com.

The Belfry Live Music with
Poor Man’s Whiskey and
Coral Creek 810 11 p.m.
The first of a two-night event!
Pub opens one hour before
the show. For additional
information call 541-815-9122
or go to belfryevents.com.

Saturday~Oct. 15

Saturday~Oct. 22

Cork Cellars Live Music
with Jim Cornelius & Mike
Biggers 7 to 9 p.m. No cover!
For additional information call
541-549-2675 or go online to
corkcellars.com.

Sunday~Oct. 16

Faith Hope & Charity
Vineyards Octoberfest!

11 a.m. to 1 p.m. for harvest
brunch and 1to 5 p.m. for
harvest celebration. $10 cover
fee. Scavenger hunt, pumpkin
decorating & more! For more
info call 541-526-5075 or go to
faithhopeandcharityevents.com.

The Pines Clubhouse
Strings in Sisters 1:30 to

3:30 p.m. Free acoustic music
jam, open to all! Bring your
instrument or just come enjoy
the music at 612 Brooks Camp
Rd. For additional information
call 541-719-0497.

Cork Cellars Live Music
with Brent Allen 7 to 9 p.m.
No cover! For additional
information call 541-549-2675
or go to corkcellars.com.

The Belfry Live Music with
Poor Man’s Whiskey and
Coral Creek 810 11 p.m.
Second night! Pub opens one
hour before the show. For info
call 541-815-9122 or go online
to belfryevents.com.

Monday~Oct. 24

Sisters High School Bingo
& Community Dinner 5:30
to 6:30 p.m. for dinner, just $2
per plate for a meal sponsored
by Los Agaves! Bingo starts
at 6:30 p.m., 11 games for
$15 with great prizes. Doors
open at 5 p.m. Sponsored by
Outlaws Together and SPRD;
proceeds go to SHS athletics.
Info: Tim, 541-549-4050.

Thursday~Oct. 20

Friday~Oct. 28

The Belfry Live Music with
Carolyn Wonderland &
Hannah Jane Kile 8 to

11 p.m. $17 online at
bendticket.com or $20 at

the door. Pub opens one
hour before the show for
refreshments. For additional
information call 541-815-9122
or go to belfryevents com.
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Downtown Sisters 4th
Friday Art Stroll 4 to 7 p.m.
Galleries & shops feature live
entertainment & refreshments!
sistersartsassociation.org.

The Belfry Halloween
Extravaganza with David
Jacobs-Strain and the
Crunk Mountain Boys 8

to 11 p.m. Pub opens one
hour before the show for
refreshments. For additional
information call 541-815-9122
or go online to belfryevents.
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Cork Cellars Live Music
with Benji Nagel 7 to 9 p.m.
No cover! For additional
information call 541-549-2675
or go to corkcellars.com.

Friday~Nov. 4

The Belfry Live Music with
Grateful Bluegrass Boys
8to 11 p.m. Pub opens one
hour before the show for
refreshments. For additional
information call 541-815-9122
or go to belfryevents.com.

Saturday~Nov. 12

The Belfry Live Music with
Leo Kottke 8to 11 p.m. Pub
opens one hour before the
show for refreshments. For info
call 541-815-9122 or go online
to belfryevents.com.

Saturday~Nov. 19

The Belfry Live Music with
Hillstomp 8 to 11 p.m. Pub
opens one hour before the
show for refreshments. For info
call 541-815-9122 or go online
to belfryevents.com.

Friday~Nov. 25

Fir Street Park Sisters
Christmas Tree Lighting
Ceremony 5:30 p.m.
Sponsored by the Sisters
Area Chamber. Join in singing
Christmas carols and warm
up around the fire pit! Three
Sisters Lions Club will be
selling popcorn & hot drinks.
For info call 541-549-0251.

Downtown Sisters 4th
Friday Art Stroll 4 to 7 p.m.
Galleries & shops feature live
entertainment & refreshments!
sistersartsassociation.org.

Deadline to submit items
is by 5 p.m. Fridays to
teresa@nuggetnews.com

Reserve yours today by calling,*
stopping by, or emailing
SIStersmeat@gmall com.
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