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Outlaws clawed by the Cougars

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

The Outlaws lost 12-10
on the road to the Cascade
Cougars on September 9.

Cascade got on the score-
board first with a long drive,
which at one point was kept
alive on a fake punt play. The
Cougars, who are 1-1, took
the lead on a three-yard run
by Mitchell Bell.

On the following posses-
sion, Sisters’ Minam Cravens
put Sisters on the board with a
38-yard field goal. The drive
was highlighted by a 32-yard
run off the left side on a well-
blocked play by the Outlaws.

Cascade dominated pos-
session of the ball much of the
first half, due largely to their
run-orientated offense. It was
a quiet second quarter, and at
the half the Cougars held a
6-0 lead.

Late in the third quarter,
Bell stretched the Cougar lead
to 10 points with a 40-yard
pass to Michael Biddington
on a crucial third-and-eight
situation.

With 38 seconds left in the
final quarter, Christopher Luz
rushed one yard into the end
zone, Cravens’ kick was good,
and Sisters pulled to within
two points of Cascade. The
Outlaws were unable to get
the ball back on an onside kick
attempt and the game ended
in a 12-10 loss for Sisters.

The Outlaws threatened to
score several times through-
out the contest, but just could
not finish their drives.
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Minam Cravens kicks a field goal versus Cascade.

Coach Gary Thorson
said, “Overall, the defense
played well after settling in
and adjusting to Cascade’s
ground-and-pound offense.
Linebackers Ryan Cook and
Jacob Gurney both stood out
for the Outlaws, as did Tyler
Head from his rover posi-
tion. After a rough start, the
defensive line did well and we
saw good things from Brady
Wessel, Joel Miller, Austin
Lake, Jaden Condel and Zack
Gulick.”

On the offensive side,
Jacob Gurney had a good per-
formance from his left tackle
position, and his counterpart
on the right side, Jake Welch,
showed good improvement as
well. Jacob Stevens was the
leading rusher, and Tanner
Head was the leading passer.

Cravens was a big help
to the Outlaws in his kicking
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debut on the gridiron, and
Zach Morgan once again had
a great night punting.

Thorson said, “It was a
very frustrating night for us
offensively, as we are not
clicking like we are capable
of. We played the defending
state champs tough in their
own house, but need to clean
some things up in a hurry as
we head into league play in
a few weeks. Our program
does not hang everything on
wins and losses, but we have
the talent and ability to not be
pleased with just moral victo-
ries against good opponents.
Everyone in the program has
to raise their game a bit to get
where I think we could be in
October and November, when
things really start to matter.”

The Outlaws will play
at Crook County on Friday,
September 16.
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Deadline approaches
for rodeo queen tryouts

Applications are being
accepted for the 2017 PRCA
Sisters Rodeo Queen, accord-
ing to John Leavitt, queen
selection committee chair.
Applications will be accepted
until September 21. Tryouts
are scheduled for Sunday,
September 25, 1 p.m. at the
Sisters Rodeo Arena.

Applicants must be 18
years to 23 years of age
before June 1, 2017, single,
have not been married and
must not have children. They
must supply their own horses
and demonstrate their riding
abilities. Proof of insurance
must accompany all applica-
tions. The queen must have
time available for appear-
ances at the 77th annual
PRCA Sisters Rodeo in June
and other events. She will
also represent the Sisters

Rodeo Association at other
Oregon rodeos.

Three judges will select
the queen based on personal-
ity, appearance, riding abil-
ity and the performance of
the horse. In addition to the
riding demonstration, con-
testants will be asked to give
a brief oral presentation and
respond to questions from the
judges.

The applicant selected will
receive a wardrobe, a Sisters
Rodeo belt buckle, travel
expenses and a $1,500 Sally
Leavitt Queen’s Scholarship
for continued education.

Complete information
and application forms are
available by contacting John
Leavitt at 541-419-3310 or
Yvette Moore 541-420-3333
or by visiting sistersrodeo
.com and click on “queen.”
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