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When the East Pointers 
kicked off the 21st Sisters 
Folk Festival at Village Green 
Park, the house was packed. 
And after just a few tunes 
the Canadian trio became 
a crowd favorite with their 
enthusiastic charm, upbeat 
Celtic rhythm and extraordi-
nary skill. 

With fiddler Tim Chaisson, 
t enor  ban jo i s t  Koady 
Chaisson, and Jack Charron 
playing guitar, the multitask-
ing talents helped to create a 
sound which makes it hard to 
believe there were only three 
players.

The inspiring collabora-
tion had the audience clap-
ping and dancing along.

Tim and Koady Chaisson 
are first-cousins and grew up 
together on Prince Edward 
Island off the east coast of 
Canada. 

“We were best friends 
as kids and played music 
together at an early age. We 
grew up playing the style of 
traditional Celtic music,” Tim 
told The Nugget. 

Most of their family, 
including uncles and cousins, 
play music and it goes back 
seven generations. 

“We are French Canadian, 
but where we grew up is 

greatly influenced by Scottish 
and Irish musical roots,” 
Chaisson added. 

Tim met Charron about 
eight years ago in Ontario, 
Canada and they became 
good friends. 

“We all played music 
and had been talking about 
starting a band for years,” 
Chaisson said. “We finally got 
it all together two and a half 
years ago and began writing 
our own songs. We wanted a 
fresh take on the traditional 
music — a bit of a contempo-
rary twist on the style.”

Natalie MacMaster, a 
Cape Breton fiddler, was a 
major musical influence on 
the band over the years.

“She plays several tunes 
from the Cape Breton tradi-
tion — a soulful Scottish style 
of folk fiddling,” Koady said. 
“Growing up she was defi-
nitely someone to look up to.”

Although each of the 
trio contributes as songwrit-
ers, Tim tends to be the lead 
singer when not performing 
instrumental melodies.

The trio went on the road 
when Koady finally retired 
from being a lobster fisher-
man to play the tenor banjo 
full-time with his cousin and 
Charron.

“For the past year and a 
half, we have been on the road 
full-time. We’ve been all over 

the world, Australia, the UK, 
Canada and Scandinavia,” 
Tim said.

The East Pointers have 
been to lots of folk festivals, 
but the trio said that the Sisters 
Folk Festival was a really 
amazing experience for them.

“We taught  a t  the 
Americana Song Academy 
at Caldera for the four days 
prior to the festival and it 
was incredible,” Tim said. 
“Our jaws dropped to see the 
beauty of the area that sur-
rounds the camp.”

Each year Sisters schools 
get to enjoy a taste of SFF. It’s 
a sneak-peek opportunity for 
Sisters students to listen to a 
handful of successful artists 
that enjoy giving back to the 
next generation of aspiring 

performers. And this year 
East Pointers were one of the 
artists that enjoyed interacting 
with the students.

“On Friday we played for 
the elementary school and at 
the high school. It was really 
wonderful to see how they all 
welcomed us with open arms. 
It’s amazing that they incor-
porate the Americana style in 
the school system,” said Tim. 

Last October the East 
Pointers released their first 
full-length album with all 
original songs, “Secret 
Victory.”

East Pointers bring Celtic magic to the festival
By Jodi Schneider McNamee
Correspondent

the east pointers delivered potent harmonies and high-energy playing at 
the Sisters Folk Festival.
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BEND — City leaders in 
Central Oregon are consider-
ing adopting a plan to tackle 
climate change, but it’s not 
clear yet whether the plan’s 
benefits will outweigh its cost. 

The Bulletin  reports 
that the Bend City Council 
is taking up a resolution 
Wednesday that would set 
goals for the community to 
reduce fossil-fuel emissions 
and call for a cost-benefit 
analysis of the plan. 

Environmental groups 
asked the City to develop a 
climate-change prevention 
policy and the City Council 
responded in May by forming 
a group to work on the issue. 
But some residents attending 
a July meeting questioned the 
wisdom of hiring someone 
to oversee the climate plan 
when Bend has an $80 mil-
lion backlog in road repairs 
and is strapped for cash.

Bend weighs 
cost, benefits 
of climate 
plan

INSURED, LICENSED & BONDED

CLEANING SERVICESCCCCCCCLEAN RVVICESSSpecializing In: 
Window & Screen Cleaning 

Home & Rental Cleaning

CALL FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE!

JEFF BLAKE • 541-549-0897

151 W. Main Ave., Sisters
541-549-FISH | Open 7 days a week

Easier 
Fly Fishing

with 
Tenkara-style rods

• Learn in minutes

• A fun way to fl y fi sh

• Great for adults & kids

• Take backpacking or hiking

• Aff ordable

Breakfast & lunch 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Nightly dining until 10 p.m. (21 & over) 

171 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters | 541-549-2631

SOUP OF THE DAY
September 14th - September 20th

Wed .........................Beef Noodle
Thurs .............. Mexican Chicken
Fri ....Clam Chowder & Vegetable
Sat...........Cajun Chicken Gumbo

Sun ................. Caulifl ower Swiss
Mon ................... Jalapeño Potato
Tues .......................... Beef Barley

Orders to go 
welcome 

Connect with 
us for great 

specials!

Join us for 
breakfast 
bright and 

early! 
Starting at 

6:30 a.m. 
every day

541-549-3534 
325 N. Locust St., Sisters

www.greenridgept.com

“You’re in the right hands”

Green Ridge Physical 
� erapy & Wellness is 
pleased to introduce our 
newest staff  member, Marie 
Risenmay, PT DPT. Marie off ers a specialized level 
of care with extensive ex perience in manual therapy 
and a particular interest in low back pain, pelvic 
dysfunction and pain-control strategies.

Welcome 
Marie Risenmay

P.T., D.P.T.

541-388-0190
LCB#8234
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 Sprinkler 

Blowouts

YOUR YEAR-ROUND 
IRRIGATION EXPERT

Bavarian & Kids’ 

Menu Food Price: $12

Under 8 Free

Beer & Wine: $5

St. Edward the Martyr 
Parish Hall

123 Trintiy Way
For more information 

call 541-549-9381
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50/50 RAFFLE!
SILENT AUCTION! 

GAMES! 

Polka 
Express! 

German Band

Sunday, 
September 18 

1:30 to 4:30 p.m. 


