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Slainte! To your health! 
We are all set for the largest 
book festival in the world. 
It’s in Edinburgh, Scotland, 
a world-class event since 
1983. It’s always in August, 
this year August 13-29.

I caught up with Frances 
Sutton, press manager for 
the Edinburgh International 
Book Festival, who was 
kind enough to provide some 
background and highlights 
for this event for book-lov-
ers, historians…well, for 
a wide variety of interests. 
You will see from her inter-
view it’s an event not to be 
missed

The Nugget: Can you 
give me an estimate of the 
number of visitors expected 
for the 2016 Edinburgh 
International Book Festival?

Su t ton :  We  expec t 
an attendance of around 
225,000 over the 18 days. 
We will welcome 800 par-
ticipants this year — writ-
ers, poets, illustrators, politi-
cians, journalists, historians, 
scientists, philosophers and 
playwrights.

The Nugget: Starting at 
the beginning of the Festival, 
what events stand out as 
memorable?

Sutton: Almost too many 
to choose from — some-
times the smallest events, 
with a brand-new author, 
can turn out to be extraordi-
nary! Some of the big names 
this year include Jackie 

Kay in conversation with 
Scotland’s First Minister, 
Nicola Sturgeon; actor Alan 
Cumming; novelist Jonathan 
Safran Foer launching his 
brand-new novel; former 
British Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown; 2016 Man 
Booker International Prize 
winner Han Kang, Nobel 
Peace Prize-winner Shirin 
Ebadi.

The Nugget: How are the 
presenting authors/speakers 
chosen? 

Sutton: Our director and 
program team work year-
round preparing the festival, 
and are already looking to 
2017. We develop themes 
that we think will be relevant 
for the year, stories which 
will be interesting and topi-
cal, and invite authors who 
fit into those themes. For 
example, under this year’s 
theme of “imagine better” is 
a strand on migrant stories 
— some first-hand accounts 
of people who have left their 
homes looking for a bet-
ter life, as well as books on 
Scottish migration to Canada 
in the 19th century.

The Nugget: How can an 
author/speaker get to partici-
pate in the Festival? 

Sutton: The program 
team travels the world, vis-
its other book festivals and 
meets publishers who pitch 
books to us.

The Nugget: What coun-
tries are represented by the 
authors/speakers? 

Sutton: This year we 
welcome authors from 55 

countries.
The Nugget: Are there 

success stories you want to 
talk about?

Sutton: A lovely suc-
cess story for this year is 
the launch of “Sorrows of 
Mexico.” Last year we set 
up a series of events with 
some Mexican novelists, 
poets and journalists whose 
work had never been trans-
lated into English. A pub-
lisher attended the events, 
and was so impressed and 
moved, he decided to invite 
seven Mexican journal-
ists to write about life in 
modern-day Mexico. That 
book will be launched at the 
book festival this year with 
three of the contributors 
traveling from Mexico to  
Edinburgh.

This interview with 
Frances Sutton gives you a 
flavor of what this event has 
to offer. The website for the 
festival (www.edbookfest.
co.uk) will provide you with 
the who, what, where and 

when for the 2016 Edinburgh 
International Book Festival. 
It’s not too late to go this 
year. If you can’t make it 
I’ll be reporting live from 
the Book Festival covering 

the speakers, topics and 
the people of Edinburgh 
and the world who have 
chosen to attend this pre-
mier event. Stay tuned!  
Slainte!

Edinburgh alive
By Macgregor hay
Columnist

Commentary...

edinburgh International Book festival is set to get into full swing.
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410 E. Cascade Ave.  •  P.O. Box 1027  •  Sisters, Oregon 97759
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Lazy days of summer 
are a great time to 

SCHEDULE 
KIDS’ DENTAL 
APPOINTMENTS

We’re committed to your family’s dental health! 

541.549.6061 | 311 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters

Fall Class Preview Party
One Day Only - Saturday, August 20, 10 am-3 pm

Register during the preview party and receive a 10% discount on your tuition!*
If you can’t make it to the party, register online anytime 

and still receive a 10% discount on your tuition.*
*Sorry, discount does not apply to Clubs, Workshops, Retreats, or Special Events.

16th Annual Quilter’s Stash & Swap Parking Lot Sale
Saturday, August 20, 10 am-3 pm, Behind the Stitchin’ Post

Fabulous buys on patterns, books, fabric, notions, knitting supplies and anything related to fi ber crafting.
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Tues-Sat 12-8 p.m.
391 W. Cascade Ave.

541-549-2675 
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LIVE MUSIC
SAT., 8/20, 7-9 P.M.

JIM CORNELIUS & 

MIKE BIGGERS

FREE WINE 
TASTING FRI. 5-7
FRIDAY & SATURDAY
SPECIALS: 

Mussels & Turkey Sliders

hair | massage | nails | facials | makeup

541-549-1784

161-C N. Elm St.

WHY 
Aveda?

Organically derived 

plant-based for a 

healthier you and 

healthier hair. 

Refi lls available.

™ 

Wednesday 5:15 to 6:15 p.m.
Taught by Karen Kassy, 

MS in Integrative Medicine 

life.love.yoga. 164 N. Elm St.

Happier If You Stretched?eetchedd??rrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr IIIIIIIIIfffffffffffffffffffffffffff YYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYooooouuu  SStrree
Improve health, strength, 

energy, mood & fl exibility. 
Decrease stress and pain. 

Stretch in a safe & 

fun environment.


