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Got a gardening problem?

By Kym Pokorny
0SU Extension

When you’ve got a gar-
dening question, try tapping
out a local phone number for
a customized answer instead
of delving into the impersonal
Internet.

The one-to-one contact
could mean the difference
between success and failure.

At the other end of the
phone line in 28 counties
sit Oregon State University
Extension Service Master
Gardeners poised to solve
your gardening problems — or
help keep them from happen-
ing in the first place.

More than 3,000 volun-
teers have graduated from 66
hours of intensive training in
topics from insect identifica-
tion to vegetable gardening.
They pick up phones pre-
pared to listen, investigate
and furnish information that’s
been scientifically vetted,
according to Gail Langellotto,
statewide master gardener
coordinator.

“Our tagline is
able, reachable, relevant,
she said. “We get to know
your gardening situation and
provide customized advice
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based on your location,
your preferences and your
goals.”

Going to the Internet to
identify a plant or insect can
be problematic, Langellotto
noted. A gardener may notice
an insect that’s red and black,
search those parameters and
come up with a different
insect.

“You may not be able
to distinguish differences
in the shape of the wing or
type of antenna,” she said.
“If the insect is misidenti-
fied, it could lead to apply-
ing a pesticide on something
that’s not a pest. Or you
may kill something benefi-
cial for the garden. You need
the correct ID to solve your
problem.”

Wading through plant
descriptions online can be
onerous, too, said Brooke
Edmunds, an Extension hor-
ticulturist. Websites some-
times contradict each other,
and some offer only the most
basic or vague information.
Growing a plant correctly
depends on knowing its
needs.

Does it do best in sun or
shade, moist soil or dry? How
much fertilizer does it need?

How and when should you
prune it? Will it grow too big
for the planned space or send
out roots to disturb the side-
walk? What about cold and
heat hardiness? There are so
many questions.

By calling Extension mas-
ter gardeners and horticul-
turists like Edmunds, you’ll
get personalized informa-
tion based on your particu-
lar problems and needs, all
answered with a one-on-one
phone call instead of time-
consuming visits to multiple
websites.

“In my mind, that’s a really
important place master gar-
deners come into play,” she
said. “They stop and really
figure out the situation.”

Edmunds pointed out that
the research-based informa-
tion is appropriate for all gar-
deners’ viewpoints.

“All options are pre-
sented,” she said. “We’re
showing everything that
works. People can choose
what fits best into how they
like to garden.”

Check with your county
Extension office (www.
extension.oregonstate.edu/
deschutes) or call 541-548-
6088 for more information.

With an intense focus on service, quality and value,
Best Vue Blinds is making it simple to get exactly what
residents in Sisters Country want.

Best Vue Blinds offers a range of quality products at a
variety of price points. They offer a wide variety of win-
dow covering materials with a variety of functions — all
at competitive prices.

Now they are able to meet local residents’ Hunter
Douglas needs, which gives their product line the full
range of good-better-best.

Best Vue Blinds is moving into commercial appli-
cations as well, providing window coverings for apart-
ments and businesses — and they’re looking at going
statewide.

Their success is directly attributable to providing qual-
ity products and a level of service you just cannot expect
at a big-box store. Add to that a commitment to get things
right, and Best Vue Blinds is a superior deal.
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with a FREE complete home estimate on your window blinds.
(Minimum eight blinds. One dining voucher per family).

For an appointment call 541-588-6201 or 541-241-7582

Visit our showroom in Sisters at 141 E. Cascade Ave., #202 * BestVueBlinds.com

$50 DINING
VOUCHER

for one of these Sisters Restaurants: Takoda’s,
The Gallery, Depot Café, Ali’'s Townsquare Deli,
Season’s Gafé, Rancho Viejo or Los Agaves.




