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and has returned to Sisters 
to pursue an arts career, 
made a similar gesture. Her 
tipi, which was the media 
image for the event, was 
the subject of a three-way 
bidding battle that climbed 
to the $7,000 level as cheers 
and yells echoed across the 
forge. She agreed to make 
two more tipis, topping her 
item’s sale price at a total of  
$21,000.

That spirit of generosity is 
reflected through the whole 
Sisters community — and 
celebrated on the Friday of 
May Own Two Hands.

Under sunny skies on 
Friday, students from all three 
Sisters public schools united 

to kick off the celebration of 
the arts.

Spectators cheered the 
students on as they made 
their way up Hood Avenue 
with their colorful displays of 
artwork based on this year’s 
theme, “Connection.”

The art projects were 
coordinated by Sisters 
Elementary School art 
teacher Karen Williams. 
Grades K-2 wore colorful 
fish hats while grade three 
held up paper accordion 
fish and the fourth-graders 
were running close behind 
flying their fabulous fish  
kites.

Kit Stafford, who has 
been volunteering for MOTH 
going on 12 years, walked 
in the parade with the fifth 
graders and their colorful 
artwork.

“The fifth graders 
made fish that are made 
from plastic bags that are 

recycled,” Stafford said. “We 
fused them together. They 
also made some pictures 
of the food-chain to show 
how we are all connected. 
All living organisms 
depend on one another for  
food.”

Last but not least in the 
MOTH procession, holding 
up their banner, was the 
talented Sisters Outlaws 
Band. 

Tyler Cranor, instrumental 
music teacher at Sisters 
Middle School, directed the 
band for the MOTH parade 
which was a combination of 
seventh grade through high 
school.

“Connection is our 
theme all the time. It’s 
the middle school/high 

school connection,” Cranor 
explained.

“I’m the music teacher 
for the middle school and the 
high school jazz band, which 
is middle and high school 
combined.” 

The parade was followed 
by a town-wide art stroll. 
Folks came from all around 
to join in the celebration and 
connect with the community 
as they strolled through the 
streets to enjoy the various 
venues, mingling with artists 
and musicians and exploring 
shops and galleries filled 
with music spread across  
town.

On the other side of town 
on Main Avenue inside 
Alpenhimmel Creative Arts 
Emporium, Charity Alva 

explained to The Nugget why 
her mixed-media painting 
“The Way Home” (that 
she donated to the MOTH 
auction) has a big connection 
to her life. 

“My painting represents 
my connection to Germany, 
where I lived for 26 years 
of my adult life. And my 
husband and I brought that 
connection here to Sisters 
with this store. For us 
Alpenhimmel stands for some 
simple basics of alpine living 
which we came to observe 
while living in the Alps. And 
we are now happy because 
we have the Three Sisters.”

The festivities continued 
at The Belfry, where the 
Portland band 3 Leg Torso 
performed. 

ARTS: Event supports 
folk festival outreach 
programs
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The 15th Annual My Own Two Hands jumped off with a parade.

photo by JoDi schneiDer McnaMee

As part of the Sisters Folk Festival “My Own Two Hands” community arts fundraiser, Sisters Elementary School 
students and staff create a giant steelhead on the playground with aerial photography by Todd Moen.  The photo 
shoot, as part of the “River Celebration”, was coordinated by artist-in-resident Laura Campbell, Brad Tisdel, Todd 
Moen and principal Becky Stoughton. 
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FURRY FRIENDS
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“Friends of Furry Friends” quilt was pieced by 
Valerie Fercho-Tillery. The bold colors and 

incredible detail make this a spectacular quilt.

The quilt is currently on display at 

The Nugget offi ce, 442 E. Main Ave.

Bring your pup by for a dog cookie and have a look!

Tickets may be purchased at The Nugget offi ce 
or online at our website 

www.furryfriendsfoundation.org.

Quilt Drawing
for

“Friends of Furry Friends” - by Valerie Fercho-Tillery (46"w x 59"h)   

100% of the proceeds go to Furry Friends Foundation.

Tickets are $1 each, six for $5 or 
go for it, 25 for $20.

Info: 541-549-9941


