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Young men in harm’s way

By Craig Rullman

Correspondent

It was only after the cer-
emonies and dinners and
storytelling were over, after
the final handshakes and
well wishes, after the sincere
exchange of promises to build
new relationships out of for-
mer enmities, that Richard
Hartnack found the down-
time to begin serious reflec-
tion on the importance of his
trip to Vietnam (see stories
page 1 and 15).

As he sat, thinking it over
on the long flight home, he
says he began “to get it,” to
understand what made his
return to Vietnam important
and “fascinating” and “touch-
ing” all at once.

Hartnack told The Nugget,
“During the air war over
Vietnam, it was entirely pos-
sible to lose your life at a
young age. This was the time
in our lives when everything
lay ahead — family, career,
friends, more education —
everything. A rational person
wouldn’t do it day after day,
but we all did because of the
unwritten, unspoken contract
we had with our fellow avia-
tors. We all showed up to do
the job because if we didn’t
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Richard Hartnack with his F-4 at Chu Lai, Republic of Vietnam, 1970.

someone else would have to
carry our share.
“On both sides, we trained,

‘ &after all the death and

struction, things have

worked out pretty well.
—Richard Hartnack

we went in harm’s way. On
the American side for a year.
Then we went home. Indeed,
we did it for each other more
than for any other reason.
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Richard Hartnack, left, next to Charlie Tutt. The photo was taken where the

Chu Lai Regional Airport is today.

Two Great
Hosted Trips!

Chile Trip -
February 2017
Best Trout Fishing

in the World!

Belize Trip
March 2017
Amazing lodge

for couples.

Travel and fly fish where you've
always dreamed of going.
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151 W. Main Ave., Sisters
541-549-FISH | Open 7 days a week

“The Vietnamese pilots
we met were there for the
duration. However long or
difficult the war, they were
in it until it ended or until
they were killed or injured so
badly they couldn’t fly any-
more. I realized that, despite
the differences between our
countries at the time, these
guys were stand-up men like
the guys I flew with. They
would have killed us in a
New York second given the
chance 45 years ago. But the
same is true of our guys. We
all had a chance to discuss
events where that happened,
and good men on both sides
died — too young.

“In the end, after all the
death and destruction, things
have worked out pretty well.
Vietnam is a very successful
country. The values of the
people there are very close to
the values of Americans after
World War II. They just want
to live in peace, make a home
for their families, improve
their standard of living, enjoy
daily life, see their children
and grandchildren grow
and succeed and have better
opportunities than they had.

“For them the war was
worth it. I am glad it’s turned
out this way.”
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Flexible Payment

Including 0% Interest Financing

(Ask for details, restrictions apply.)
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410 E. Cascade Ave. ® P.O. Box 1027 ® Sisters, Oregon 97759
Hours: Mon., 10 a.m.-7 p.m.; Tues.-Wed., 8 a.m.-4 p.m.; Thurs., 7 a.m.-3 p.m.

Funds still available
for enrichment

Funds are still available
for a Roundhouse Foundation
Enrichment Experience
Scholarship. Awards for this
scholarship may be used for
workshops, camps, seminars,
internships or other activi-
ties in pursuit of interest and
career technical education
discovery. Students from
grades 9-12 are eligible to
receive one scholarship per
year, including summer pro-
grams (subject to funding
availability).

This is what previous
recipients of Roundhouse
Foundation Enrichment
Experience Scholarships had
to say about their experience:

Lauren Wattenburg said
that “The (Texas Ballet
Theatre Summer) intensive
was my first major program
far away from home for an
extended amount of time, so
I had to learn how to cope

through the ups and downs,
while in a new place. |
learned how to be more inde-
pendent and responsible...”
“l took away so many
things that I will use forever
in my journey of life,” said
Alana Lukens of her expe-
rience at a UCLA Music
Theatre Camp. “Musical
theater has taught me more
about myself and what I can
do. After walking away from
this camp I was inspired to
continue with this side of the
arts because I finally found a
place where I feel I belong.”
Scholarships are man-
aged and distributed through
Sisters GRO. Details and
the application are avail-
able at www.sistersgro.
com / Scholarships / Local
Community Scholarships
page. For information contact
Karen Hensley at informa-
tion@sistersgro.com.
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“THE BIGGEST LITTLE SHOW IN THE WORLD”

JONES, 10,11 & 12 2016

5 PRCA RODEO PERFORMANCES

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 8
Xtreme Bulls 6:30 pm

THURSDAY, JUNE 9
Slack 8 am

FRIDAY, JUNE 10
Rodeo 7 pm

SATURDAY, JUNE 11
Rodeo Parade 9:30 am
Rodeo 1 pm & 7 pm

SUNDAY, JUNE 12
Buckaroo Breakfast 7-11 am
Cowboy Church 9 am
Rodeo 1 pm
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Rodeo Tickets: $14, $17 & $20

Xtreme Bulls: $20,
Kids 12 & under free

All seats reserved Sat. & Sun.

Kids 12 & under free Friday Night
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@ IdentityZone

Kids 6 & under free
Sunday in some sections

Complete pricing online

INFO: 1.800.827.7522 ¥ 541.549.0121 ¥ sistersrodeo.com




