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|
Restrictions for
building in flood plains?

by Rob Manning
bregon Public Broadcasting

| PORTLAND, Ore. (AP)
— Building in flood zones
Ls1 about to get harder across
uch of Oregon, due to new
Federal recommendations.
The government pub-
iished the recommendations,
alled a biological opinion,
Ln response to a lawsuit from
nvironmental groups. The
udubon Society of Portland,
Eational Wildlife Federation,
orthwest Environmental
efense Center and
ssociation of Northwest
teelheaders had argued that
Federal flood insurance was
encouraging development
Hetrimental to threatened
Falmon.
Will Stelle, regional
hdministrator for the National
ceanic and Atmospheric
dministration, said the
gency recommends FEMA
ake several efforts to
change the flood insurance
rogram.
“The first effort is a map-
Eing effort,” Stelle said. “The
econd effort is development
tandards to try to steer devel-
opment out of harm’s way, in
rder to protect those most
important habitat functions
for salmon and steelhead.”
The biological opinion
oes not directly ban devel-
opment in flood plains along
almon-bearing waterways.
ut there is a “no net loss”
Eolicy, requiring that devel-
pers or property owners mit-
igate any lost salmon habitat
with new habitat.
FEMA said that 251
regon communities have
ﬁlood plain arecas along
almon-bearing rivers and
treams out of 271 com-
unities with flood plains.
ffected areas are up and
own the coast, through-
out the Willamette Valley,
ast to the Idaho border
nd into much of Central
Oregon.
| Some Oregon com-
unities and leaders have
expressed concern about the
bffect rules could have on
property owners and potential
development near salmon-
caring streams.
FEMA’s regional
ranch chief for Floodplain
anagement & Insurance,
|John Graves said that his
Egency will work with the
tate of Oregon and local
overnments on implementa-
tion, including new maps and
ow rules may work on the
round.
Oregon Congressman
Peter DiFazio garnered sup-
ort in the U.S. House for
fegislation potentially block-
ng FEMA f{rom following

the recommendations.

“For over a year and a
half, I have worked with local
officials and directly engaged
with the Federal Emergency
Management Agency to stop
a bureaucratic overreach that
could supersede Oregon’s
land-use laws and prohibit
development on tens of thou-
sands of acres across the
state,” DiFazio said in a state-
ment supporting the FEMA
amendment. “We can pro-
tect our endangered species
without dictating unworkable
solutions for communities in
flood prone areas.”

Environmental groups
have signaled their support
of the biological opinion, and
optimism that the changes
to flood insurance could
improve recovery efforts
for threatened salmon and
steelhead.

“It has been a long time
coming, but we are very
pleased that the National
Marine Fisheries Service has
outlined sensible improve-
ments to FEMA’s flood-insur-
ance program to help recover
listed salmon and steelhead,”
said Bob Sallinger, con-
servation director for the
Audubon Society of Portland,
one of the environmental
groups to file the lawsuit in
2009.

The two agencies at the
center of the changes —
NOAA and FEMA — do not
see eye-to-ecye on all aspects
of what about the federal
flood-insurance program
should change. As NOAA
regional administrator Will
Stelle explained on a confer-
ence call with reporters, the
two agencies differ in at least
two areas.

One 1is where edge
areas, what he called “ero-
sion zones,” are concerned.
NOAA believes those
arecas should be included
in FEMA’s new mapping
efforts. FEMA has said those
areas are not within flood
zones and should be treated
differently. The other dif-
ference of opinion relates to
map revisions that property
owners can request, if, for
instance, they’re filling in an
area. Stelle and John Graves
with FEMA said the two
agencies agreed to discuss
those situations on a case-by-
case basis.

FEMA and NOAA have
been down this road before,
in response to a similar law-
suit in the Puget Sound area,
and implementation ran
into some difficulty on the
ground.

How the recommenda-
tions will play out on the
ground is on the minds of
environmental groups.

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS

1 Joke around

5 Alaska’s Palin

10 Wooden shoe

14 Hawaiian island

15 Maximum
allowed or
minimum
required

16 “__ you lost
your mind?”

17 Puncture

18 Skeptic

20 Truman’s
monogram

21 Large tubs

22 Provide with
fresh weapons

23 Bleacher levels

25 Apple computer

26 Giggle’s sound

28 Wood-shapers’
machines

31 Mistake

32 Thin sugary
coating

34 _ tree;
cornered

36 Make a tiny cut

37 Halted and
didn’t move

38 Read quickly

39 Cheap metal

40 The Chicago
Tribune, e.g.

41 “Beauty and
the 7

42 Pompousnhess

44 Misgivings

45 Calico or pooch

46 Wood hole filler

47 Valuable thing

50 Golfer’s pegs

51 Greek Letter

54 Usurers

57 Mix in a bowl

58 Theater box

59 Blockhead

60 Hockey disk

61 Asterisk

62 Sulks

63 __ for; requests

DOWN
1 Actor __ Brolin
2 Sups
3 Breaking into
tiny bits
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Bather’s spot

10of 64 ona

checkerboard

Dad’s sisters

Steals from

Passion or

affection suffix

9 Actor Holbrook

10 __ and Chong;
comedy duo

11 Molten rock

12 Finished; done

13 Bit of bacteria

19 Enraged

21 Swerve

24 Pancake house

25 Labyrinth

26 Exam

27 Bert’s buddy

28 Sluggish

29 _ leaves;
koala’s dinner

30 Charley horse,
for one

32 Somber;
unsmiling

33 Texter’s laugh

35 Social insects

37 Eat nothing
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38 Chair or bench 48 Chimney
40 Counts calories residue
41 “No ifs, ands or 49 Long tale
7 50 Journey
43 Key 52 Not well
44 Searches 53 Irritates

46 Tea variety
47 “__ well that
ends well”

55 That fellow
56 Commoaotion
57 Hot tub
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