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The Outlaws are hard at 
work preparing for the sea-
son ahead. Sisters gradu-
ated several seniors, but will 
return a core of players who 
have played together since 
little league.

Connor Lake is the lone 
senior who returns to the 
varsity squad. He saw mini-
mal time on varsity last year. 
Lake will play at first base 
for the Outlaws, and will 
also see some time on the  
mound.

“Connor has real power 
at the bat,” said Coach Steve 
Hodges. “He showed signs 
last year of being a potential 
power hitter, but I haven’t 
seen him hit yet this season 
due to basketball just coming 
to a close.”

Two juniors return for 
another year, including Alec 
Gannon and Ryan Funk.

Gannon, an all-leaguer 
from last year, will be a ver-
satile player for the Outlaws 
this year. He’s a left-handed 
hitter and will most likely hit 
at the No. 1 or No. 2 spot. 
Alec started as a freshman, 
has been in playoff situa-
tions, and will bring with 
him over 50 games of var-
sity experience. Alec will 
play in the infield at both 
shortstop and second base, 
and will be in the pitching  
rotation.

Funk is a returning first-
team all-league catcher, and 
will start at that position 
again this year. Ryan has also 
been on the varsity squad 
since he was a freshman, and 
will be the foundation of the 
team this season. He hits for 
power and average and will 
drive in runs for the Outlaws. 
Ryan will also see some time 
on the mound.

Juniors Jake Larson, 
Jonathan Bertagna, Hayden 
Parsons, Ryan Cook and Will 
Werts all made appearances 
on the varsity squad last year, 
but will start for the Outlaws 
this year.

Larson will play in the 
outfield, and will see a lot 
of time in centerfield due to 
his speed. Hodges noted that 
Jake is a smart player, under-
stands situations, and will 
bring quickness and speed on 
the base pass.

Bertagna is a versatile 
player and will see time at 
first base, outfield, and also 
as pitcher. Parsons will play 
at second base and also have 
a spot role as pitcher. Hayden 
is a very good bunter and 
fielder, and has very sure 
hands. Werts will see time in 
the outfield.

Cook will play third base, 

outfield, and also pitch. 
Hodges said, “Ryan has 

proven he’s a good contact 
hitter. He had some key hits 
for us last year, and com-
ing up from JV to varsity 
shouldn’t be a hard jump for 
him.”

Sophomore Zach Morgan 
returns as a first-team all-
leaguer and a first-team 
all-state pitcher. Zach was 
a powerful pitcher for the 
Outlaws as a freshman and 
will start at that position 
again this year. He can pitch 
to specific locations, and 
he’s developed his off-speed 
pitch, which really throws off 
the batters.

“We’re looking for Zach 
to build on his experience 
he got as a freshman,” said 
Hodges. “It was exciting to 
see his confidence grow as 
the year went along, and it 
was because of the success 
he was having.”

Four sophomores will 
also join the Outlaws varsity 
squad: T.J. Lawrence, Taylor 
Scholl, Jake Stevens and 
Christopher Luz.

Lawrence will help the 
Outlaws with catching 
duties, and will possibly see 
time in the outfield. Hodges 
noted that T.J. will gain valu-
able experience as he trains 
and works with Funk, and 
looks for him to continue 
to improve throughout the  
year.

Scholl will see time in the 
outfield, at pitcher and pos-
sibly first base. Stevens will 
see time in the outfield. Jake 
is one of the fastest players 
on the team, and will bring 
his quickness to the game. 

“Jake shows a lot of 
promise and has a lot of 
tools,” said Hodges. “When 
those tools get refined we’ll 
see great improvement.”

Luz will see time at both 
shortstop and second base.

“Chr i s topher  b r ings 
quickness, a good arm, and is 
a good contact hitter,” stated 
Hodges. “He loves the game, 
has good baseball instincts, 
and I think this year will be a 
break-out year for him.”

Hodges is excited to have 
several left-handed hitters 
— Gannon, Bertagna, and 
Werts.

“Lef t -handed hi t ters 
have a big advantage,” said 
Hodges. “Most pitches come 
from the right side, so the 
left-handed hitters see the 
ball better, and the curve 
ball comes into their swing, 
rather than away.

“We have a lot of guys 
who are going to have to ful-
fill the role as pitcher, since 
a lot of guys that pitched for 
us either graduated or moved 
away,” Hodges noted.

Outlaws return core  
of players to diamond
By rongi Yost
Correspondent

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword
By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

— Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —

This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

CCB#178543

A Division of24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE 

Curt 541-480-1404 • Zach 541-420-8170

FREQUENCY DRIVES • MOTOR CONTROLS • PUMPS

NOW OFFERING WELL PUMP SERVICE!

WWW.PEAKPUMPANDMOTOR.COM

Essentials 
Skin • Hair • Nails

541-480-1412  |  541-588-6271  |  492 E. Main Ave.  |  Mon-Sat Flexible Hours  |  www.SistersEssentials.com

Revitalize and treat problem areas. 
Potent botanical blends take aim at 

skin concerns without harsh ingredients; 
a concentrated dose of vitamin-rich 
organics delivers dramatic results.


