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Patricia Lee Hall-Toll 
passed away unexpectedly 
last week in the midst of 
doing what she loves. She 
was amongst friends and 
family socializing and gen-
erally enjoying the familiar 
conversations of close com-
pany when a heart attack 
struck her. Quickly and qui-
etly she slipped away with 
no apparent pain before 
those that she loved. She 
was 68. 

Pat ty  was born on 
Augus t  13 ,  1947 ,  in 
Sisters, to Milton and Dona 
Hammack. She was the 
eldest daughter amongst 
eight siblings: Dick, John, 
Jack, Jim, Lyle, Denise 
and Becky. The Hammacks 
were known to all in Sisters 
as a family of roughneck-
loggers and rodeo cowboys. 
Patty broke into the rodeo 
world in 1963 as a Sisters 
Rodeo Princess, but finally 
took her place in the fam-
ily rodeo legacy when she 
married Charles Blaylock, a 
bullfighter from back in the 
day when they were called 
rodeo clowns. As his wife, 
she became the first female 
rodeo clown in the Pacific 
Northwest and possibly the 
world, fighting bulls from 
inside the barrel and steal-
ing the show in between 
events during their clown 
acts. Patty had two boys 
with Chuck before they 
separated, John Wesley and 
Ron Earnest. 

In the early 1970s, Patty 
met Thomas Gordon Hall, 
who Patty would later 
describe as the greatest 
love of her life. The cou-
ple married on March 25, 
1974 at which time Tom 
adopted John and Ron. Tom 
and Patty had one more 
son together in 1977, Jay 
Dean Hall. Tom and Patty 
built their life together in 
Redmond, but really raised 
their boys on the rodeo 
trail. The family spent most 
weekends traveling and 
competing in rodeos in the 
Pacific Northwest and as 
far as South Dakota and 
Wyoming. By then, Patty 
was a fixture in the rodeo-
stands cheering on her boys 
with a fiercely encouraging 
temperament. Mostly, to her 
friends and family she was 
known as a good listener 
and a loyal and compassion-
ate counselor.

In her later years she 
spent a good deal of time 
with her sister Denise, her 
mother Dona and Dona’s 
sister, her Aunt Gladyce, 
helping to organize family 
pow-wows and compiling 
ancestral information about 
her family’s roots with the 

Chinook Indian tribe and 
those French-Canadian fur 
trappers that helped tame 
the West. She is also known 
as quite a collector of Indian 
artifacts and mid-century 
cowboy collectibles. 

Patty was preceded in 
her death by both of her 
parents, Milton Hammack, 
a World War II Army 
Veteran and his wife Dona 
Hammack, one helluva 
whisky drinking tough-
gal; her husband Tom Hall, 
who passed in 2010; her 
sister Becky; her brother 
Lyle Hammack, a United 
States Marine Veteran from 
the Vietnam-era; and her 
brother John Hammack, a 
logger and wild-land fire-
fighter that died near the 
base of Mount Washington 
in 2013 while fighting a fire 
just 10 miles shy of destroy-
ing Sisters, Oregon, their 
childhood home. 

Patty is survived by 
her three sons, John, Ron 
and Jay; her brothers Jack 
and Jim; her sister Denise; 
her 10 grandchildren; and 
her last husband and com-
panion of the final four 
years of her life, Leonard  
Toll. 

She enjoyed her twilight 
years with Leonard, trav-
eling in their recreational 
vehicle, visiting relatives 
and generally spending time 
with friends and family. 
Patty was the warm fire that 
her family gathered around 
for comfort and concilia-
tion, and she will be greatly 
missed. 

A viewing will take place 
at the Redmond Memorial 
Chapel on Thursday, March 
10, at noon, followed by a 
graveside service at Camp 
Polk Cemetery with a final 
celebration of life at 6:30 
p.m., at the Redmond VFW 
Hall. A potluck dinner will 
follow. Please join us for 
anything you can and sign 
our guestbook at www. 
redmondmemorial.com. 
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