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Children’s author to visit schools

Lois Brandt, author
of the children’s book
“Maddi’s Fridge,” will be
visiting Sisters Elementary
School and Sisters Christian
Academy on March 9 and
10 thanks in part to a grant
from the Sisters-based
Roundhouse Foundation.

The 2014 children’s book
is a story about friendship,
with a deeper discussion
of childhood hunger from
a young person’s perspec-
tive. The book and author
were chosen to coincide with
a kick-off of the first-ever
Peanut Butter and Jelly Drive
at Sisters Elementary School.

Years ago, Brandt peeked
into her best friend’s refrig-
erator and found empty
shelves and one small carton
of milk; her friend’s family
didn’t have enough money
to buy food. Maddi’s Fridge,
Lois’ first picture book, is the
result of that moment.

“I read the book last year
to my kids and loved it,” said
The Roundhouse Foundation
trustee Erin Borla. “I knew
this was a story that we
could tie into some of the
great things our schools were
doing and other things hap-
pening in the community.
It all came together when I
discovered the author did site
visits. Back in November,
we began discussions with
the Elementary School,
Ms. Brandt, and the Sisters
Kiwanis Food Bank. I am
really looking forward to the
culmination of this collabora-
tive community project in the
next few weeks.”

Brandt will visit Sisters
Elementary School on
Wednesday, March 9, and
present at an all-school
assembly followed by a series
of writing workshops with
each grade level. The follow-
ing day, Brandt will present
at Sisters Christian Academy
with a similar schedule. Each
school will host a food drive
as a part of her visit. Brandt’s
travel expenses and a portion
of her site visit cost has been
covered by a grant from The
Roundhouse Foundation. In
addition, FivePine Lodge
& Conference Center has

provided lodging.

Maddi’s Fridge has been
universally praised by teach-
ers, librarians, parents, and,
most significantly, young
readers. It is the recipient of a
2014 Christopher Award and
the International Literacy
Association’s 2015 Book
Award for Primary Fiction,
among other honors.

“Paige Bentley-Flannery
at the Sisters branch of the
Deschutes Public Library
has been a huge help,” said
Borla. “She has developed
lists of other books that are
similar to Brandt’s book in
content and in style so that
students may continue learn-
ing after Brandt’s visit.”

ﬂlich’s character trait of
the month is compassion,
where we are teaching
students about the
feeling of wanting to help
someone who is sick,
hungry, or in trouble.

— Becky Stoughton

For families with students
at both Sisters Elementary
School and Sisters Christian
Academy, Brandt’s book
is available for pre-order
through Paulina Springs
Books. If students bring their
copy to the school the day of
Brandt’s visit, there will be
allotted time in the author’s
day where she will privately
sign copies and books will be
returned to students. It is sug-
gested that families pre-order
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books by Thursday, March 3,
in order to have them in time
for her visit.

“March’s character trait
of the month is compassion,
where we are teaching stu-
dents about the feeling of
wanting to help someone
who is sick, hungry, or in
trouble,” said SES Principal
Becky Stoughton. “Having
Ms. Brandt here to help us
not only discuss her great
book but also work with our
teachers and students on writ-
ing workshops will be a won-
derful experience.”

The SES Peanut Butter
and Jelly (and all kid-
friendly foods) drive kicks
off on Wednesday, March 9,
and runs through March 18.
Sisters Christian Academy
is also doing a food drive.
Donations for each drive can
be dropped at the respective
school to be delivered to the
Sisters Kiwanis Food Bank.

Brandt served as a
Peace Corps volunteer in
Cameroon, West Africa, and
continues to travel widely.
She teaches creative writ-
ing at Bellevue College
Continuing Education and
gives talks about writing to
children and adults at local
schools, libraries, and writing
organizations. Brandt lives
near Seattle, Washington,
with her husband, assorted
kids, two dogs, a gecko, and
a fluffy cat who thinks he’s
a dog. Learn more about her
and Maddi’s Fridge at www.
LoisBrandt.com.

Maddi’s Fridge is avail-
able for checkout at the
Deschutes Public Library.

For more informa-
tion on The Roundhouse
Foundation visit www.
RoundhouseFoundation.org.
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Heads or Tails...
You Lose

RUSSFLL'S

(BODY SHOP)
Loaner Cars
Deductible Assistance
Windshield Replacement

541-549-DENT

332 W. Barclay Dr., Sisters

treatment program!

New Patients Only.

$2300 Discount,

For the month of March when
you start a comprehensive

Not valid with any other offer.
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541-382-0410

Central Oregon Orthodontic Specialists

410 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters
CentralOregonBracePlaceicom .

Outlaws compete
at state swim meet

By Rongi Yost

Correspondent

Sisters brought four girls
to the state swimming cham-
pionships held at Mt. Hood
Community College on
Friday and Saturday, February
19-20, and Brooke Robillard
and Hawley Harrer both made
it to the finals.

Hawley Harrer swam in
both the 50 freestyle and the
100 freestyle. Harrer made it
to the finals in both events.
Hawley finished sixth in the
50 freestyle with a time of
25.60, and took fifth in the
100 freestyle with a time of
57.12.

‘ ‘ The winner of the
100-free swam a 52.18.
— Brittany Morioka

“Both of these races were
incredibly fast this year,”
said Coach Brittany Morioka.
“The winner of the 100 free
swam a 52.18. To put that into
perspective, that is faster than
the Sisters High School boys’
100 freestyle school record.”

Brooke Robillard also
swam the 100 freestyle.

Brooke did not make it to
the finals, but placed seventh
overall with a time of 57.44.

Robillard swam to a sixth-
place finish in the 100 breast-
stroke finals with a time of
1:13.40.

“Both Brooke and Hawley
will be great 100-freestyle
swimmers next year, and will
contribute a lot to the 400
freestyle relay,” said Morioka.
“Brooke is only a freshman,
so she can only go up from
here,”

Robillard, Harrer, Tara
Greaney and Madelyn Zadow
competed in the 200 freestyle
relay. They were seeded 10th
with a time of 1:51.31. The
girls were unable to make it
into the finals, but they did
drop a second off their time
for a season best of 1:51.70,
and an eighth-place finish.
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Breakfast 6-11 | Soup 11-2 daily | Buy coffee at SistersCoffee.com
541-549-0527 » 273 W. Hood Ave.
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PERMIT GLASS

OREGON - UTAH
VALID 35 STATES

Wednesday, March 9
1p.m. &6 p.m.

Best Western Ponderosa Lodge
500 Hwy. 20 W., Sisters

OR/UT (valid in WA) $80 or OR-only $45

360'921 '2071 | Call or Text

FirearmTrainingNW@gmail.com
www.FirearmTrainingNW.com




