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One hundred years ago, 
on March 9, 1916, Mexican 
revolutionary leader General 
Francisco “Pancho” Villa led 
an incursion across the bor-
der and attacked the sleep-
ing hamlet of Columbus, 
New Mexico. It was, prior to 
September 11, 2001, the most 
significant terrorist attack on 
U.S. soil.

Local historian, writer, and 
musician Jim Cornelius and 
The Anvil Blasters will mark 
that historic centennial with an 
evening of borderland history 
and border ballads at Paulina 
Springs Books in Sisters on 
Wednesday, March 9, starting 
at 6:30 p.m.

Cornelius will read from 
his essay, “Pancho Villa: 
Fourth Horseman of the 
Mexican Apocalypse,” pub-
lished in the crime anthology 
“Borderland Noir,” edited by 
Craig McDonald and pub-
lished by Betimes Books. 
Then the band will dig into 
some border-themed music 
— originals, traditional songs 
and songs from writers such as 
Tom Russell and Bob Dylan.

“I’ve been obsessed with 
the Mexican Revolution for 
years,” Cornelius said. “It was 

an earth-shaking event. Most 
folks north of the border don’t 
know much about it; we rec-
ognize Pancho Villa and that’s 
about it. The Revolution was 
going on at the same time as 
World War I, and the impact 
is still being felt today. About 
a million Mexicans died and 
millions more were displaced. 
It caused the first big wave of 
Mexican migration into the 
United States.

“It’s just a wildly fasci-
nating chunk of history. Talk 
about your game of thrones 

— every single major leader 
of the Revolution died vio-
lently. In this case, it wasn’t 
just you win or you die, it was 
you win AND you die.”

The Anvil Blasters’ music 
has always been scorched 
by the hot desert wind of the 
borderlands, and Jim, along 
with Lynn Woodward, Mike 
Biggers and Jeff Wester will 
focus on that part of their rep-
ertoire — tales of outlaws, 
watchful black crows, good 
tequila and bad women, and 
compadres in the Sierra Madre 
— all flavored with some hot 
chili peppers in the blistering 
sun.

“We’re going to have a 
good time,” said Cornelius, 
“but it’s important to remem-
ber that the occasion we’re 
marking was a terrible one. 
The attack on Columbus was 
an act of terrorism that killed 
18 American civilians and 
soldiers and sparked an inva-
sion of Mexico. We’ll explore 
what that was all about — and 
who Pancho Villa really was, 
the good, the bad and the ugly. 
Then we’ll turn the book store 
into a cantina and sing about 
it.”

“Borderland Noir” will be 

available at the event, and Jim 
will sign copies on request.

Paulina Springs Books is 
located at 252 W. Hood Ave. 

in Sisters. For more infor-
mation call 541-549-0866 
or contact Jim Cornelius at 
541-390-6973.

Book store to host evening ‘on the border’

It’s just a wildly 
fascinating chunk of 

history. talk about your 
game of thrones — every 

single major leader of the 
revolution died violently. 
In this case, it wasn’t just 
you win or you die, it was 

you win aND you die.
— Jim cornelius

Local historian, writer, and musician Jim cornelius will be at Paulina 
Springs Books Wednesday, March 9, at 6:30 p.m.
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Pamper Your Mom 
With yummy lotions, soaps and 
candles from Twigs; or choose 
from Stitchin’ Post’s wide selection 
of beautifully colorful fabrics and 
luscious hand-dyed yarns. 
Stitchin’ Post & Twigs
311 W. Cascade Ave. 
541-549-6061
www.stitchinpost.com

Mother’s Day Brunch
Join us for a delicious brunch 
Sunday, May 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

Enjoy one complimentary champagne 
per person, plus a raffl e ticket 

for each mom to win 
a one-night stay at FivePine! 

Reservations required. 
FivePine Lodge | 541-549-5900

www.fi vepinelodge.com/portfolios/brunch

She’s Gotta Have It!
A few “must haves” for Mother’s Day

Cost: $150 • Publishes April 27 & May 4 
Reserve your spot today - it sells out fast! Call Karen at 541-549-9941

Flights of Fancy
Featured artist Marji Scott is 

represented in Ken Scott’s Imagination, 
an over-the-top gallery, 

unfolding with fresh ideas and 
inspiration. In the heart of 

Sisters, Oregon ... where blessings 
resonate from Faith, Hope and Charity

Ken Scott’s Imagination Gallery

 541-912-0732 | 222 W. Hood Ave.

www.kenscottsculptures.com
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Sisters Businesses … Reserve 
your space in The Nugget’s 
Mother’s Day promotion 
April 27 & May 4

Feature your best gifts for her 
in full color for two weeks!


