
24	 Wednesday,	February	24,	2016	The Nugget Newspaper,	Sisters,	Oregon

together	 and	 adds	 a	 fleece	
heart	and	a	bow	to	each	bear.	
They	 have	 contributed	 784	
bears,	each	one	requiring	five	
hours	 from	 start	 to	 finish.	
Those	bears	get	bundled	with	
the	blankets	 that	go	to	chil-
dren	at	places	 like	Sparrow	
Clubs	 of	 Central	 Oregon,	
Treehouse	 Therapies,	 and	
Family	Action	Network.

“It	gives	me	a	good	feel-
ing	to	know	that	the	bears	are	
going	 to	 children	 in	 need,”	
Nelson	said.

The	cancer	treatment	cen-
ters	at	St.	Charles	and	Bend	
Memorial	Clinic	in	Bend	and	
Redmond	 are	 given	 adult	
blankets	 that	 get	 packaged	
with	lotion,	socks,	hats,	and	
bandanas	for	patients	receiv-
ing	chemotherapy.

Since	starting	three	years	
ago,	 the	 three	 groups	 com-
bined	 have	 donated	 2,319	
blankets.	If	Tomjack	has	her	
way,	 every	 homeless	 teen,	
abused	 toddler,	 sick	 child,	
lonely	elder,	and	tiny	premie	
will	be	wrapped	in	the	loving	
warmth	 of	 a	 Heartwarmers	
blanket.	 She	 is	 always	 on	
the	lookout	for	new	agencies	
that	can	use	any	of	the	items	
they	 create	—	 and	 the	 list	
of	agencies	and	items	keeps	
growing.

The	Sisters	Heartwarmers,	
the	 largest	 of	 the	 three	
groups,	 created	 colorful	

tutus	 for	 the	 little	 girls	 at	
Morningstar	 Family	 Relief	
Nursery.	KIDs	Center	asked	
them	 to	 make	 child-sized	
examination	 gowns,	 which	
they	 sewed	 using	 colorful	
children’s	 fabrics.	The	 left-
over	scraps	were	assembled	
into	 a	 quilt	 by	 Sisters	 resi-
dent	Wilma	(Sam)	Manasee	
and	presented	along	with	the	
gowns.

A	welcome	addition	to	the	
blankets	for	the	cancer	treat-
ment	centers	are	fleece	hats	
crafted	 by	 a	 Sisters	 group	
coordinated	by	Aspen	Lakes	
resident	Jane	Krause	of	Plain	
Jane	Gifts.	Dee	Thompson,	
Susan	 Sanger,	 Judi	 Troike,	
Lori	Chase,	and	Paula	Price	
cut	and	sew	the	hats,	which	
are	accessorized	with	decora-
tive	buttons	and	pins	or	flow-
ers	made	from	fleece	scraps.

In	 fact,	 not	one	 shred	of	
fleece	 is	 thrown	away,	 giv-
ing	 rise	 to	 their	 “no	waste”	

policy.	 Scraps	 are	 used	 to	
stuff	 soft	 blocks	 for	 agen-
cies	serving	infants	and	tod-
dlers.	The	 selvages,	 cut	 off	
the	fleece	before	the	blankets	
are	 made,	 are	 braided	 into	
dog	and	cat	toys	by	Kathryn	
Killian	of	Sisters,	and	given	
to	animal	shelters	and	Sisters	
Furry	Friends	Foundation.

Dave	 Huni	 of	 Sisters	
set	 up	 the	 Heartwarmers	
Facebook	page	and	donates	
IT	help.	Monetary	donations	
are	 only	 used	 to	 purchase	
fleece,	a	few	office	supplies,	
and	to	provide	insurance	for	
the	organization.	Everything	
else	 is	 donated	 including	
accounting	 and	 legal	 help.	
Yarn	 used	 for	 all	 knitted	
items	 is	 purchased	 by	 the	
volunteers,	 as	are	 the	 items	
bundled	with	the	blankets	for	
the	cancer	centers.

The	 Pony	Express	 gives	
Heartwarmers	 a	 special	
shipping	 rate	 on	 the	 baby	

blankets	and	knitted	hats	that	
are	sent	to	the	newborn	inten-
sive	care	units	at	Portland’s	
Emanuel	Hospital	and	soon	
at	Dornbecher	Hospital.

L a s t 	 F e b r u a r y	
Heartwarmers	was	the	recipi-
ent	of	$445.23,	 the	donated	
proceeds 	 f rom	 Sis ters	
Business	 of	 the	 Year,	 The	
Open	 Door’s	 10	 percent	
on	 Tuesdays	 that	 is	 gifted	
each	month	 to	 a	 local	 non-
profit.	They	have	been	des-
ignated	 again	 to	 receive	 it	

this	 year	 for	 the	 month	 of		
February.

Storage	 of	 all	 the	 fleece	
and	finished	products	has	dis-
placed	Tomjack’s	cars	 from	
their	garage	for	the	last	three	
years,	 but	with	 their	 house	
on	the	market,	new	donated	
space	must	be	found	soon.

The	 long-term	 goal	 for	
Heartwarmers	 is	 to	 set	 up	
groups	 in	 other	 Central	
Oregon	communities,	but	for	
now	their	blankets	and	other	
gifts	will	continue	to	comfort	
the	vulnerable	among	us,	as	
reflected	 in	 this	year’s	goal	
shared	by	Tomjack.

“We	will	 continue	as	we	
are	 and	 seek	 to	 gift	 more	
nonprofits.”

For	 more	 information	
visit	 www.heartwarmersco.
org,	 their	 Facebook	 page	
HEARTWARMERS, 	 o r	
contact	 Mary	 Tomjack	 at	
503-880-5832	 or	 hwb.heart	
warmers@gmail.com.

HEARTWARMERS: 
Many	local	crafters	
participate
Continued from page 3

The	Three	Sisters	Irrigation	
District	 will	 be	 removing	
the	 existing	canal	bridge	on	
Goodrich	Road	beginning	at	7	
a.m.	on	Monday,	February	29.	
Goodrich	Road	will	be	closed	
at	 the	 bridge	 for	 three	 days	
to	 facilitate	 removal	 of	 the	
bridge	and	piping	of	the	main	
canal.	Drivers	will	be	asked	to	
detour	around	the	closure	via	
Holmes	Road	and	Edmundson	
Road,	east	of	the	project.

For	 more	 information	
related	to	the	piping	project,	
contact	Marc	Thalacker,	man-
ager,	Three	Sisters	Irrigation	
District	at	541-549-8815.

For	 more	 information	
related	 to	 the	 road	 closure	
and	 detour,	 contact	 Tom	
Shamberger,	operations	man-
ager,	Deschutes	County	Road	
Department	at	541-977-1017.

Temporary 
closure on 
Goodrich 
Road
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Sisters Showcase of  Homes is the 

center of  this special section featuring 

area listings for sale, grouped 

by neighborhood/area to make for 

an easy, user-friendly experience.

Cost to place your real estate 
listing in the Showcase is 

just $200 for 2 weeks

SHOWCASE LISTING

REALTOR SPOTLIGHT

This special section also includes a very limited number of  

Realtor Spotlight spaces. Your contact information and color 

photo along with your story provide potential real estate 

clients plenty of  information to make the right decision 

when choosing a Realtor in Sisters Country. 

Realtor Spotlight spaces will run one 
week and are available for $125

Reserve your space early ... they will sell out

Contact Karen Kassy to 
reserve your space, 541-549-9941 

or ads@nuggetnews.com

REED BROS. REALTY

Geff is a native Oregonian whose love of the 

great outdoors brought him and his family to Sis-

ters in 2003. He also operates a successful breed-

ing and training kennel for purebred Labrador 

Retrievers. His professional mission is to work 

hard for you in pursuit of fulfilling your dreams 

of finding the perfect home, or the perfect buyer.

Choosing your Real Estate professional is per-

haps the most important decision you will make 

when buying or selling property. 

If you’re looking for Real Estate, homes or 

property in the Sisters area, Geff will help you 

choose the right home or property for your needs 

and will guide you toward making an informed 

Real Estate decision in the Sisters market. 

If you are a seller, he doesn’t sit back and 

wait for buyers — he will aggressively list your 

property in the places people are looking! The 

most popular websites and social media on the 

planet!

Geff Kinnaman
Broker, Residential & 

Land/Buildable Parcels

Cell: 541-771-2330

www.geffkinnaman.com

geff@reedbros.com

Native Oregonian and 

longtime Sisters resident

69852 Holmes 
Rd., Sisters Amaz-
ing custom home on 20 
acres with full Cascade 
mountain views. Private 
and secluded, close to 
town. Greatroom with 20-
ft. ceiling and wall of  win-
dows. Master and guest 
suites, sauna, loft. Radiant 
heated fl oors, solar hot 
water. Shop with RV bay. 
MLS#201501527 $995,000

Gary Yoder Managing Principal Broker541-420-6708
gyoder@blackbutte.com 541-549-5555

www.blackbutte.com

GRI, SFR


