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away and the joy, no, the ela-
tion of being in a room of 
beings who create a beautiful 
thing in the air around them 
and practice it in order that 
they may share it with the 
world is a remarkable experi-
ence. I am blessed with such 
people around me, and I am 
lifted up on the notes that 
pour from their hearts to give 
all of us the gift of song.”

In addition to the chorale 
(if all goes planned) the chil-
dren’s choir will again join 
in, and if the director of that 
choir, Lola Knox, can gather 
up her bell choir, they’ll be 
there to perform as well.

Come and join, any of you 
who love to sing — whether 
young or old, bass, tenor, alto, 
mezzo soprano, or whatever 
— and want to join in with 
others of the Sisters commu-
nity who love to sing. 

For more information 
visit www.sistershighdesert 
chorale.com.

CHORALE: Spring 
performances are 
scheduled
Continued from page 3

project is Phase I of a two-
phase project.

“Phase II, we’re in com-
munication with the local 
artists in that area and 
they’re interesting and doing 
some landscape and art dis-
plays along Hood Avenue,” 
Bertagna said. “We’re just 
setting up the infrastructure 
so that is possible.”

The City is also convert-
ing street lighting from high-
pressure sodium lighting to 
LED bulbs, to save on costs 
and maintenance with LED’s 
considerably longer bulb life.

The biggest project of the 
past two or three years was, of 
course, the complete recon-
struction and remodeling of 
Cascade Avenue, which has 
garnered statewide notice. 
And there was also the cre-
ation of Fir Street Park and 
improvements to the City-
owned building that houses 
the Sisters Area Chamber of 
Commerce.

The City has also improved 
the Barclay Drive/Camp Polk 
intersection as part of a water/
sewer project; improved 
parking and sidewalks on Fir 
Street and Spruce Street.

The City has also done 
extensive ADA work and 
street maintenance.

Looking ahead, Bertagna’s 
department is focused on 
wastewater treatment and traf-
fic management.

Wastewater management 
capacity involves two factors 
— the ability to treat sewage, 
and the capacity to discharge 
the treated effluent.

Bertagna says that the City 
is fortunate to have the exten-
sive lands of former Lazy Z 
property upon which to dis-
charge effluent. Discharging 
on land is far less expensive 
than treating to a level that 
would allow discharge into 
surface water like Whychus 
Creek — and less prone to 
difficulties.

“We don’t want to dis-
charge to surface water,” 
Bertagna said. “We just don’t 
want to do that. So we’re for-
tunate to have additional land 
to apply on.”

The City currently dis-
charges effluent onto for-
est land, but that option is 
approaching capacity.

“We need to have the Lazy 
Z online in 2018,” Bertagna 

said. 
That will solve the dis-

charge end of the capac-
ity equation for the life of a 
20-year planning period.

On the treatment end, the 
City will replace 7.5-horse-
power aerators with 15-horse-
power aerators to increase 
treatment capacity. Bertagna 
says he will be looking for 
energy efficiency in the 
design and implementation of 
the capacity improvements.

Traffic will always be a 
sticky wicket in Sisters. The 
downtown will be a choke 
point for highway traffic, no 
matter what traffic controls 
are established at each end of 
town. 

The major project on line 
right now is the planned 
roundabout for the Barclay 
Drive/Highway 20 intersec-
tion at the west end of town. 
That leaves the Locust Street/
Highway 20 intersection still 

in need of improvement.
From Bertagna’s perspec-

tive, the key to managing traf-
fic in Sisters is “a fully func-
tioning alternate route — a 
relief valve.”

Such a route exists along 
Barclay Drive. The key is to 
encourage pass-through traf-
fic to use it, while still getting 

traffic into the downtown core 
to support local businesses.

“Right now, it’s set up 
pretty well for westbound traf-
fic,” Bertagna says. “We need 
to do a better job of informing 
people of that — without tak-
ing visitors from downtown.

“Once improvements are 
made at the two key intersec-
tions at each end of downtown 
in five years or so, “we should 
have a well-functioning alter-
nate route.” 

Bertagna said the City is 
also focused on becoming 
effectively multi-modal, cre-
ating safe pedestrian paths 
and sidewalks and making it 
safe for cyclists in downtown 
traffic.

The City is now in the pro-
cess of looking out 20 years 
and revising its five-year cap-
ital improvement plan so that 
it can identify and prioritize 
projects — and identify how 
they will be funded.

PROjECTS: Projects 
enhance multi-modal 
transportation
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— paul Bertagna

Health and wellness is a top priority for people in 
the Sisters area. Our beautiful outdoor environment 
attracts people who want a healthy, active lifestyle.

Tell them about your products and services that will:

•  Enhance a healthy way of life

•  Prevent health problems and stress

•  Help them create a healthy environment inside and 
outside their home

•  Educate them about cutting-edge products and 
services that will help them maintain and improve 
health for themselves and loved ones

Focus on Health

Space is limited and this popular promotion sells out

Please call Karen Kassy at 541-549-9941 to reserve your space today

Focus on Health 
is a 2-week promotion in 
The Nugget Newspaper
March 9 & 16

Each participating business 
receives a full-color ad both 
weeks and a mini-article 
with photo in one issue. 

Total cost is just $225
Save $297 over regular rate!

A T T E N T I O N  H E A L T H  A N D  W E L L N E S S  B U S I N E S S  O W N E R S
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