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of passages, now understood 
to be the longest glacial cave 
system in the Lower 48.

And because of the con-
stantly shifting environment 
inside, McGregor notes that 
his photos will survive as 
“the only pictures of that time 
period.” The team’s efforts at 
documenting these changes, 
and collecting data inside the 
strange and shifting under-
world of ice, rock, and water, 
first of their kind, have drawn 
interest from the National 
Geographic Society, and 
NASA scientists, who have 
found evidence of predatory 
microbial life in the ice core 
samples Brent’s team has 
collected. 

Data ice from core sam-
ples the team collects are 
extremely valuable scientific 
records, Brent says, “like 

rings in a tree,” which can 
reveal evidence of environ-
mental conditions over long 
periods of time.

Other discoveries inside 
the glacier include fir tree 
seedlings that have traveled 
through the melting ice for 
years, fallen into the caves, 
and begun sprouting in the 
total darkness, and species 
of extremophiles, organisms 
that have adapted to live in 
the extreme environment 
found inside the glaciers.

Conditions inside a glacial 
cave, Brent notes, are brutal, 
and even with modern equip-
ment he and his team are 
often reduced to “basic sur-
vival mode.” 

McGregor’s focus on cav-
ing comes less from a sense 
of adventuring than “a pas-
sion to investigate what we 
are driving over.” And he 
knows that the work he and 
others are doing inside the 
caves is a valuable addition 
to the study of the world’s 
vanishing glaciers.

“If they are melting and 

going away,” Brent says, 
“something is wrong.” 

True firsts are rare in the 
rapidly shrinking modern 
world, and that fact alone 
puts Brent McGregor’s hard-
won discoveries, and the 
beautiful photographic record 
he is making of them, in rari-
fied air. It is not a leap to sug-
gest that the work McGregor 
and his team are doing will 
one day rank with the first 
expeditions to find the source 
of the Nile, or Powell’s first 
travels into the mystery of 
the Grand Canyon — a sig-
nificant addition to the time-
honored traditions of explora-
tion, discovery, science, and 
conservation.

McGregor will present 
“Mysteries Beneath the Ice” 
at the Belfry on February 10, 
at 6 p.m. The presentation 
will document the first five 
years of The Sandy Glacier 
Cave Project, through narra-
tion, stunning photographs 
from inside the cave system, 
and video of the expeditions. 
(See related story below.)

MCGREGOR: Event 
depicts glacier 
exploration
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Glacier Cave Explorers, 
co-led by Brent McGregor 
and Eddie Cartaya, are plan-
ning a fourth expedition to 
Mt. Hood in June, 2016. The 
team will include scientists, 
dedicated mountaineers, cli-
matologists, photographers, 
and journalists from OPB, 
as they descend once again 
beneath the ice to record and 
study changes deep inside 
the cave network since their 
last expedition.

Though  t hey  have 
received worldwide rec-
ognition and applause for 
their herculean efforts on the 
mountains, exploration and 
discovery of this kind does 
not come on the cheap. 

“I have broken just 

about every thing I have,” 
McGregor says, noting that 
Canon does not recommend 
the treatment these gruel-
ing explorations deliver to 
his sensitive photographic 
equipment. 

A fundraising website has 
been launched at Indiegogo.
com, and includes a video 
presentation outlining the 
scientific importance of their 
discoveries thus far, the haz-
ards involved in the expedi-
tions, and a modest presen-
tation explaining the team’s 
needs. 

Glacier Cave Explorers 
are hoping to raise $30,000 
to help with medical sup-
plies, scientific instruments, 
and other essential expedi-
tion-quality gear for their 
on-going work in unforgiv-
ing environments.

You can learn more about 
the nonprofit Glacier Cave 
Explorers organization on 
their Facebook page: www.
facebook.com/glaciercave 
explorers/. Direct donations 
can be made on their fund-
raising website: http://igg.
me/at/glacier-cave-explorers.

McGregor wil l  also 
be presenting “Mysteries 
Beneath the Ice,” at The 
Belfry on February 10, at 6 
p.m. The presentation will 
document the first five years 
of The Sandy Glacier Cave 
Project, through narration, 
stunning photographs from 
inside the cave system, and 
video of the expeditions. 

Tickets  are  $35 at 
the door, or online at 
BendTicket.com. A fine din-
ner will be offered to those in 
attendance.

Fundraiser will support exploration
By Craig Rullman
Correspondent

as the largest source of greenhouse gases and water pollution. 
Undercover investigations have documented farm animals being 
beaten, caged, crowded, deprived, mutilated and shocked.

Lent offers a superb opportunity to honor Christ’s powerful 
message of compassion and love by adopting a meat-free diet 
for Lent and beyond. After all, it’s the diet mandated in Genesis 
1:29 and observed in the Garden of Eden. 

Our supermarket offers a rich array of plant-based meat and 
dairy alternatives, as well as the more traditional vegetables, 
fruits, and grains. Entering “vegan recipes” in our favorite 
search engine offers more products, recipes, and transition tips 
than we can use.

Skyler Nash
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RG INC. CONSTRUCTION

Site Prep, Ponds, Construction

Dig-out, Rock Hammering,

Utilities & Excavation. Call for

free estimates! 541-325-3020

RGIncorporated.com

SWEENEY

EXCAVATING INC.

Site Preps / Septics / Utilities

Rock Hammering

Hauling - Rock & Top Soil

CALL 541-480-8582  or

541-588-0004 Sisters

Lic# 130708 / Bonded & Insured

604 Heating & Cooling

ACTION AIR

Heating & Cooling, LLC

Retrofit • New Const • Remodel

Consulting, Service & Installs

actionairheatingandcooling.com

CCB #195556

541-549-6464

IN NEED OF A 

SERVICE PROVIDER?

Always check out the

Sisters-area advertisers in

THE NUGGET NEWSPAPER

606 Landscaping & Yard

Maintenance

L&B Lawncare ~ Cleanups &

maintenance, brush removal &

more. Call Brad, 541-306-9963.

- FIFI's HAULING & MORE -

We RAKE, MOW, CHIP,

TREE TRIM, HAUL & More!

10-yd. hydraulic dump trailers &

20-yd. flatbed  •  541-419-2204

ERIC & MURPH'S

Cleanup, lawn care, pruning,

hauling, etc. 541-508-9672

NEED ANY YARD HELP?

Over 20 years of experience!

Call Abel Ortega, 541-815-6740

A&E BROTHERS

LAWN MAINTENANCE

Thatching • Aerating

Pine Needles, Gutters, Hauling

541-279-0139 • 541-306-0761

Central Oregon Weed Control

Now's the time to schedule

ground clearing for fencelines,

driveways and roadside. 

Free estimates. No job too large

or small! Remote locations.

Call Sid, 541-788-2009

THE GARDEN ANGEL

Landscape Maintenance

and Irrigation

LCB #9352  •  541-549-2882

“Your Garden’s Best Friend”

Weeding • Pruning • Raking

•Hauling • Weed-Whacking 

Bruce Berryhill, 541-420-3730

701 Domestic Services

~ I and I Crystal Cleaning ~

Have your home and business

crystal clean! with the best rates

in town. Now accepting new

clients, so call today to schedule.

Licensed & Bonded, Refs. 

541-977-1051

– CUSTOM HOUSE CARE –

TLC for your Home, Business

or Rental Cleaning in Sisters,

Black Butte Ranch &

surrounding areas. Let us sparkle

your home for a fresh start!

Call to schedule an immaculate

home cleaning. Lic-Bonded-Ins.

Refs Avail. Call Emilee Stoery,

541-588-0345 or email

customhousecare@earthlink.net

"CLEANING QUEEN"

Serving the Sisters area!

Call Maria at 541-213-0775

BLAKE & SON – Commercial,

Home & Rentals Cleaning

WINDOW CLEANING!

Lic. & Bonded • 541-549-0897

802 Help Wanted

Solid Rock Granite, LLC

is looking for a full-time slab

countertop fabricator/installer.

Starting wage is $16-$18/hour

with experience. Opportunity

for growth. Call 541-549-8550

or email résumé to

info@solidrockoregon.com

GROWING CONSULTING

FIRM in Sisters is looking for

an Account Manager. Position

handles all accounting functions.

Must work on your own with

minimal direction and enjoy

routine. Must have 5+ years exp.

as a full-charge bookkeeper or

controller. Degree in Accounting

or Business preferred but not req.

Hours flexible. Send résumé and

cover letter: jobs@mtngroup.net

The City of Sisters is now hiring

a temporary Seasonal Utility

Assistant for the Public Works

Department. 40 hours/week, must

be available to work weekends.

For a complete job description

and application please go to:

www.ci.sisters.or.us or pick up a

copy at Sisters City Hall.

Application deadline is 5 p.m.

Wednesday, February 24, 2016.

(Pls. incl. your résumé). Approx.

start date is March 14, 2016.

Angeline's Bakery is hiring

early-risers! A.M. baking and/or

raw-food-juicing guru. Drop off

your résumé at Angeline's.

C   L   A    S    S    I    F    I    E    D   S

Hope for a child. Change for a nation.

This ad sponsored by The Nugget Newspaper.

$37 a month. All the difference in the world. 

Sponsor a Ugandan child with a local organization at

HopeAfricaKids.com
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