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Next week the American 
Red Cross will honor three 
Deschutes National Forest 
employees with Health and 
Safety Heroes awards for 
using their safety training 
to save the life of a fellow 
employee.

Honored at the ceremony 
will be Melvin (Mel) Durrant, 
Zebron (Zeb) Watts, and Sean 
Ferrell.

On May 13, 2015, Durrant 
and Watts, forestry techni-
cians for the Sisters Ranger 
District, were conducting 
an annual physical fitness 
test called the “pack test,” 
which is required for all 
employees who are active 
in fire management whether 
they are firefighters or sup-
port personnel. The activity 
involves walking a pre-deter-
mined course within set time  
limits. 

After completing the 
course Sean Ferrell and fel-
low employee Steve Bigby 
were talking with Durrant 

and Watts at the finish line.  
Suddenly Bigby collapsed 
with an apparent heart attack.

Using their training, Mel, 
Zeb and Sean went into 
action applying high perfor-
mance (hands-only) CPR, 
calling 911 and retrieving an 
AED, oxygen and a trauma 
kit from a nearby vehicle. 

Zeb did CPR while Sean 
and Mel applied a shock 
using the AED.  

Bigby was revived before 
Bend Fire EMTs arrived on 
the scene. Bend Fire EMTs 
then transported Steve to 
St. Charles Medical Center 
where he was treated. Since 
that time Steve has recovered 
and returned to work.

Along with honoring the 
three employees, the award 
recognizes the Forest Service 
and Deschutes National 
Forest for maintaining a well-
developed program of safety 
and emergency response 
training and equipment for 
their employees.

USFS men honored 
for lifesaving

BEND (AP) — Engine 
repairs are under way on what 
is believed to be Bend’s first 
car, in anticipation of bring-
ing the early automobile out 
for the public to enjoy during 
Deschutes County’s centen-
nial year.

The Holsman “motor 
buggy” arrived in Bend in 
1907 and was shipped from 
Chicago by train to The 
Dalles.

The black vehicle was 
displayed at the former 
Deschutes Pioneer Museum 
on NW Greenwood Avenue 
after being donated by a local 
family in 1971. It has also 
been featured in exhibits at 
the Des Chutes Historical 
Museum in the former Reid 
School building.

The Deschutes County 
Historical Society board of 
directors decided last year 
to get the Holsman running 
again for events later this year 
celebrating the county centen-
nial. The county was created 
on Dec. 13, 1916.

The first event will be June 
4 at a Bend Elks game. The 
historical society also plans 
to bring it to car shows, the 
Sisters Outdoor Quilt Show 
and the Deschutes County 
Fair.

“It’s going on its own little 

tour,” said Kelly Cannon-
Miller, executive director of 
the historical society. “We 
want to make sure we make it 
around the county.”

Few original Holsman 
automobiles remain today. 
The Holsman Automobile 
Company was based in 
Chicago and went out of busi-
ness after less than a decade 
of production.

H.C. Ellis, the manager of 
the local telephone company 
that bought the Holsman, 
went to The Dalles to pick up 
the car. It took more than 24 
hours to reach Bend, which 
included a five-hour break 
overnight to sleep, according 
to historical accounts.

Wade Bryant, an old-car 
lover and owner of Wade 
Bryant’s Auto Repair & 
Service Center in Bend, is 
donating his time to restore 
the Holsman at his shop.

“I really enjoy it,” he said. 
“It’s an honor to be able to 
work on it. It’s a great piece of 
Bend history.”

Bryant said he believes 
the vehicle is about 90 per-
cent original. The car’s engine 
hasn’t run for decades. Bryant 
has been working to bring it 
back to full power. The wood 
wheels will be sent to a South 
Dakota shop for a tuneup on 
the spokes. The only compo-
nents that are not original are 
the hard rubber tires.

Bend’s first car may be 
up and running soon
By ted shorack
The Bulletin
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