Wednesday, December 23, 2015 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon 23

What am | supposed to do here?

A

Jessie Jane is not so sure about these reindeer games.
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‘Civil war’ over
ballot measures?

By Jonathan J. Cooper

Associated Press

PORTLAND (AP) —
Oregon’s business, union, and
political interests risk opening
a permanent rift if they don’t
come together and negotiate a
plan to withdraw contentious
ballot measures slated for
next year’s election, Senate
President Peter Courtney said
Monday.

The Salem Democrat
warned that “Oregon is on the
verge of its own civil war” pit-
ting the state’s most powerful
and wealthy interests against
each other.

“While we may not physi-
cally kill one another, the
consequences of next Nov.
8 could be our version of
Antietam,” Courtney said,
referring to the bloody Civil
War battle. “Potentially the
bloodiest political day in
Oregon’s history.”

A group backed largely by
public-employee unions has
proposed ballot measures to
significantly increase taxes for
corporations. Other groups are
looking to raise the minimum
wage.

Various business interests
are considering ballot mea-
sures to weaken union rights
or roll back restrictions on
greenhouse gas emissions.

The expensive fight would
create “wounds that will be
opened and never healed,”
Courtney told the annual
Oregon Leadership Summit,
which brings together busi-
ness executives, lawmakers
and lobbyists.

Courtney, who is Oregon’s
longest-serving legislative
leader, is known for using
fiery and dramatic language to
spur action on the issues that
concern him.

Rather than pursuing
multi-million-dollar cam-
paigns over ballot measures,
Courtney encouraged inter-
est groups to come up with
compromise ideas that the
Legislature could consider
in the five-week session that
begins in February.

‘ ‘ While we may not
physically kill one another,
the consequences of

next Nov. 8 could be our
version of Antietam.

— Peter Courtney

Last year, then-Gov. John
Kitzhaber convinced labor
and business interests to stand
down from similar contentious
ballot fights they’d planned.
Instead of a contentious elec-
tion, Kitzhaber hoped to bro-
ker an ambitious reform of
Oregon’s volatile tax system,
but he resigned amid eth-
ics questions surrounding his
fiancée’s consulting work.

Meanwhile, House
Speaker Tina Kotek said busi-
ness officials need to concern
themselves with the state’s
rapidly rising housing prices.
Parents priced out of their
rentals are forced to change
their children’s school, or
endure a long commute to
take them to and from cam-
pus, she said.

“Housing affordability is
a headwind that we must take
on,” said Kotek, D-Portland.
“Policy changes and public
investments are important, but
they will not solve this crisis
on their own. We need the pri-
vate sector.”

The Nugget Newspaper Crossword

By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

ACROSS

1 Has supper

6 Uses a plus
sign

10 Derogatory
remark

14 __ setter;
reddish dog

15 Enjoy a long
bath

16 Saga

17 __ de Ledn;
noted explorer

18 Baking __;
fridge freshener

19 Rainbows

20 More devious

22 Department
store chain

24 __ up; confined

25 Bothers

26 Actress
Lansbury

29 Pinkish color

30 Actress Arthur

31 Scornful look

33 Approaches

37 __ out; sleep
under the stars

39 Actor Buddy

41 Cabbage salad

42 Embezzle

44 First, second
and third

46 Grow old

47 Staircase piece

49 __ out; got rid
of gradually

51 Be a
foreboding sign

54 Hospital room
with many beds

55 African nation

56 Result of a high
fever, perhaps

60 A single time

61 Earnest appeal

63 Rope loop

64 Lager

65 Juicy fruit

66 Windy day toys

67 Is inaccurate

68 Strong urges

69 Store away

DOWN
1 Skinny-__;
swims naked

= This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

Created by Jacqueline

Numbered golf

club

Largest digit

Get away

New __;

Israel’s dollars

Valuable thing

Portal

Family member

Henie or Kwan

10 Makes jump

11 Big

12 Stomach woe

13 Takes ten

21 Senseless

23 Wise __ owl

25 Tiny skin
openings

26 Basics

27 Orderly

28 Sporting event

29 Actor Romero

32 Receded

34 Cry of sorrow

35 Violent anger

36 Lang. spoken
in Stockholm

38 Mates

40 Kathmandu’s

nation
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43 Fibbed

45 Gets smaller
48 “Make it __I";
impatient shout

50 Skillful

51 Investigate

52 Proprietor

53 A.J. Foyt or
Jeff Gordon

56 College
official
57 Tiny bit
58 __ up; spends
59 Fit together, as
gear teeth
62 Gypsy Rose ___

Warnest Wishes & tHappy tHolidays.

from Kivien & Quanits,

Thank you for your ongoing support and onélty.
We look forward to another successful year in 2016
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HIGH-QUALITY PAINTINGS,

JEWELRY, POTTERY,
HAND-FORGED IRON
SCULPTURE, BOOK ART,
WATER FEATURES,

HANDCRAFTED TABLES, TEXTILES,
& CUSTOM HOME DESIGN ACCESSORIES.

)DAVE

e ssentials Stein Care

BE iclusive Elnthepice Salon
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541.719.1800 « 357 WEST HOOD AVE. » INFO@HOODAVENUEART.COM

/\
PEAK PUMPP & MOTOIR

NOW OrFERING WELL PUMP SERVICGE!

FREQUENCY DRIVES * MOTOR CONTROLS - PUMPS

24-HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE A Divisionof
Curt 541-480-1404 » Zach 541-420-8170
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