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“Immersive Landscapes,” 
a show of 15 large photo-
graphs from Sisters Country 
by photographer Curtiss 
Abbott is on display at Black 
Butte Ranch Lodge through 
December 31.

An artist’s reception is set 
for Thursday, December 17, 
from 5 to 7 p.m.

Originally from the Bay 
Area, Curtiss has lived at 
Black Butte Ranch since 
2009. He has made Sisters 
Country his focal point, and 
his images show the depth of 
his love for the rivers, lakes, 
fall colors, sunrises and sun-
sets. “I call these ‘Immersive 
Landscapes’ to reflect my 
intention that you feel almost 
as if you are inside my image 
– listening to the waterfall, 
walking in the woods, gaz-
ing at distant mountains,” he 
says.

Some – but by no means 
all – of the photographs are 
taken on or from the Ranch. 
A seasonal favorite is “Path 

Through the Aspens,” a 
golden shot of the walking/
bike path in autumn, with 
Black Crater in the distance. 
Curtiss’ personal favorite is 
“McKenzie River Cascades.” 

All of the photographs are 
printed on canvas and set in 
walnut “floater fames” to 
maximize their presentation. 
All are for sale. Photographer 
and custom framer Dennis 
Schmidling of Sisters Gallery 
& Frame Shop stretched 
most and framed all of the 
canvases. 

“Nature offers such a won-
derful palette of colors and 
experiences,” Curtiss says.

That is why he prefers to 
display his work in as large 
a format as possible. He 
shoots with a medium-format 
digital camera: a Phase One 
80-megapixel digital back 
on a Cambo technical cam-
era with Rodenstock lenses. 
He then optimizes the images 
using Capture One Pro and 
Photoshop, and prints on a 

44-inch-wide Epson 9900 
printer. 

He is often asked if he 
manipulates his images.

“Some see it as a badge of 
honor to ‘get it in the cam-
era,’ but the camera actually 
distorts reality, depending on 
what lens you are using. And, 
all of your ‘automatic’ settings 
interpret the images based on 

how the computer inside your 
camera processes them. Is 
that reality? Everybody sees 
things differently,” Curtiss 
says. “The final product is a 
print, and I want the print to 
represent what I saw, heard, 
smelled and felt when I cap-
tured the image. The photog-
rapher’s image is what I want 
to convey.”

Sisters photographer shows at BBR

Curtiss Abbott and his favorite image, “McKenzie Cascades,” in the Lodge 
at Black Butte Ranch.
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BEND (AP) — A mule 
deer wandering around Eagle 
Crest survived a close call 
when a resident spotted an 
arrow sprouting from its side.

The Bulletin reports that 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife (ODFW) biolo-
gists and Oregon State Police 
(OSP) responded this week 
after an Eagle Crest resident 
reported the buck’s injury.

ODFW officials say biolo-
gists hit the deer with a tran-
quilizer dart and then per-
formed surgery to remove 
the arrow in a garage, then 
released the deer in the neigh-
borhood where it was found.

Anyone with information 
about who wounded the buck 
is asked to call OSP’s tip line. 

Wildlife 
workers save 
deer from 
arrow shot 


