
Wednesday, December 2, 2015 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        9

When you teach a man to 
hate and fear his brother…
when you teach that those 
who differ from you threaten 
your freedom or your job or 
your family, then you learn to 
confront others not as fellow 
citizens but as enemies… We 
must admit the vanity of our 
false distinctions among men 
and learn to find our own 
advancement in the search 
for the advancement of all…
We must recognize that this 
short life can neither be 
ennobled nor enriched by 
hatred or revenge.

— Robert F. Kennedy
Terrorism has struck 

again and with a vengeance. 
Explosions and shoot-
ings in Paris and across the 
globe have signaled a new 
level of man’s inhumanity 
to man. No longer are we 

concerned with hardened 
targets like embassies but 
now “soft” targets are what 
people fear and worry about. 
Restaurants; theaters; con-
cert venues; cafés. No place 
seems immune from this 
current ISIS jihad. 

Targeting these “soft” 
targets sprinkles fear every-
where — even here, I ven-
ture. Fear makes people react 
and not act. Fear is irratio-
nal. Everyone is overcome 
with the need to “do some-
thing,” anything. We ignore 
facts and reason and, sadly, 
our deep-seated values. 

The attacks in Paris had 
a predictable and disturb-
ing effect on the presiden-
tial campaign. I expected 
Donald Trump to be blus-
tery and irrational, but I did 
not expect him to be such 
a fear-mongering bigot. 
Register Muslims? Regulate 
mosques? I am not sure what 
goes on in Ben Carson’s 
mind but it is apparently a 
very scary place. This is not 
pre-war Germany. Most of 
the Republicans are flailing 
around showing how tough 
they are by trying to ban 
Syrian refugees from com-
ing here or, in a de facto way, 
making it so difficult they 
cannot come in. Banning 
refugees from coming here? 
Really? Is that what we have 
become? The House passed 
a bill making it virtually 
impossible for any Syrian 
refugee to enter this country. 

T h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g 
majority of Syrian refugees 
are women and children 
fleeing the same conflict in 
which we are now involved. 
Most are literate and just 
want what is best for their 
families. They are leaving a 
war zone, which has become 
unlivable. Because one guy 
who was involved in the 
Paris attacks may have — 
that is “may have” — gone 
through Greece, we paint all 
Syrian refugees as the same. 
Talk about overreaction! 
There have been almost 9 
million people displaced as a 
result of the civil war which 
began in 2011. Three mil-
lion have left Syria to go to 
its neighbors and 6.5 million 
have been displaced inter-
nally. One guy involved in 
the Paris melee may have 
joined the throngs of peo-
ple leaving the region and 
we are ready to zip up our 
border. 

Before this “enlightened” 
Congress decided to pass 
this bill restricting refugee 
immigrants, they probably 
were not aware that only 46 
Syrian refugees have been 
admitted to date. It is an 
18-month to two-year pro-
cess to get admitted here 
under refugee status, and 
most will not qualify. It is an 
incredibly stringent vetting 
process involving many fed-
eral agencies. They already 
get what is known as a Syria 
Enhancement Review. So if 

a terrorist wanted to come 
to this country via the refu-
gee route he/she would 
have to be among the mil-
lions waiting for a decision, 
then be chosen among the 
10,000 who will be poten-
tially admitted after a mini-
mum 18-month to two-year 
wait. His/her chances would 
be immeasurably slim. He 
might have a better chance 
winning Mega Bucks. 
Wouldn’t it just be easier to 
apply for a visitor visa?

I am ashamed we only 
want to take in 10,000 refu-
gees. The best manner of 
defiance is not to cave-in 
to the fear mongering and 
paranoia but to stand tall 
and show all what we are 
made of and show what our 
core values are. We will 
not buckle. So we should 
not take in 10,000 but 10 
times that amount. They will 
immeasurably improve the 
fabric of our country and add 
to the mix which as made 
this country great. Let’s not 
show our cowardice but our 
strength, our real strength. 

I had the privilege of vis-
iting the Statue of Liberty 
and Ellis Island in New York 
Harbor a few years ago. It 
was very inspirational and 
a reminder that we are a 
nation built on the toil of 
refugees and immigrants. 
Many of our colonies were 
founded by refugees from 
religious persecution. Some 
were fleeing war zones. Are 
the Syrians so different? 
Orphans? Emma Lazarus 
is credited with the saying 
at the base of the Statue of 
Liberty: Give me your tired, 
your poor, your huddled 
masses yearning to breathe 
free, the wretched refuse 
of your teeming shores. 
My ancestors were among 
those huddles masses and 
I bet many of yours were, 
too. Have we forgotten? 
These are our core values 
and they should continue to 
be. Standing by these values 
keeps our country great. 

Dan Glode is a Sisters 
resident and retired attorney 
and Lincoln County District 
Attorney
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Saturday, December 5 • 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. & Sunday, December 6 • 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Deschutes County Fairgrounds in the North AND South Sister Buildings

CRAFT FAIR & BAZAAR!
Features local handmade crafts. 
Find that perfect one-of-a-kind 

gift for that special person!

TACK & EQUIPMENT SALE!
Gently used cleaned tack and 

equipment. Come and fi nd that 

piece of tack you need!

RUMMAGE SALE!
Clothing, household items, home 
decor, etc. Find a bargain that 
you just cant pass up!

Admission is $1 or 1 can of food or other non-perishable food item. All food collected will be donated to the local food pantry.

A Child Activity Corner is available while you shop!

For more information please contact us at 541.548.6088 or kimberly.griffi ths@oregonstate.edu

All proceeds will benefi t the Deschutes County 4-H Program, a 501(c)(3) nonprofi t. Funds will be utilized to maintain current 4-H programming levels.

1 2 3

Three Events 
in One!

Gordon’s Last Touch
541-549-3008Cleaning Specialists For… 

Carpets • Upholstery 
Windows

Snow Removal! Member of the Better 
Business Bureau

Serving Central Oregon Since 1980
Bonded & Insured

Accepting VISA 
& MasterCard!

You meet the nicest people at

The Hair Caché!

152 E. Main Ave. • 541-549-8771

Old-School-Style

BARBER SHOP
Veteran’s Discounts 

& Hot Shaves!

170 W. Cascade Ave., Ste. 5
(Behind BJ’s Ice Cream)

541-549-9000

Tues-Fri 8 AM-5 PM
Sat 7 AM-3 PM

Sun-Mon Closed

COMPLIMENTARY 
BEER ON TAP!

Walk-Ins
No appt. 
needed

       Year-round 

FIREWOOD 
SALES

— Kindl ing —
— —

SISTERS 
FOREST PRODUCTS

541-410-4509
SistersForestProducts.com


