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CALDERA: Program
mentors youth over
several years
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highest honor for creative
youth programs, recognizing
the country’s best programs as
well as highlighting the posi-
tive role that arts and humani-
ties play in youth academic
achievement, graduation rates
and college enrollment. The
awardees — chosen from a
pool of more than 285 nomi-
nations and 50 finalists from
50 states — were also recog-
nized for improving literacy,
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An unforgettable moment.

language abilities, commu-
nication, performance skills,
and cultural awareness.

“As I’ve said many times
before, arts education is not a
luxury, it is a necessity,” said
Mrs. Obama at the ceremony.
“It’s really the air many of
these kids breathe. It’s how
we get kids excited about get-
ting up and going to school
in the morning. It’s how we
get them to take ownership of
their future. And that’s why
these programs are so impor-
tant. We have to keep shining
a light on them. We have to
keep encouraging these kids
because they are the next gen-
eration of fabulous.”

For Alena, the whole expe-
rience was pretty fabulous in
and of itself.

“Everything there was
absolutely gorgeous,” she
told The Nugget. “Michelle
Obama was gorgeous; the
White House was gorgeous.”

But more important than
the beauty and glamour of
the occasion was the honor
of representing her many
peers in the Caldera program
in receiving the National
Arts and Humanities Youth
Program Award.

“l know I was taking
everyone with me when I
accepted it,” she said.

She also appreciated the
opportunity to meet and
interact with other students
in other programs that were

honored that night.

Nore has been involved
with Caldera for the past six
years and has seen her con-
fidence and artistic talent
blossom with the year-round
mentorship that starts with the
Caldera Discovery Summer
Camp.

“It becomes a lot more
than a summer camp,” she
said. “It becomes this family
that you make.”

She is happy to see the
program gain this kind of
national recognition.

“My experience with
Caldera has been life-chang-
ing,” she said. “It’s exciting
to see that programs like this
are recognized and valued,
because I know there are
many more young people who
need the kind of mentoring |
benefitted from.”

Oregon Governor Kate
Brown expressed her enthu-
siastic support for Caldera:
“By engaging and inspiring
young people, Caldera is giv-
ing them not just the vision
but the skills to build a new
and better life for themselves,
for their families, and for our
community. These young
people are learning how to
use creative thinking to work
as a team, to solve problems
and to express themselves
constructively. These are
exactly the kinds of skills we
want them to have to be able
to succeed in school, in work,
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Alena Nore and Caldera Executive Director Tricia Snell accepted the
National Arts and Humanities Youth Program Award from Michelle Obama.

and in life.”

Alena is applying her
experience at Caldera toward
her chosen professional path.

She is planning to attend
college with a major in psy-
chology and either a double
major or minor in studio art,
with an eye toward pursu-
ing a career in arts therapy
counseling.

She believes as passion-
ately as Michelle Obama or
Kate Brown in the importance
of arts education.

“It’s something that’s
so necessary for the proper
development of young peo-
ple,” she said.

The arts teach young peo-
ple to solve problems cre-
atively — and they help young
people understand themselves

and their world and provide a
positive way to express them-
selves at a time that can be
fraught with tension, uncer-
tainty and frustration.

She believes that self-
expression is at the core of
success, and that material
“success” is not a measure of
a person.

“When people are able to
convey those emotions, that’s
when they find their true
value,” she said.

Wherever the path that she
stepped out upon six years
ago may lead, she is certain of
one thing:

“I’ll definitely be coming
back to Caldera.”

For more information
about Caldera’s programs,
visit www.calderaarts.org.

Raise & Paw for Furry Friends!
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Pet Photos with Santal

Saturday, Dec.5 ¢ 11 am.to 2 p.m.

Inside the Maida Bailey building on Spruce,
located behind the Sisters Chamber office.
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PO. Box 698, Sist

rop off your donation afs
The Nugget Newspaper,
442 E. Main Ave.
or mail a check to
Furry Friends Foundation

ers, OR 97759

DONATE ONLINE at
FurryFriendsFoundahon.org

Also ... Furry Friends Foundation, 501(c)(3),
needs your support to feed Sisters-area
pets this holiday! Please consider

a donation of dry pet-food (dog

A
American Nutrition
i

Best things for best fricnds!

or cat). Dog biscuits and cat
treats are also needed.
Cash donations welcome!
Make checks payable to
Furry Friends Foundation.

The pet-food will be

distributed in conjunction
with the Sisters Kiwanis
Holiday Food Share program
to help Sisters-area families.
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