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To the Editor:
It’s disappointing that the first shots over the bow 

in the latest iteration of the argument for a paved 
trail from Sisters to Black Butte Ranch should be 
ad-hominem, name-calling attacks on two local 
people (Nugget Letters to the Editor November 4). 
It’s especially egregious in light of the letter from 
Rep. Alan Unger implying that only we opponents 
of the south-side alignment have been uncivil (The 
Nugget — October 6, 2015).

Majority opinion is valid only to the extent that 
it is informed. Advocates of the paved trail to Black 
Butte Ranch maintain that endorsements and names 
on petitions are enough to make the trail happen.

In fact, there are many more criteria to be met. 
Admittedly, we opponents of the Black Butte Ranch 
trail have been slow out of the gate; we do not have 
a long-standing organizational structure, two web-
sites, a brochure, or a T-shirt as the advocates do. 
We haven’t canvassed local social events with peti-
tions, or local businesses asking for their support.

What we have done: we’ve researched the rami-
fications of the proposed trail and have concluded 
that the south-side alignment along Highway 20 has 
serious downsides and negative effects that could be 
ameliorated by a different trail alignment.

We’ve gone where we’ve been invited to speak 
and will continue to do so. We will get the word out 
without personal attacks and without denigrating 
our opponents.

Joellyn Loehr
F.S. Buehler
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To the Editor:
I would like to formally congratulate Bill 

Rexford, former Sisters lacrosse boys varsity head 

coach, on being inducted into the Oregon U.S. 
Lacrosse Hall of Fame. Formal induction will be on 
November 20 in Portland, Oregon. 

Bill had been instrumental in growing the sport 
of lacrosse in the state of Oregon. He was one of the 
early “founding fathers” in the Portland area nearly 
20 years ago. With his move to Sisters and with the 
help of Andrew Gorayeb, Bill helped build a thriv-
ing local program that has influenced boys and girls 
at all grade levels in the district. 

Congratulations on a job well done.
Winter and Treasure Lewis 
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To the Editor:
Solution for global warming? 
Senator Jeff Merkley just sent out a video clip 

via email on his proposal, which can be seen at: 
https://youtu.be/KIWLkU_zvVM .

It’s obvious from the clip how utterly stupid 
Democrats think the American people are. Presented 
in a format that appeals to the mind of a 4-year-old; 
Jeff attempts to scare us concerning carbon diox-
ide but neglects to even mention that it’s essential 
for photosynthesis in plants that include our food 
supply. 

The argument on global warming has numerous 
scientific experts on both sides of the argument. Just 
50 or so years ago we were headed for a new ice 
age. 

Jeff also failed to describe even one replace-
ment technology that will power trains, planes, 
semi trucks, and ships that handle logistics for the 
world’s economy(minor oversight).

As for actual global warming; the only real evi-
dence we will probably see in our lifetime is that 
from a nuclear weapon detonated by Iran, per-
sonally approved by Jeff Merkley and his fellow 
Democrats.

Jeff Mackey
s s s

To the Editor:
Editor’s note: The following is a letter in 

response to ODOT’s OReGo program, a pilot road 
usage charge program. According to ODOT, “with 
OReGO, volunteers pay a per-mile fee and receive a 
credit for any fuel tax paid at the pump. The system 
charges participants for the number of miles driven 
on Oregon roads.”

No! This is not pioneering. This is liberal, social-
stic, communistic “innovations.” Our Constitution 
and Bill of Rights were written to guarantee that fed-
eral and state government would not tell “we the peo-
ple” how to lead or live our personal lives. Who or 
what gives ODOT license to do something like this?

No, I do not understand “how important it is for 
Oregon to conduct this test drive” of a road funding 
alternative. There is no good reason at all!

I have paid taxes in Oregon for 43 years. If the 
taxes collected for road were not part of a “shell 
game” of co-mingling funds and used for other 
things, there would be money to take care of the 
road infrastructure into the future. 

ODOT is attempting a coup in Sisters, or to 
build a round-about to nowhere for an estimated $4 
million when a simple stoplight in the same place 
(ODOT estimate $1 million) would take care of the 
problem equally well. In fact it did all last summer 
when the main road through town was closed for 
most of the summer. 

I believe that those who came up with this clever 
rip-off did not grow up in responsible family situ-
ations and learn the value of living your life on a 
cash basis and being a responsible steward of not 
only your personal life, but also of the state and the 
wonderful country we live in. 

What agenda do you have for those who do not 
“volunteer” for this added tax (with a reverse credit 
for those who perform)? You must think we are all 
stupid. The Boston Tea Party was nothing com-
pared what is going on today in the state and federal 
governments. 

Kay Temple
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Three Sisters Mountain Pottery
Handmade pottery mugs, bowls, pie plates 

and more. Made in Sisters, Oregon. 
Stop by to see the wide selection of pottery!

Canyon Creek Pottery  

310 N. Cedar St.  |  541-390-2449

www.canyoncreekpotteryllc.com

A Certificate for Renewal
It’s the perfect gift at this hectic time of year. 

Choose a spa package, products, or a relaxing massage. 
With every gift certifi cate purchase receive a 

10% discount on “stocking-stuffer” retail products.
Give the gift of tranquility, the gift of Shibui. 

Shibui Spa at FivePine  

541-549-6164

www.shibuispa.com
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Give The Perfect Gift
Get your holiday shopping all sewn up with a 

Stitchin’ Post & Twigs Gift Card. The perfect gift for 
the quilter, knitter or special person in your life.  

Stitchin’ Post

311 W. Cascade Ave. | 541-549-6061

www.stitchinpost.com

Gotta Have It!
Your Sisters Country “must-haves” for the Holidays!

Appearing in the December 9 & 16 issues of The Nugget Newspaper.
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Merchants: Feature your “must have” in full color for two weeks 
for only $100! Deadline: Thursday, December 3

Call Lisa Buckley at 541-549-9941 to reserve your spot today! 


