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nyti.ms/1LUlZhc.) The online 
version has received over a 
million views and the timing 
coincides with the lead-up 
to the Paris Climate Change 
Conference occurring later 
this month.

Overstreet’s contribution 
to the research is significant. 
He designed the equipment 
used for the study and figured 
out a way to deploy it from 
a kayak. Using an elaborate 
system of ropes, similar to 
that used in swift-water res-
cue operations, he was able 
to get the main measuring 
instrument, an acoustic dop-
pler current profiler which 
measures the depth and veloc-
ity of a river, into the water.

Lance Piatt, the Sisters 
owner of Rescue Response 
Gear, helped Overstreet 
understand the ins and outs 
of working with ropes and 
water. The company’s library 
of instructional videos and the 
hands-on help that Piatt gave 
were invaluable, Overstreet 
said.

The fascination with riv-
ers that defines Overstreet’s 
life and profession began as a 
child in the Okanagan Valley 
in northern Washington. His 
parents owned property out-
side of Tonasket, and the 
creek flowing through the 
land kept young Brandon 
entertained for hours on end. 
Around age 10 he started 
noticing that flowing water 
had a dynamic and was ever 
changing.

The family moved to 
Sisters in 1999, and Overstreet 
and his best friend were at the 
front of the line to sign up for 
that first IEE class.

“This had the biggest 
impact on me,” he said. 
“Studying Whychus Creek, 
going to the Camp Polk 
Meadow and discussing how 
the channel had changed. My 
scientific interest in water was 
sparked then.”

Through IEE he had the 
opportunity to walk on the 
glacier, an experience that 
stood him in good stead when 
researchers for the Greenland 
project were sought. That 
project was conducted on an 
ice sheet that is several kilo-
meters thick in places, so 
some familiarity with moving 
around on ice was an asset. 
But before taking part in that, 
he floated down many miles 
of swift water in his kayak, 
honing his skills and learning 
about the ways the earth and 
water interact.

His undergraduate degree, 
from the University of Idaho, 
is in geology. A foray into 
river guiding with a kayak 
business followed, but he 
soon discovered that he pre-
ferred the more introspective 
aspect of studying a river to 
guiding customers. “I was 
always trying to find a way 
to make it feasible to be on a 
river, but the scientific mind-
set suits me better,” he said.

He discovered that the 
University of Wyoming 
offered a masters program 
in geology. (The university 
had a program in counseling 
and social work that suited 
his wife, Lindsey Warner-
Overstreet, also a SHS gradu-
ate.) The couple settled into 

life in Laramie and while 
working on his masters thesis 
in 2012 Overstreet was cho-
sen by his advisor, an expert 
in remote sensing of rivers, to 
accompany the research team 
to Greenland for an initial 
study.

The goal then was to assess 
feasibility of using the instru-
ment Brandon was develop-
ing to study river flow. His 
own research, which is con-
tinuing into his doctoral dis-
sertation, was conducted on 
the Snake River in the Grand 
Teton National Park. There, 
he is studying if a dam located 
on Jackson Lake affects the 
pristine nature of the Snake 
River.

The 2012 Greenland trip 
proved that Overstreet’s tech-
nique works, setting the stage 
for the 2015 phase of the 
research, actually measuring 
flow, something that hadn’t 
been done previously. The 
goal of the current project is 
to test and validate the mod-
els that are currently being 
used to predict water flow as 
related to ice melt.

“It’s an exciting time 
because we’ve gone from 
modeling how Greenland is 
melting to actually being able 
to measure how much water is 
flowing,” said Overstreet.

The Overstreets and their 
baby daughter returned to 
Central Oregon 18 months 
ago and are settled in Tumalo. 
Brandon works out of office 
space there, connecting to 
the members of the research 
team and his doctorate advi-
sor online and by phone. The 
Times article generated quite 
a bit of interest around the 
world, with a reporter from 
Portugal contacting him for 

an interview.
If it all gets a bit chaotic, 

he can walk a few steps to the 
Deschutes River and watch it 

flow toward the ocean, know-
ing that his work is help-
ing mankind understand the 
journey.
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