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Board boosts no-logging buffers

PORTLAND (AP) —
Forest officials have voted
to expand no-logging buffers
along streams on private tim-
berland in western Oregon to
keep water cool enough for
salmon.

The Oregon Board of
Forestry adopted the rules
on Thursday, despite pro-
tests from logging interests.
Riparian zone buffers would
increase to 80 feet on medium-
sized streams and 60 feet on
small streams, with the option
to not cut any trees or to do
thinning on part of the buffer.

The new rules won’t apply
in the Siskiyou region, which
was left out of the buffer
expansion.

Currently trees must be left
uncut 20 feet from streams on
private timberland — though
some additional feet are
required where a number of
trees must be maintained.

Removing too many trees
leads streams to warm up,
which can harm cold-water
fish like salmon, steelhead,
and bull trout. Logging
near streams also eliminates
downed logs, which help cre-
ate deep pools for salmon to

escape predators and hide
from the heat.

The bigger the no-logging
buffers, the more shade, but
the greater the economic
impact on timberland owners.

Conservationists for years
have been trying to get the
board to boost the current buf-
fers of 20 feet to 100 feet in
order to meet the cold water
standard. In recent years,
record hot temperatures and
drought have killed fish.

Earlier this year, federal
regulators ruled that Oregon
logging rules do not suffi-
ciently protect fish and water
in western Oregon from pol-
lution caused by clear-cutting
too close to streams, runoff
form old logging roads, and
other problems.

The Board of Forestry con-
sidered two proposals. One
would have increased no-cut
buffer zones to 90 feet, while
the other would have left buf-
fers unchanged, but would
have require approaches such
as thinning, sun-sided buffers
or staggering harvests. The
newly adopted rules were a
compromise between the two.

“We feel it’s a modest step

in the right direction, but we’re
concerned it doesn’t go far
enough,” said Bob Van Dyk
with the Wild Salmon Center.
Van Dyk said the new small
stream buffers still won’t meet
legal requirements to protect
cold water for salmon.

‘ ‘ We feel it's a modest
step in the right direction,
but we’re concerned it

doesn’t go far enough.
— Bob Van Dyk

Timber companies said the
buffer increase would have
big economic effects and is
too expensive for loggers.
Kristina McNitt, president of
the Oregon Forest Industries
Council, said the organization
sees the new logging restric-
tions as political and arbitrary.
The group represents private
timberland owners.

“There is no evidence
that modern forest practices
harm fish,” McNitt said in a
statement.
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Coaches Austin Cantwell and Jacob Allen cheer on Sisters
Elementary School students in a flag football game.

THANKSGIVING BUFFET
AT BLACK BUTTE RANCH

Enjoy a traditional culinary feast at our
extraordinary Thanksgiving Buffet at the Lodge.

Thursday, November 26, 11am-4:30pm
Adults $ 45.95 | 5-12 years $23 | 4 years and younger eat free

RESERVATIONS 866.976.6978 ¢ BLACKBUTTERANCH.cOM
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Musical on tap...
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The Sisters High School music department is performing the
hilarious Broadway musical “Urinetown” Thursday through Sunday
in the SHS auditorium. Tickets are only available at the door. There
are over 90 students involved in making this show a success.

Your Care is open for your medical needs
every day - including Veteran’s Day.

For our veterans... 50% off DOT Physicals
through Saturday, 11/21/15.

¢ YOUrCare  541-548-2899

/om’ YourCareMedical.com

International Science Technology And Research (ISTAR),
a company based in Sisters, provides expertise setting up
research facilities primarily in the polar regions. ISTAR has
the capability to launch heavy-lift balloons that can exceed
1 million cubic meters with a lift capability of 6 tons (the LA
coliseum could fit inside the balloon). In 2002, ISTAR won
NASA’s Public Service Award for the development and man-
agement of NASA’s stratospheric long-duration balloon pro-
gram in Antarctica.

ISTAR founder Steven Peterzén will share highlights of
their scientific research and potential future research projects.

Tues., November 17
At The Belfry, 302 E. Main Ave., Sisters
One-hour Lecture begins at 7 p.m.
Doors open at 6 p.m. for food and beverage.
Admission: $5;
Science Club Donors,

Teachers and
Students - FREE

Bring your curloslty and an appetite for food, drink & knowledge!




