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Artist Joanie Keast creates Three Sisters mosaic

By Katy Yoder

Correspondent

Mosaic artist Joanie Keast
learned a lot from her career
in the Silicon Valley — but
not in the way you’d think.
She didn’t work for a high-
tech company like Apple,
instead she followed her life-
long dream of being a morti-
cian. One of her final clients
was Steve Jobs and she was
part of the team that prepared
the visionary for the hereafter.

“I’'m grateful for the 25
years as a mortician because
so much of who I am comes
from that,” said Keast. “The
job deals with the sadder side
of life every day. I learned
to deal with it and found it
shaped my outlook on life. It
made me realize how short
life can be and to see the
beauty in people and their
stories.”

Keast also learned how
important the wisdom of
those older than her was and
how much they could teach
her.

“My parents taught us to
appreciate nature and that
what we have doesn’t have to
be new and shiny.”

That lesson translated
into her creation of mosaics
art pieces. Once she and her
husband, Brian, settled into
their home off Holmes Road,
Keast got to work on her new
passion.

“My life began with par-
ents that supported my cre-
ative side. They even encour-
aged me when, at the age of
16, I told them I wanted to
be a mortician,” she laughed.
“I don’t think they believed
me, but they encouraged me
anyway.”

With her transition to
a Central Oregon lifestyle
firmly in place, Keast has
enjoyed meeting new friends
and gathering items for future
mosaics.

“People give me things

Joanie Keast at work on a mosaic of the Three Sisters, which she unveiled last week.

that have personal connec-
tions to me like my grandfa-
ther’s bolo tie.”

In addition to including
items she’s collected from
myriad sources, Keast always
includes a watch face set to

the time of her birth as her
personal signature.

“I love the materials I use
like a broken piece of china or
a single earring. [ want to give
them a second life,” she said.

While she’s working on a
new mosaic, Keast wonders
about each piece’s story. She
becomes attached to them
and loves giving them new
meaning.

Her latest project was
unveiled during an open
house at her home where it is
installed in the kitchen. The
mosaic is twenty-four feet
long with twenty-three pieces
that fit together like a giant
puzzle. Her husband, Brian is
aretired contractor and helped
Keast by building the cutouts
she used to affix the tiles.

This time, she chose a
technique that doesn’t have
any seam lines. With her
husband’s help they lifted all

the pieces 12 feet above the
kitchen.

“l wanted this work to
honor this area,” she said.
“What better way than the
Three Sisters? It’s been my
project for the last year.”

Keast hosted the open
house to share her latest work
with her friends. Guests kept
staring at the mosaic, seeing
more details as they gazed at
her creation. Sunbursts, swirl-
ing sky and the Three Sisters
tower over the kitchen. The
charismatic colors are woven
with pieces of jewelry, animal
figures, pebbles and granite.
Only a Central Oregonian
knows that the colors Keast
chose, no matter how bright,
can truly be found in a Sisters
sunset or the waters of the
Metolius River.

Coming from a bustling
city in the Bay Area, Keast’s
work reflects her appreciation
for the beauty around her.

“I’m coming from true
gratitude and I want my mosa-
ics to show that.”

Keast’s work also embod-
ies the idea that second
chances are available for us

all. Each item she incorpo-
rates into her work, represents
an old story with a new chap-
ter still unfolding.

With Brian’s help building
the frames for her mosaics and
his constant encouragement,
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the two have made a formi-
dable team.

“We’re so happy to have
found this area, we love the

people!” she said. “It’s been

better than we could have
hoped.”

Doug Roberts

Principal Broker, GRI, CRB

541-280-6199

dougrobertsMPS@gmail.com
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METOLIUS
~ PROPERTY SALES
290 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters
541-588-6614
metoliuspropertysales.com

16052 Foothill Lane, Sisters
This 3-bedroom, 2.5-bath farm-style home is
in excess of 2,800 square feet with massive
rock fireplace in the living room and remodeled
kitchen. Property features a 2-stall barn, fenced
irrigated pastures, 1,035 sq. ft. guest house
with full bath, and a 4-car garage. $849,500
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Giving schools a hoost...
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The Outlaw Booster Club presented a significant donation to Sisters schools last week.
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Reduce the fear of fallmg

Benefits of different types of walking,
stretching exercise and motivational ideas 4

MOB: Sept. 30-Nov. 18 | Wed. 1-3 pm
At SPRD | 8 weeks | $10 ID, $20 OD

At SPRD | 6 weeks | $10 ID $20 OD

WOMEN'S FALL
MOUNTAIN BIKE RIDING

Certified instructor Brittany Simons will once again caII out to
beginners and intermediate-level ladies who want to ride the £
trails of Sisters Country! Oct. |-29 | Thur. 5-6:30 pm fﬁ
At Blazin Saddles | 5 rides | $25 ID, $30 OD

WFMBR & YOGA PACKAGE

Jan.4 | $45 ID, $50 OD

» State-of-the-art
Security Technology

» Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40
» Individual Gate Codes

+ Long-term Discounts

« On-site Manager

= Sisters Industrial PaF
™ 157 Sisters Park Dr. « 541-549-3575
www.SistersStorage.com



