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AAA projects the number 
of Americans traveling this 
Labor Day holiday weekend 
will increase one percent 
from 2014, with about 35.5 
million travelers or 11 per-
cent of the population taking 
a trip at least 50 miles away 
from home. 

This is the highest vol-
ume for the holiday since  
2008.

In the Pacific region 
Labo r  Day  t r ave l  i s 
expected to increase by 
1.2 percent with 5.5 mil-
lion people or 10.4 percent 
of the population taking  
trips.

Most travelers will go by 
car: 86 percent of travelers 
nationally and 80 percent in 
the Pacific region will drive 
to their destination.

Gas prices are the lowest 
for the holiday since 2009.

Air travel is also up.
Fires in the West may 

impact travel due to road 
closures and poor air qual-
ity; AAA advises travelers to 
monitor the situation.

Travel 
increase 
expected for 
Labor day

Over the years there have 
been many programs offered 
by Together For Children, 
(TFC) a parent/child pro-
gram for families with young 
children. None have been 
as requested or remembered 
more fondly than the Big Rig 
Celebration held in conjunc-
tion with the Knife River con-
struction company.

On September 12 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. TFC will 
offer its eighth annual Big 
Rig Celebration, held at the 
Knife River lot on Highway 
20 in Tumalo. All children 
six and under are invited to 
come for a time of exploring 
and adventure. The first 100 
children will be admitted free. 
The cost after that is $5 per 
child, with no cost for accom-
panying adults.

There will be large con-
struction equipment arranged 
around the area for climbing 
in and around, along with sev-
eral large mountains of sand 
for digging in, sliding down, 
pouring and exploring. Chil-
dren are encouraged to bring 
their own sandbox shovels, 
pails, trucks and excavation 
tools so they can fully enjoy 
the experience. Parents may 
want to bring folding chairs 

for comfortable viewing.
The Deschutes County 

Sheriffs Department will be 
there as well as Cloverdale 
Fire Department with equip-
ment, personnel and activi-
ties for the kids. T-shirts and 
hardhats will be available to 
commemorate the experience, 
along with vendors providing 
food and raffle opportunities 
to win a variety of prizes.

Money raised will go 
toward the operation of TFC 
of Bend, Redmond, and 
Sisters. To learn more visit 
www.together-for-children.
org. Groups will be forming 
soon in the three communi-
ties. Interested parents and 
grandparents are encouraged 
to indicate an interest. For 
more information call Linda 
at 541-420-8110.

Kids can have fun  
with big rigs

Engineer ing ingenu-
ity figures prominently in 
this year’s SLO HotHouse 
Summer Accelerator pro-
gram. The intense 13-week 
program, offered through Cal 
Poly’s Center for Innovation 
& Entrepreneurship (CIE), 
is aimed at helping new ven-
tures succeed — including a 
local student’s startup.

Eric Adler (mechanical 
engineering) from Sisters, 
is a team member of Flume, 
one of 11 interdisciplinary 
companies accepted into the 
summer SLO HotHouse pro-
gram. Flume is a non-inva-
sive, real-time device that 
allows homeowners or renters 
to access their water-usage 

data in real time via a smart-
phone and Web app. Other 
team members include James 
Fazio (software engineering) 
from Carpinteria, California, 
and Jeffrey Hufford (electri-
cal engineering) from Santa 
Rosa, California.

CIE provides seed money, 
hands-on mentorship and ded-
icated office space during the 
summer at its new downtown 
SLO HotHouse location. The 
startups also receive training 
through workshops and are 
given resources to develop 
skills and ideas. At the end 
of the program, they will 
have an opportunity to pitch 
their ideas to investors during 
Demo Day in September.

Sisters grad displays 
engineering ingenuity

FURRY FRIENDS
FOUNDATION501(c)(3)

HURRY, the drawing 
will be held 

Monday, September 7, 2015!
Last chance to purchase tickets to win this beautiful 

art quilt, “No! No!,” designed and pieced 
by Valerie Fercho-Tillery.

On display at The Nugget offi ce, 442 E. Main Ave.
Bring your pup by for a dog cookie and have a look!

Tickets may be purchased at 
The Nugget offi ce or online at our website, 

www.furryfriendsfoundation.org.

Quilt Raffl e
for

“No, No!” by by Valerie Fercho-Tillery  |  44" x 62"

Tickets are $1 each, six for $5 or 
go for it, 25 for $20.

Info: 541-549-9941
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Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING
Quality Cleaning

Reasonable Prices Call the professionals at Sweeney Plumbing 
for all your plumbing repairs and 

kitchen & bath remodeling projects.

Don’t sleep 
with a drip 

tonight!
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