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Kris Kristovich captured a stunning shot of the Milky Way from 
McKenzie pass.

photo by Kris Kristovich

Magnificent Milky Way...

its existing sites to the State 
system and in return, by add-
ing the existing State sites 
to the County system, there 
would be increased signal 
density in Deschutes County.

In the interest of public 
safety, it is logical that 911 
services be centralized under 
one agency to provide a more 
robust service. Currently, 
the public dispatchers are 
required to monitor five dif-
ferent fire service frequencies 
as well as answering regular 
911 calls. 

With the current system, 
there is no money in reserves 
for maintenance. Financing 
for the 911 service up to now 
has been through County vot-
ers repeatedly approving levy 
rates. There is a permanent 
rate of 16 cents and a tem-
porary rate of 20 cents cur-
rently in place. What Reinke 
proposes is to ask the voters 
in May 2016 to convert that 
total 36-cent rate to a perma-
nent levy rate that would be 
lower (amount to be deter-
mined sometime in October), 
with the advantage of provid-
ing a consistent, predictable 
funding stream. Repeated 

levy measures could be 
eliminated.

With an enhanced service 
level for the district, two full-
time fire dispatchers could 
be dedicated to fire calls. 
Establishing a data channel 
would allow law enforce-
ment to check licenses, war-
rants, and similar information 
without tying up dispatch-
ers. A dedicated call-receiver 
would eliminate the problem 
of having a 911 caller placed 
on hold.

If the proposal outlined 
by Reinke for the formation 
of a countywide 911 Service 
District is approved by all 
parties in the district, there 
would be a new regional 
radio system to provide 
communication for all law 
enforcement, fire and res-
cue, emergency medical ser-
vices, schools, hospitals and 
other governmental agen-
cies to enhance safety for all 
residents and agencies within 
Deschutes County.

The Deschutes County 
Commissioners have indi-
cated their support and will-
ingness to assist in an effec-
tive campaign, with written 
advocacy, public testimony 
at public forums, and interac-
tion with the media. Sisters 
City Council joined in that 
effort by authorizing Mayor 
Chris Frye to sign a letter of 
support.

911: Change offers 
potential for more 
robust service
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By Jacqueline E. Mathews, Tribune News Service

— Last Week’s Puzzle Solved —

This Week’s Crossword Sponsors

Summer Blowout Sale! 

$5 OFF
Purihase of $25 or more. 

Tanning or Merihandise. 

Offer good through September 11, 2015
142 E. Main Ave., Sisters  

541-549-6402
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Vixen 
Tanning 

& Unique Boutique

Essentials 
Skincare

541-480-1412  |  541-588-6271  |  492 E. Main Ave.  |  Mon-Sat Flexible Hours  |  www.SistersEssentials.com

De-Stress Teen Skin
The 8 Greens starter set clears up 

hormonal and stress acne. 

TEEN FACIAL - $35
Deep pore cleanse, exfoliation, healing masque.


