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A small ceremony took place at Village green Park on Saturday, 
August 8, when family members gathered to honor and remember 
their deceased military veterans by placing a metal nameplate on 
the Sisters Veterans Memorial. Family members present for the 
occasion were the Dagenhardt family, the Fred Ast family, the Frank 
engstrom family, and leslee Mchugh to honor and remember Robert 
larson. American legion and VFW members present were lance 
trowbridge, John Ferguson, Art Buell, John Miller, Roger Mackenstadt 
and Don Shurtleff.
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Honoring departed veterans...

VANCOUVER, Wash. 
(AP) — Environmentalists 
opposed to the construction 
of the nation’s largest oil-by-
rail terminal on the Columbia 
River in Vancouver say it 
could be a “game-changer” 
that two federal agencies have 
recently expressed concerns 
about the project, but the com-
panies behind the plan say 
they believe they can address 
them.

In a letter last week, 
the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency said the 
plans for the terminal do not 
comply with the federal Clean 
Water Act, and that a key per-
mit for the project should be 
withheld until its risks are 
addressed, The Columbian 
newspaper reported. The 
National Park Service sent its 
own letter citing concerns just 
days earlier.

“I think that this could be 
a game-changer,” said Lauren 
Goldberg, staff attorney 
Columbia Riverkeeper, an 
organization opposed to the 
project. “I think the fact that 
two other federal agencies are 
weighing in with significant 
concerns ... should and will 
change the discussion around 
how the federal government 
is going to decide whether to 
issue permits or not.”

Tesoro Corp. and Savage 
Cos. hope to build a terminal 
that would handle an average 
of 360,000 barrels of crude oil 
per day. The oil would arrive 
by rail and leave by ship.

The Army Corps of 
Engineers is considering 
whether to grant a key per-
mit for work to be done in 
the river. In its letter, the EPA 
raised numerous concerns, 

including the risk of oil spills, 
and said proposed mitiga-
tion measures “may not be 
adequate.” It also noted that 
the potential impact area for 
the project includes nearly 
1,500 miles of railroad track 
in Washington, as well as the 
entire Columbia River down-
stream of Vancouver and 
marine areas off the coast.

T h e  N a t i o n a l  P a r k 
Service also expressed wor-
ries about natural and cul-
tural sites — including Fort 
Vancouver National Historic 
Site — along the route that 
would carry oil to and from 
the Vancouver terminal. The 
park service also raised con-
cerns about climate change 
and suggested emissions from 
the facility could accelerate 
the loss of glaciers at Glacier 
National Park in Montana.

The companies plan to 
address the concerns during 
an ongoing state review of the 
project, said Tesoro spokes-
woman Jennifer Minx.

“We are confident that 
the proposed terminal can 
be designed, constructed and 
operated in a safe and envi-
ronmentally responsible man-
ner,” Minx said in an email.

The Tesoro-Savage termi-
nal would receive crude from 
the Bakken oil fields of North 
Dakota. As many as four full 
trains would arrive per day. 
The oil would then be trans-
ferred to ships and sent down 
the Columbia River en route 
to other West Coast facilities.

The project is being 
reviewed by the state Energy 
Facility Site Evaluation 
Council. That panel will 
make a recommendation to 
Washington’s governor.

EPA: Withhold permit 
for oil-by-rail terminal 
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Enjoy Live Music at the Winery 6-9 p.m.
Thurs., Aug. 13: Scratchdog Stringband

Fri., Aug. 14: Jeff  Jackson

Thurs., Aug. 20: Long Tall Eddy

Fri., Aug. 21: Ayre Band


