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the stands, I use anything that 
washes up on the beach that 
is unique. I like to use every-
thing that is natural.”

Vendor and rock collec-
tor Allan Neer likes to go big 
when he displays his crystal 

geodes. 
“This is a pretty big citrine 

crystal geode from Brazil,” 
Neer said as folks looked 
closer at the warm golden 
color that seemed to twinkle 
in the sun. “When you open 
up a geode … what’s inside 
is all magical, you just get 
that thrill of knowing that 
this has been underground 
for thousands and thousands 
of years.”

Allan and his wife, Merle, 

are the proprietors of Al and 
Merles’ Rock & Gem shop in 
Corvallis. 

“My dad had this shop for 
over 40 years, and after he 
passed away 10 years ago I 
took over,” Neer said. “I’ve 
been around rocks my whole 
life.”

Any of the vendors at the 
Sisters Roundup of Gems 
could tell a similar story of 
a passion that has become a 
way of life.

GEM SHOW: 
Vendors come from  
all around the region
Continued from page 3

Allan Neer with his impressive crystal geodes. Visitors got to explore fascinating geological treasures.
photo by Jodi Schneider McnaMee

• It’s one thing when you 
can no longer swing effort-
lessly from a jungle gym — 
or at all — but it’s a whole 
’nuther thing when the seats 
of a swing are so uncomfort-
able that swinging isn’t even 
fun. I first noticed I was 
getting older when I could 
no longer hop over fences 
or swing up on my horse 
bareback. So far two of the 
things that bug me the most 
about getting older are hav-
ing the TV volume way too 
loud, and that I will never be 
skinny again.

• After a friend started 
up his ’15 Jeep from afar 
and then was able to unlock 
the doors and turn on the 
lights while still approach-
ing said Jeep, he gallantly 
shined his headlights on 
the door of my old Bronco 
so I could see to unlock it 
with a KEY. When I told 
my good friend Judy Gage 
this tale, she said, “Well, 
at least you didn’t have to  
crank it.” 

• It’s always so nice to 
have the back door open 
on the first warm days of 
spring. Not nearly as win-
tery as most, somehow this 
winter still seemed espe-
cially long. The ads on TV 
for some of the local retire-
ment / assisted living homes 
aren’t at all encouraging — 
though, for myself, I have 
Apartment S222 in mind at 
Bend Vanilla for when that 

season knocks on my door.
• I’ve enjoyed an unob-

structed view of the North 
Sister out my front window 
for some 26 years. Soon, 
though, the new owners of 
the five acres in front of my 
view will be building their 
dream home. I well remem-
ber how exciting it was to 
build my home, so I’m try-
ing not to begrudge them 
anything. I remind myself 
what Sally Ray said when 
she lost her 50-year view of 
the Three Sisters: “It’s all 
right. I know what they look 
like.”

• When I was still work-
ing I got four days off in a 
row every week. The only 
thing I didn’t like about 
Central Oregon at that time 
was that I couldn’t drive 
west for an entire two days; 
only north, south and east 
on my days off — two days 
out and two days back. I 
enjoy driving so much that 
I always put the cost of 
gasoline in the entertain-
ment column of my budget 
spreadsheet. 

• For the past 25 years 
a gaggle of my girlfriends 
from grade school, high 
school, and college gather 
for a few days every sum-
mer to celebrate lives lived 
and living life. As we tiptoe 
into our 70s, our numbers 
have begun to ever-so-
slowly fall away, leaving us 
more grateful than ever to 
have all grown up together 
and to get to continue grow-
ing up together.
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Quality Truck-mounted

CARPET CLEANING
Quality Cleaning

Reasonable Prices

Lessons of Leadership 
from the 

Language of the Horse

Tues-Wed, July 21-22
5:30 p.m. at R&B Ranch

16500 Jordan Rd., Sisters

FREE (donations accepted)
Food available for purchase

Have fcn and be personally encocraged 

as yoc watch horses make changes in 

their own thinking that parallel yocr life.

Info: jessicam@mohrsolutions.com 
or 541-602-8626

 Sponsored by:

Discover 

what horses 

can teach you 

about your life!

Dr. Lew Sterrett
www.SermonOnTheMount.com

Dr. Thomas R. Rheuben
General, Cosmetic, Implant 

and Family Dentistry
~ Over 22 years Serving Sisters ~

We are preferred providers for Delta Dental PPO and Premier, 
MODA, Advantage, Pacifi c Source, Cigna and the V.A.

541-549-0109  |  304 W. Adams Ave.  |  Sisters

Held during the 

2015 Glory Daze Annual Car Show, 

Buried Beef and Brew is an opportunity 

to eat beef that has been cooked 

underground overnight, taste 

‘Beer Keg Beans’ (made from a secret 

family recipe), and have a brew 

from Three Creeks Brewing. 

Tickets will be sold at the door. 

Proceeds benefi t SPRD youth programs.

SNO CAP MINI STORAGE

Sisters Industrial Park
157 Sisters Park Dr. • 541-549-3575

www.SistersStorage.com

•  State-of-the-art 
Security Technology

• Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40

• Individual Gate Codes

• Long-term Discounts

• On-site Manager

1750 W. Mckinney Butte Rd.  |  541-549-2091

View activities & classes and register online!
www.SistersRecreation.com

Sat., July 18 n 11 a.m.-2 p.m.

Next tC Bank Cf the Cascades Cn Main Ave.

Thank you, 

Buried Beef 

and Brew 

sponsors!

BURIED BEEF 

AND BREW

       Year-round 

FIREWOOD 
SALES

— Kindl ing —
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SISTERS 
FOREST PRODUCTS

541-410-4509
SistersForestProducts.com

FURRY FRIENDS
FOUNDATION501(c)(3)

FurryFriendsFoundation.org

Spay & 
neuter 
assistance 
available  

for DogS 
anD CatS 
in Sisters
Contact  
Kiki at  

541-549-9941


