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Black Butte School’s 
spring program theme this 
year was “Found Objects 
& Unnecessary Things.” 
A capacity crowd filled the 
Camp Sherman Community 
Hall Thursday evening for an 
annual event that brings old 
friends and good food together 
in support of the school staff 
and the students.

This year, Ethan Barrons, 
with the help of Gabriel 
Edwards, and his upper-grade 
students participated in an 
intentionally experimental 
MakerSpace program giv-
ing students the opportunity 
to design, create, tinker and 
explore. They immersed them-
selves in the world of Rube 
Goldberg, a popular inventor 
and cartoonist from 100 years 
ago. 

His cartoons about whacky 
inventions became so popu-
lar that “Rube Goldberg” has 
come to mean a comically 
involved, complicated inven-
tion, laboriously contrived 
to perform a simple opera-
tion (Webster’s New World 
Dictionary).

Building a Rube Goldberg 
machine is an exercise in 
imagination, creativity, plan-
ning, innovation, and think-
ing outside the box. It’s an art, 
science, math project made of 
odd, unusual, incongruous, 
cast-away objects (found art) 

arranged in such a way that 
they collide at certain points to 
cause another event to occur 
that will set off a continuous 
sequence of events with the 
hopes of eventually reaching 
the end without crashing first. 

While their Rube Goldberg 
machine took up a lot of 
space in the room and Evan 
Palmer, Madeline Busick 
and Ilya Goheen were still 
putting together its 26 steps 
as the room began to fill up, 
other examples of student 
creativity, including paint-
ings, “Celebration Masks,” 
handmade instruments, block 
prints, and other pieces were 
exhibited on the art wall and 
hanging from the ceiling. 

Wendy von Kalinowski 
assisted with art lessons con-
cerning form, line, pattern, 
shape, texture and values to 
develop students’ understand-
ing of these basic elements 
through various projects and 
a variety of mediums. With 
assistance from Jane and 
Daniel Petke, Tammi Palmer 
and Malaga Hanks, they deco-
rated the walls with student 
art.

Stephanie Blakelock, K-5 
teacher, accumulated sam-
ples of work from her stu-
dents since the beginning of 
the academic year, and they 
put them together into their 
memory books containing all 
their awesome work through-
out the year to graphically 
demonstrate their progress. 

Improvement in their reading 
and writing skills, speaking 
and presentation skills, and 
their growth in imagination 
and creativity are evident as 
one looks through the stu-
dents’ workbooks.

Her students also each 
displayed their own Rube 
Goldberg Invention Drawings 
demonstrating some clever 
ideas and imagination.

Retiring head teacher 
Carol Dixon welcomed the 
community and introduced 
the staff. She then introduced 
Lauren White, former BBS 
student and previous recipient 
of the Frank Dale Memorial 
Scholarship Award, who pre-
sented the 2015 award, a 
$4,000 college scholarship, to 
Sammie Wavrin. She will be 
going to OSU this fall.

Dixon then talked about 
the continuing accomplish-
ments of several former BBS 
students. Megan Ellsworth, 
who attended the gathering, 
shared her excitement over 
the release concert for her first 
CD, titled “Megan Rose,” at 
The Belfry the next night.

The eighth-grade gradu-
ates were then introduced and 
given their diplomas. John 
Banks, Abby Busick, Daunte 
Hanks, Joel Miller, Jackson 
Rheuben, Tasman Rheuben 
and Kincaid Smeltzer will all 
be going into the ninth grade 
at Sisters High School.

Jane Petke, president of 
the BBS Parent-Teacher 
Organization, recognized this 
year’s amazing teachers for 
their hard work and dedication 
to the school and its students, 

and presented each with a 
beautiful hanging basket of 
flowers.

At the end of the pre-
sentation, with the excite-
ment building, the energy 
was released and the Rube 
Goldberg machine swung into 
motion. As it traveled over and 
under and around and through 
and back and forth and in and 
out and up and down, it finally 
reached the end, where it fed 
the school mascot, Goldie the 
goldfish, a spoonful of fish 
food.

And a good time was had 
by all.

BBS program brings capacity crowd to Camp Sherman hall
By Diane Goble
Correspondent

Found art and a Rube Goldberg contraption were fun features of Black Butte School’s presentation.
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TREATING SPORTS 

INJURIES
Children & Adults

Three Sisters Chiropractic 
270 S. Spruce St., Sisters

Dr. Inice Gough, DC, 541.549.3583
ThreeSistersChiropractic.com

151 W. Main Ave., Sisters
541-549-FISH | Open 7 days a week

SUMMER ON THE DESCHUTES 
Guide trips every day on Oregon’s best trout 

river. malk & wade from $425 or fl oats 
from $550. Includes all fl ies & rods.

“ Best Breakfast 
I’ve had in 
a long time. 
Super-amazing 
service, and a 
very good price.”
� � � � �

Trip Advisor Review
4-25-15

Breakfast & lunch 6:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. 
Full-service dining in the bar 

nightly until 10 p.m. (21 & over) 
171 W. Cascade Ave., Sisters | 541-549-2631

Gordon’s Last Touch
541-549-3008Cleaning Specialists For… 

Carpets • Upholstery 
Windows

Snow Removal! Member of the vetter 
vusiness vureau

Serving Central Oregon Since 1980
vonded & Insured

Accepting VISA 
& MasterCard!

164 N. Elm St., Sisters
541.390.5678 | www.lifeloveyoga.com

DROP-IN PUBLIC 

YOGA CLASSES 
7 DAYS A WEEK!

SNO CAP MINI STORAGE

Sisters Industrial Park
157 Sisters Park Dr. • 541-549-3575

www.SistersStorage.com

•  State-of-the-art 
Security Technology

• Sizes from 5x5 to 12x40

• Individual Gate Codes

• Long-term Discounts

• On-site Manager

1750 W. Mckinney Butte Rd.  |  541-549-2091

View activities & classes and register online!
www.SistersRecreation.com
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SUMMER 

ADVENTURE CAMPS

FEEK 1: June 22-26: Bug Feek
 Field Trip: Thurs., June 25,

Cascade Indoor Sports 
Big Play Thing

 Fater Trip: Friday, June 26
Juniper Swim & Fitness

FEEK 2: June 29-July 3 
Independence Feek

Field Trip: Thursday, July 2
Bouncing off the Falls 

Fater Trip: Friday, July 3 
Fir Street Park

Spray Pad & Dunk Bucket

WINNEMUCCA, NEVADA 
JUNE 19-21 | $89 ppdo

$20 free slot play & $12 food 
coupons beautifully renovated 

hotel rooms! Single occupancy is an 
additional $20.

SPIRIT MTN/CHINOOK 
WINDS CASINO TOUR 

JUZY 22-23 | $185 ppdo
Don’t miss this very popular and 

requested tour! Spend one night at 
Spirit Mtn. In Grand Ronde! Receive 

one breakfast, food credits and 
slot play!

TOPAZ ZODGE 
AUGUST 20-23 | $149 ppdo

Receive $30 free slot play 
and $15 food coupons!

RENO/CARSON CITY/
VIRGINIA CITY

SEPT. 12-15 | $319 ppdo
Includes historic VT Railroad, 

receive free slot play/food credits, 
3 nights lodging downtown Reno!

FAZZ FOZIAGE CRUISE
SEPT. 25-OCT 31 | Starting at 

$1,999 ppdo
9 days, includes air transfers, 
taxes, 1 night in New York; 

Bay of Fundy, Halifax, Nova Scotia, 
Portland Maine, Acadia National 

Park and so much more.

BRANSON MISSOURI
CHRISTMAS CEZEBRATION 

NOV. 1-7 | $2,299 ppdo
Includes airfare, 6 nights lodging, 
15 shows/12 meals. Neal McCoy, 

Billy Dean, Mel Tillis, 
Oakridge Boys, Dixie Stampede, 

Million Dollar Quartet! 
Price subject to airfare availability


