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Fans have seen Rowdy Barry 
and Dan Newman put them-
selves in situations that take 
great courage, using their 
well-honed skills that may 
save a life. They are often as 
thrilling to watch as the cow-
boys they keep safe. 

Then, there is the barrel-
man/clown, JJ Harrison, who 
has risen to worldwide rodeo 
fame from a PRCA career 
that began at Sisters Rodeo. 
Rodeos clamor for a chance 
to have this quintessential 
rodeo entertainer, whose 
energy never seems to flag. 

On, in, or near the bar-
rel during bull-riding, JJ is 
the other athlete in the arena 
who protects bull-riders after 
a ride is done. He can be com-
pared to a Spanish bullfighter 
using his cape to get the atten-
tion of a bull, drawing it away 
from a rider trying to get out 
of the arena. 

The entertainment JJ pro-
vides, both in this event and 
throughout the rodeo, sup-
plies some of the best laughs 
in the stands. He has a fan 
base that is demonstrated in 
his 2012 video from Sisters, 
now with over 100,000 views. 

Finally, the stock con-
tractor, Mike Corey, brings 
competing rodeo stock that 
continues to enhance the rep-
utation of Flying Diamond 
and Corey and Lange Rodeo 

Company all the way to 
National Finals Rodeo. Their 
bull Bottle Rocket was voted 
third at NFR and first in the 
Columbia River Circuit. 

The professionalism of the 
stock contractor deserves the 
credit for keeping the action 
popping at Sisters. Corey’s 
crew has the ability to keep 
the flow unfettered, moving 
animals into chutes or into a 
line-up and then getting them 
out of the arena quickly for 
the next competitor. From 
behind the chutes to the 
mounted pick-up men in the 
arena, John Leavitt, the arena 
director, could not have better 
organization. 

“We have collected a crew 
of professionals that works so 
well together that we have not 
found a reason to make any 
changes for many years,” said 
Leavitt. 

Sisters Rodeo gives a nod 
to the contract help that has 
been assembled, resulting in 
the rodeo’s phenomenal suc-
cess. Add the now-legendary 
One Arm Bandit tapped as 
the specialty act this year, 
and you have a Sisters Rodeo 
that is confident in bringing a 
monstrously satisfying 75th 
anniversary rodeo. 

Sisters Rodeo will begin 
June 10 with Xtreme Bulls, 
followed by four rodeo per-
formances June 12-14. For 
tickets and information, call 
the ticket hotline at 541-549-
0121 or 1-800-827-7522, or 
visit the ticket office at 220 
W. Cascade Ave. in Sisters. 
For information visit www.
sistersrodeo.com.
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the Sisters area Chamber of Commerce sponsored Ride For two Rivers last weekend, a benefit for the 
National Forest Foundation. Riders explored the route up Mckenzie pass.
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