
Wednesday, April 22, 2015 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        31

events this year, and the 
design passed muster.

Representatives of ODOT 
brought video of those tests 
and data from four years of 
study to Sisters City Hall for 
an informational open house 
on April 14 and presented 
them to a packed house of 
Sisters citizens — some of 
whom were clearly skeptical.

Queried about whether the 
roundabout is a “done deal,” 
Gary Farnsworth of ODOT 
emphasized that the agency 
is still in the input-gathering 
phase.

“We’ve got a lot of con-
currence, but we’ve still got a 
long way to go,” Farnsworth 
said. 

However, all the speakers 
clearly believe a roundabout 
is the best solution for the 
intersection.

The primary rationale 
is safety. Reducing speed 
through that intersection to 
around 25 miles per hour is 
expected to make the inter-
section more safe.

Engineers presented data 
that roundabouts reduce both 
the number and severity of 
accidents as opposed to a 

STOP-controlled intersection 
or a signal-controlled inter-
section. According to infor-
mation presented by Scott 
Beard of the engineering firm 
Kittelson & Associates, Inc., 
both STOP- and signal-con-
trolled intersections average 
about five crashes per year 
with 1.8 or 1.7 respectively 
resulting in injury or fatal-
ity. A roundabout reduces 
that number to 2.8 crashes 
with 0.3 resulting in injury or 
death.

According to Beard, that’s 
probably due to a reduced 
number of potential points 
of collision in a roundabout 
and the manner in which 
cars enter and navigate one. 
Accidents generally take the 
form of side-swipes as a vehi-
cle enters a roundabout inap-
propriately. Such accidents 
also occur at slow speed. That 
results in property damage, 
but not much injury.

ODOT representatives 
have the lofty goal of elimi-
nating fatalities on Oregon 
highways, and they don’t 
think signals help them do 
that. They believe round-
abouts will.

That begs a question — 
which one audience mem-
ber shouted out — as to why 
ODOT just installed a signal 
on Highway 97 at La Pine. 
Joel McCarroll of ODOT said 
that the circumstances there 

were different, though he did 
not specify in what way, and 
Beard noted that that project 
had gotten well underway 
before questions about the 
viability of a roundabout for 
the freight industry had been 
resolved.

Some in the audience 
questioned why the Barclay 
intersection is getting more 
attention and quicker action 
than the Locust Street/
Highway 20 intersection, 
which is adjacent to Sisters 
Elementary School. 

ODOT noted that there 
have been significantly more 
accidents at the Barclay 
intersection. However, City 
Manager Andrew Gorayeb 
said that “we have been in 
ODOT’s ear for a while about 
getting something at Locust 
and the highway.”

Gorayeb noted that that 
area requires “a more com-
plicated set of solutions” 
because the merger of 
Highway 126/Highway 20 

is nearby, as is the Buckaroo 
Trail entrance to FivePine and 
the highway weigh station. 
He noted that the right-turn 
lane that was installed as part 
of the Cascade Avenue reha-
bilitation project has made a 
significant improvement.

It will ultimately be up 
to the Sisters City Council 
to formally concur with 
ODOT’s design and move 
the project forward. Some 
local residents want to see 
some kind of referendum on a 
signal vs. a roundabout, while 
others want to see the City 
move forward in the direction 
it decided upon in 2011.
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We’ve got a lot of 

concurrence, but we’ve 

still got a long way to go.

— Gary Farnsworth

GRANTS PASS (AP) — 
A man who owns a gold-min-
ing claim on federal land in 
southwestern Oregon asked 
for help defending it after 
U.S. authorities ordered him 
to stop work but is now tell-
ing his armed supporters to 
back off.

R i c k  B a r c l a y  s a i d 
Thursday that he hoped to 
prevent his fight with fed-
eral regulators from turning 
into the kind of high-profile 
standoff at a Nevada ranch 
last year.

He initially called in a 
local chapter of constitu-
tional activists known as the 
Oath Keepers because he 
thought the U.S. Bureau of 
Land Management would 
seize the equipment on his 
mining claim outside Grants  
Pass. 

Now, Barclay is telling his 
supporters that the mine is 
not under attack, posts online 
by “keyboard warriors” have 
gotten out of hand.

owner wants 
end to mine 
standoff

By Jeff Barnard
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SISTERS RESIDENTIAL

69205 Hawksfl ight Dr., Sisters
Spectacular 4,867 sq. ft. home on 2 acres, with stunning 

18-foot fl oor-to-ceiling windows to view Mt. Jefferson. 
Well-appointed, tranquil living, dining and sun rooms offer 
sweeping views overlooking Whychus Creek and Meadow.  
Travertine marble entry, coral maple fl oors & mahogany 

decking – quality materials throughout the home. $989,000

BLACK BUTTE RANCH

Great Price! Glaze Meadow 
138 On the golf  
course! Very nice, 
well-maintained home 
located near recre-
ation center. Master 
on main. 2 bedrooms, 
bath and family room 
upstairs. $399,000

Starr Ranch Land! 16055 Foothill 
Ln. This 4.25-acre 
building lot in Starr 
Ranch has a well in 
place, standard septic 
system installed. Cor-
ner lot with pines and 
open space, perfect 
for horses. $284,500

Great Views! 66918 
Sagbbrush Ln., 
Bbnd Stunning 
mountain views from 
this 3+ bedroom, 
2-bath home between 
Sisters and Bend. 
Large decks. Fenced. 
Newer roof. $260,000

Vibw Condo! Country 
Housb Condo 
75 Mountain, lake, 
and golf  views. End 
unit offers privacy. 
Bedroom and a bath 
on each level. Updat-
ed kitchen and baths, 
furnished. $389,000

Rivbrfront Cabin! Charming 
“Tract C” 
Cabin Located on 
the Metolius River. 
Fly fi shing, walking, 
biking, cross country 
skiing & more. Can 
accommodate 10-12 
people. $375,000
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