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Bill anttila, Commander of Sisters VFW post 8138, presented 
the Voice of Democracy award to Julia Hope garcia at redmond 
proficiency academy. Julia also placed third for her essay in VFW 
District 10. along with a letter of commendation, the recipient 
receives a check for $100.
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Voice of Democracy...

So there I was, driving 
down Fir Street last Friday, 
about to turn into Melvin’s 
for some of Cody’s deeee-
licious clam chowder, and 
as I looked up at Old Glory 
waving from the old post 
office flag pole something 
else caught my eye — a red 
shirt right below it.

“What in the…” I said to 
myself, and looked again. 
Sure enough the shirt was 
still there. So, to make sure 
it was what I thought it was, 
I took a gander through my 
binocs: For sure, it was a 
wild, red, faded, worn-out 
Hawaiian model.

A m e r i c a n  s u b m a -
rines during World War II 
returned to Pearl Harbor fly-
ing Old Gory with a broom 
under it — or the broom 
wired to the radio anten-
nae — indicating while out 
on patrol they had made a 
“clean sweep.” That is, they 
had sunk enemy shipping or 
achieved the goal of their 
patrol.

But  an old ,  faded 
Hawaiian T-shirt, what 
could that mean? Maybe it 

was so stinky even washing 
it didn’t help and someone 
hung it up on the flagpole to 
further air it out.

When I asked Melvin, he 
put it this way: “Well, you 
know when I had the other 
store over on Spruce Street 
years back, I wore Hawaiian 
T-shirts like this one. Some 
of them pretty colorful (an 
understatement), and espe-
cially the ones my mom 
made for me.

“People would come 
in and seeing the wonder-
ful colors of the Hawaiian 
shirts, would say, ‘Oh, I 
have a shirt just like that in 
my closet, but I never wear 
it; I’ll bring it in for you’ 

— and they did. Pretty soon 
I had over 56 of them scat-
tered about, but I couldn’t 
wear them all.

“I’ve found that when 
they sit around they shrink, 
or something is happening 
to them. I guess I’d better 
start wearing them before 
they all shrink, or I’ll use 
one to replace that old one 
that’s up on the flag pole 
now.”

So, now you know as 
much as I do…

The flag pole at Melvin’s; american flag where it should be, but what is 
that thing under it?
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Tales from a

Let your flag fly

G a r y  a n d  C a t h y 
Pepperling wrote:

Words  t ru ly  cannot 
express our gratitude to this 
community after recent heart-
breaking events. 

I am humbled but the out-
pouring of support. The list 
is too long to include every-
one but I must thank Kelsey 
Reznick, Nick Cristiano, 
Josh and Ashley Hixon for 
organizing the Hardtails 
fundraiser for the fam-
ily of Shemaiah Gillan. Of 

course this could not have 
taken place without Steve 
and Darcy Macey, owners 
of Hardtails Bar and Grill. 
They kindly offered use of 
their establishment, arranged 
entertainment along with 
very generous contributions. 

As Aubrey creates her 
path with their daughter 
Delaynie and new baby arriv-
ing later this year, she is hon-
ored by the support of her 
community, and love of her 
friends and family.

Sisters salutes...
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