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thing to do to just throw it on 
the sidewalk,” Eckford said.

Butts wash into waterways 
and end up in the food chain, 
causing harm to birds and 
wildlife.

“A cigarette butt can last, 
apparently, in the environment 
for 25 years,” Eckford noted.

The statewide environmen-
tal clean-up nonprofit SOLVE 
is sponsoring the event, along 
with High Country Disposal 
and SPRD.

There will also be an edu-
cation component focused on 
“good” recycling. Recycling 
properly is critical to having a 
successful program with a pos-
itive environmental impact.

“You can turn all that good 
recycling into garbage if you 
don’t keep the wrong stuff 
out of the recycling,” Eckford 
cautioned.

After a few hours of trash 
collecting, volunteers will 
gather at SPRD for an Earth 
Day “thank-you” party at 1 
p.m. 

“We also have the Seed-to-
Table students displaying their 
efforts, some worm recycling 
exhibits,” Eckford noted.

Visit http://www.solve 
oregon.org/volunteer-solve-
it-earth-day for more details 
and to register for this event. 
Scroll to “Sisters” and add 
your name to the list of dedi-
cated volunteers. Or just come 
on out and lend a hand.

EARTH DAy: Sisters 
is part of national 
movement
Continued from page 3 SALEM (AP) — A two-

year budget for Oregon 
schools is on its way to Gov. 
Kate Brown after Democrats 
in the state Senate approved it 
Monday in a party-line vote.

After complaining for 
weeks that the Democratic 
budget was inadequate, 
Republicans offered sugges-
tions to increase it by $200 
million. They were quickly 
dismissed by Democrats as 
unworkable.

In hours of debate, lawmak-
ers from both parties said the 
$7.3 billion budget would pro-
vide too little money to help 
schools lower their class sizes 
and ultimately increase gradu-
ation rates. But Democrats 
said it was the best they could 
do without raising additional 
revenue. They’ve promised 
to increase education funding 
if revenue increase down the 
road through an improving 
economy or a reduction in tax 
rebates. 

“Everybody agrees it’s 
inadequate,” said Rep. Rod 
Monroe, D-Portland. “But you 
should also understand that it’s 
the beginning, not the end.” 

Kristen Grainger, a spokes-
woman for Brown, stopped 
short of saying the Democratic 
governor would sign the bill, 
but said the governor “looks 
favorably” on it. 

Democrats, who control the 
House and Senate, have said 
they may seek to raise more 

money, potentially by reduc-
ing or eliminating “kicker” tax 
rebates that are projected to go 
out next year. Oregonians get 
kicker rebates when tax col-
lections exceed expectations 
by at least 2 percent. 

The two-year budget for 
K-12 schools is an increase of 
9 percent over current fund-
ing levels, but school districts 
say it’s not enough for them 
to keep up with rising costs. 
Education interests say they’d 
need at least $7.5 billion for 
most school districts to avoid 
raising class sizes, shortening 
school years or cutting extra-
curricular programs. 

Republicans proposed 
three changes they said would 
increase the budget to the level 
that education interests are 
seeking. They want to sell the 
Elliott State Forest in south-
eastern Oregon, freeze state 
employee pay and eliminate a 
program known as gainshare. 
Under gainshare, the state 
shares a portion of income 
taxes derived from a business 
expansion with the county that 

offered tax incentives to lure 
the business. 

“Our school districts are 
trying hard, but if we expect 
more from them, we need to 
give them the resources to suc-
ceed,” said Sen. Tim Knopp, 
R-Bend.

It’s impossible to know the 
value of selling the Elliott but 
it would not likely derive any-
thing close to the $40 million a 
year Republicans are counting 
on, said Sen. Richard Devlin 
of Tualatin, the Democrats’ 
chief budget writer. Freezing 
state employee pay would be 
theoretically possible, Devlin 
said, but it wouldn’t be wise to 
freeze pay hikes for one group 
of public employees in order 
to fund them for another — 
school district employees. 

Democrats have supported 
changing the gainshare pro-
gram, but their party is deeply 
divided on how deeply to cut 
it. Democratic Speaker Tina 
Kotek has declared the pro-
gram will not look the same 
at the end of the legislative 
session.

Education budget on to governor
By Jonathan J. Cooper
Associated Press

SALEM (AP) — A state 
audit confirms that hunting 
and fishing license fees are 
not keeping up with the ris-
ing revenue demands at the 
Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife.

The Secretary of State’s 
Office released the audit 
Thursday.

It notes that hunting and 
fishing licenses account for 
most of the department’s rev-
enues, and the numbers of 
people buying them have been 
declining since the 1970s.

Meanwhile, the depart-
ment’s workload has been 
growing to deal with the 
impacts of a growing popula-
tion on fish and wildlife habi-
tat. And the state’s fish hatch-
eries are at risk from deferred 
maintenance.

Department Director Curt 
Melcher welcomed confir-
mation of the department’s 
revenue problems, and noted 
that there are three bills in the 
Legislature to deal with the 
issue, including one raising 
fees for licenses and tags. 
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