Students expand
horizons on mission trip

By Sianna Flowers
Correspondent

It is no secret that Sisters
is a bit of a haven from the
“real world” — safe and
sheltered from the harsh real-
ities many face in their daily
lives. Many people move to
Sisters for this very reason.

But there are still plenty of
opportunities to expand your
horizons in Sisters, such as
the outreach trip several stu-
dents participated in recently.
High school students Dyut
Fetrow, Amanda Smith,
Ashley Smith, Anna Bartlett,
Serena Salisbury, Dustin
Smith, Dani Rudinsky,
Jordan Pollard, Cole Pade,
Natalie Marshall, Danika
Wagner and Galen Boles
along with adults Jared Vogt,
Sarah Hansen, Chris Hansen
and Michelle Smith all went
to Portland for five days on
Vast Church’s annual “Serve
Portland” trip.

Youth pastor Jared Vogt
describes the activities and
purpose of the trip.

“We did a work project at
a struggling middle school,
we manned the hospitality
room of the Union Gospel
Mission, where we passed
out food and got to talk and
pray with the homeless, and
we served in their women
and children’s shelter that
takes in homeless and hurt-
ing moms and their kids
and helps them rebuild their
lives,” he said.

The students stayed
at Mount Olivet Baptist
Church.

The students were all
deeply touched by the work
they did in Portland, espe-
cially with the homeless, but
it didn’t start out that way. As
Vogt recalls, “Life in Sisters
is so different, and at the
beginning of the trip it was
clear that our students were
afraid of many of the people
we were interacting with
because they looked different
and didn’t smell very good
either.”

However, something
shifted during the trip. The
men and women who sleep
on the streets of Portland
went from uncomfortable
misfortunates to real people

£

FARMERS

with hopes, dreams, and
stories.

As senior Dani Rudinsky
said, “A highlight was spend-
ing time with some homeless
people just joking around
with them on a very basic,
very human level... At the
Union Gospel Mission we
also got to serve them on
a basic level by just giving
them food. We would each
take turns sitting down with
one of them to listen and to
pray. They are amazingly
open, and all appreciated

prayer.”
But it wasn’t just the
downtrodden that this

trip ministered to. It also
strengthened the students.
The group was comprised of
freshmen and seniors, boys
and girls, athletes and art-
ists. Each of them brought
something different to the
table but they were united
by one purpose: to serve “as
Jesus first served us,” as Vogt
put it. This common ground
strengthened relationships.

“I came home with new
close friends, and have grown
even closer to those I knew
well that were with us. I am
proud I could spend some of
my senior-year spring break
on that mission trip,” said
Galen Boles.

Serve Portland produces
notable memories, and not all
of them about serving. There
is also a tradition of night
games like “Murder in the
House” which create memo-
ries that stick with students.
This pseudo-horror-movie
game gets everyone scream-
ing and laughing in the same
breath and rehashing mur-
ders long past the actual
crime.

As Danika Wagner recalls,
“It gets pretty intense. I kind
of thought I might actually
get killed.” Activities like
this are really the icing on the
cake of the Serve Portland
trip.

Serve Portland was a
unique experience that
brought students close to
each other, strangers, and
God. As Rudinsky put it
“[Serving others] is a sim-
pler task than you think, and
the return is greater than you
could imagine.”
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LEARN THE SECRET OF HOW RESIDENTS OF

SISTERS, OREGON, ARE GETTING SMARTER
FINANCIALLY BY DRINKING COFFEE!

That’s right, you can actually become smarter and know how to: get
out of debt up to 3 times faster in no time flat. It’s tax season — what if
you could learn how to legally reduce your taxes by 25%... If your boss
hasn’t given you a raise in a while, why wait for him, why not learn
how to give yourself a raise!

Sound too good to be true? Just because you're drinking FREE
Coffee! Well, what if this wasn’t just ordinary coffee? In fact you will be
drinking none other than coffee from Sisters Coffee Company, at the
same time you will be learning financial secrets of the wealthy!

What...How.. When?
On April 9, 2015, at Sisters Coffee Company in Sisters, Oregon,
there will be a Free “Financial Literacy Workshop —
Safe Money Matter$ for the 21st Century”

This workshop is being sponsored by:
The Wealth Planning Group of Bend

In this one-hour free workshop you will learn:

* About the 4 enemies of wealth — If you don’t know these, it
might cost you your retirement.

* Learn about a Budget vs. a Plan.

* How to safely grow your money — Even in a turbulent
economy... Learn how the wealthy have been earning
double digits safely with guarantees.

* Learn how to be financially secure — That’s right, you
can protect yourself against future market losses!

» Spending isn’t just math...it’s emotion.
* It’s not about how much you earn, it’s about how much you
Keep.

* Why the new paradigm for the 21st century is safely growing
vour wealth to provide TAX-FREFE income you can’t outlive!

You will get the answers to these and many more important questions you
didn’t know to ask in school, your job, or from your current advisor. We
encourage you to bring your high-school and college students with you.

NO PRODUCTS OR SERVICES WILL BE SOLD AT THIS FREE EVENT.

You’ll also receive a Checklist of
Things You Should Be Doing Right Now!

Join Us!

The keynote speaker will be Bill Grigorieff, a leading safe money expert
in California and Oregon, and a Certified College Funding Specialist.

Where: Sisters Coffee Compan
273 E. Hood Ave, Sisters

When: Thursday, April 9
Time: 6:30 to 7:30 p.m.

Reservations are necessary because of the limited space for the
FREE workshop and coffee; that will literally make you

financially smarter than your neighbor!
Call 800-428-1728

24/7 to make your reservation!

P.S. - We Will Even Share With You How To Get 2 National Best-Selling Books Detailing

Strategies On How The Wealthy Multiply Their Money Safely — FOR FREE!
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