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by special methods such as 
express mail. 

There is also the cost of 
time spent by the City attor-
ney reviewing, redacting and 
segregating records at the 
City’s request, a cost that is 
not recoverable.

The City of Sisters charges 
much less than a number 
of other Oregon cities for 
this service, at $32.33 an 
hour. That figure is based 
on the average pay per hour 
plus benefits of certain City 
employees. The $32.33 repre-
sents numbers from five years 
ago. At 2015 rates, the figure 
would calculate to $41.53 an 
hour.

In addition, there is a $10 
charge for CDs and 25 cents 
per copy for printed mate-
rial. For comparison, Forest 
Grove charges 20 cents per 
copy (the lowest) but $55.50 
an hour, $22 for CDs, and 
offers no free time. Several 
cities charge $100 an hour for 
electronic records research.

So the citizens of Sisters 

are getting a pretty good deal 
when it comes to procuring 
public records. But there is 
a trend developing. In 2012, 
$555 was collected for pub-
lic records requests; in 2013, 
$741; and in 2014, $3,536.

Through March 10, 2015, 
there have been 59 total pub-
lic records requests. Twenty-
five of those requests came 
from Ed Protas; 17 from Mike 
Morgan, both of whom have 
lately been very active in City 
politics. Four requests came 
from The Nugget and the 
other 13 from nine different 
people. Senior living facility 
developer Mark Adolf made 
three requests for documents 
regarding the McKenzie 
Meadows development, and 
Tom Pryor also made three 
requests regarding McKenzie 
Meadows.

Only three of the requests 
involved any payment of fees.

Nelson is currently work-
ing on a request that has to 
date filled three binders and is 
still in process. 

The City Council has 
decided to address this situ-
ation in a future workshop, 
looking at a three-year com-
parison, what other cities do, 
and possibly establishing a 
new fee schedule.

RECORDS: Requests 
go to City Recorder 
Kathy Nelson
Continued from page 1

GRANTS PASS (AP) 
— News organizations in 
Oregon report government 
bodies increasingly charge 
high fees for access to pub-
lic records, despite requests 
to waive them in the public 
interest. 

Oregon’s public-records 
law gives public bodies the 
power to recoup their costs 
for pulling together, copying 
and redacting public records 
of confidential information. 
If the public body wants to 
hire a lawyer to review the 

redactions, the costs quickly 
mount up. 

I n  o n e  c a s e ,  T h e 
Oregonian newspaper in 
Portland asked the Oregon 
Department of Energy for 
databases on business energy 
tax credits and loans granted 
to solar energy projects. The 
department wanted $9,830 
for staff time and legal 
review. The newspaper scaled 
back its request to a database 
costing about $500. 

Attorney General Ellen 
Rosenblum says she is orga-
nizing a task force to propose 
updates to the public-records 
laws.

High fees limit public 
records access in Ore.
By Jeff Barnard
Associated Press

801 Classes & Training

Essential Oils for Athletes ~ For

endurance & fast recovery. Safe

and healthy, learn the benefits!

Class Thurs., 3/19, 6 p.m. Ray’s

Food Place community room. No

charge! Info, call 541-610-9767.

802 Help Wanted

LOG PEELER / LABORER:

Desire reliability & good attitude.

Flexible hours. Get a workout

while getting paid! 541-385-6006

Swiss Mountain Log Homes, Inc.

THE GARDEN ANGEL

has positions available for

landscape maintenance.

Inquire at 541-549-2882.

803 Work Wanted

Two hardworking guys w/PU

& most hand tools. Exp. with

carpentry, painting, yard & site

cleanup. Shawn, 503-983-4665.

999 Public Notice

CONSTRUCTION

CONTRACTORS

An active license means that

your contractor is bonded

and insured. For additional

details go online to

www.oregon.gov/CCB or

HireALicensedContractor.com

C L A S S I F I E D S

www.NuggetNews.com

SISTERS 
GARAGE DOORS
Sales • Service • Installation

Residential • Commercial

Dale Lester     CCB#151832 

541-815-1523

Door & Opener 
Tune-Up - $89

625 N. Arrowleaf Trail

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE,CIAS, GRI

541-480-0183

www.sandygoodsell.com
Licensed Broker in the State of Oregon

290 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters 
541-588-6614

metoliuspropertysales.com

Doug Roberts 
Principal Broker, GRI, CRB 

541-280-6199
dougrobertsMPS@gmail.com

1031 E. Timber Pine Dr., Sisters
Beautiful home features granite counter tops 
in kitchen, greatroom with propane fi replace, 
main-fl oor master, and large deck overlook-
ing Whychus Creek. Upstairs has 2 bedrooms, 
bath, bonus room and hobby room. Easy dis-
tance to shopping, schools, library. $535,000

On Whychus Creek

Ponderosa Properties LLC
R E A L T O R S  A N D  P R O P E R T Y  M A N A G E M E N T

Ali Mayea  Broker, GRI, Green, CNE

541-480-9658  221 S Ash St., Sisters

www.aliofsisters.com  |  alimayea@bendcable.com

Buy or Sell 
Before I Croak!

BUYERS REMEMBER THE 4 Ps: 
Prior preparation prevents poor pre-quals.

SELLERS REMEMBER MUST-DOs: 
De-clutter, clean, organize, repair, paint, decorate. 

Ali will help with decorating. Let my � be the judge.

Black Butte Ranch Real Estate
HOWELLS REALTY GROUP

Black Butte Ranch Real Estate
HOWELLS REALTY GROUP

NEW
LISTING!

– Open daily at The Ranch –

see us in the Welcome Center!

541-595-3838  |  541-549-5555

Gary Yoder, Managing Principal Broker, 541-420-6708
Dick Howells, Principal Broker, 541-408-6818
Phil Arends, Principal Broker, 541-420-9997

Carol Dye, Broker, 541-480-0923
Don Bowler, Broker, 971-244-3012

Joe Dye, Broker, 541-595-2604
Steve Post, Broker, 541-480-5415

NEW
LISTING!

Glaze Meadow 288 | $775,000

Country House Condo 68 | $649,000 furnished  

mls 201501956

mls 201501888


