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Beatrice Pilz Hess, 86, of 
Sisters, daughter of Leo and 
Cora Pilz, and loving wife of 
Richard Hess, passed away 
on January 4, from lung 
cancer. 

Bea was not in pain. With 
hospice support, she rallied 
for the usual, fun, and busy 
family Christmas. Dick and 
Bea spent her last eight days 
side by side at Ridgewater, a 
hospice home, in Bend. She 
cheered on the Ducks while 
watching the Rose Bowl 
with Dick, Dave, Janette and 
Rob. In a few days, she had 
passed. Family and friends 
are all grateful for that time 
with her. 

Bea is survived by her 
husband, Richard Theodore 
Hess; her three sons and 
their wives, Ron and Mary, 
Robert and Jeanne, Dave 
and Janette; and her five 
grandchi ldren,  Daniel , 
Jacob, William, Grace and 
Truman. She is also survived 
by her five siblings, Jeanette 
Roberts, Ray Pilz, Leona 
Knowlton, Marlene Evans 
and George Pilz. 

B e a  w a s  b o r n  i n 
Sacramento, California, on 
July 17, 1928, and grew up 
attending public schools in 
Clarksburg, California. She 
was an avid tap-dancer who 
easily did splits! She spent 
her summers in Lake Tahoe 
where it was cooler, sleeping 
in a tent with her brothers 
and sisters outside the small 
family cabin. She grew up 
hiking and enjoying the 

out-of-doors. 
Bea attended San Jose 

State University when it 
was a teachers college. She 
pursued math and science, 
completing all but a master’s 
degree in the male-domi-
nated — at the time — field 
of geology. 

Bea and Dick met on 
Waikiki Beach in Hawaii in 
1953, and married in 1954. 
They raised their three boys 
in Los Gatos, California. Bea 
taught elementary school in 
Los Gatos until her retire-
ment. She was an innovator, 
along with Gracia Trevey, 
being the first two teachers to 
job-share in the district. Bea 
brought her love of math, 
science, and learning along 
with her endless patience 
and quiet sense of humor 
to work with the children 
every day. Bea was an envi-
ronmental volunteer and an 
active member of Los Gatos 
United Methodist Church. 
Her hobbies included read-
ing, photography, hiking, 
skiing and extensive world 
travel. 

Bea and Dick moved to 
Sisters in 1994. Bea set and 
met her goal of 2,000 hours 
as a volunteer docent at the 
High Desert Museum in 
Bend. She was much loved 
by friends in several com-
munity groups: the Casual 
Quilters, the Out to Lunch 
Bunch, a garden group, a 
book group and Support Our 
Sisters, a support group for 
breast-cancer survivors. She 

was a member of Bend First 
United Methodist Church. 

Bea and Dick hosted fam-
ily holidays at home, at the 
beach, in the mountains and 
in Hawaii for their 50th wed-
ding anniversary. An active 
grandmother, she took each 
grandchild on several trips to 
see the United States when 
they turned age 10. 

Dick and Bea enjoyed a 
full life together for over 60 
years. Bea was “a great lady! 
We all loved her,” as Dick 
would say. And to quote her 
son, Ron, “She taught us, 
inspired us, blessed us and 
loved us. She lives on in us.” 
She was much loved and is 
greatly missed by her family 
and friends.

For those wanting to 
make a donation in Bea’s 
memory, please contribute to 
The High Desert Museum, 
59800 S. Highway 97, Bend, 
OR, 97702. 

A celebration of her 
life will be held at the The 
Episcopal Church of the 
Transfiguration,  68825 
Brooks Camp Rd., Sisters, 
on April 18, at 2 p.m. A 
reception will follow in the 
social hall.
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Blaine Paul Carroll was 
born in Bend, at home, on 
January 6, 1924. He passed 
away on March 1, 2015. 

Blaine and family soon 
after moved to Burns, 
Oregon for three years where 
George, their father, had a 
car repair garage. 

After Burns, the fam-
ily moved to Stockton, 
California, living there for 
three years. Blaine attended 
third and fourth grade there.

From California, the fam-
ily moved to Sisters in 1933. 
George Carroll, their father, 
worked for the highway 
department, and also built 
houses and other structures 
around Central Oregon. 
Blaine attended grade school 
and graduated from Sisters 
High School in 1941.

After high school, in 
1943, Blaine was drafted 
into the Army. Place of 
entry was Portland. His 
rank was Technician Fourth 
Grade 219th QM SR CO 
(Buck Sergeant). Because 
he had poor eyesight, he 
was exempted from combat 
duty. Appointed as a cloth-
ing repair foreman 234, he 
served with his company in 
Normandy, Northern France, 
Ardennes, Rhineland, and 
Central Europe. He received 
the European African Middle 
Eastern Service Medal, 
Meritorious Unit Award, 
Good Conduct Medal, and 
Victory Medal, as well as 
a lapel button issued ASR 
Score (Sept. 2, 1945). He 
attained to marksman on a 
1917 Enfield Riffle. Upon 
the conclusion of the war he 
was released from the Army 
on April 2, 1946, at Fort 
Lewis, Washington. 

After coming home, 
Blaine enrolled in Portland 
State University. Working 
his way through school on a 
GI grant and doing two jobs, 
he graduated with an MBA 
in business and account-
ing. He then lived for two 
years in Newport, Oregon, 
and also in Port Orford for a 
short time, doing taxes and 
bookkeeping. 

Moving back to Sisters, 
he did accounting and tax 
work for 55 years around 
Central Oregon and also 
supplemented his income by 
selling wood.

Blaine was a very gen-
erous and giving person. 
Having many widows who 
were wood customers, he 
often waived his fees for 
them. He also bought many 
groceries for his father and 
his sister’s family and sup-
plied clothes and other items 
on a regular basis for his 
many nieces and nephews. 

Blaine will be sorely 
missed by all who loved 
him.

Blaine is survived by 
his sister Naomi Smith of 
Sisters; brother Orville 
Carroll of Rome, NY; 
nephews Jeff and Mike 
Smith, Jimmy and Westley 
Williams; and nieces Jan 
Kroeker, Laurie Wright, 
Sunny Phillips, and Margie 
Daniels. 
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Sisters Saver
Look for it the last Wednesday of 

every month in The Nugget.

Save time, money & gas 
when you shop Sisters!

To advertise in Sisters Saver, 

call Lisa at 541-549-9941.


