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Sisters
Country saw
awarm, dry
February

Temperatures at Sisters
averaged warmer than normal
during the month of February,
according to preliminary
data received by NOAA’s
National Weather Service in
Pendleton.

The average temperature
was 38.3 degrees, which was
4.5 degrees above normal.
High temperatures averaged
51.2 degrees, which was 6.9
degrees above normal. The
highest was 62 degrees on
February 19. Low tempera-
tures averaged 25.4 degrees,
which was 2.1 degrees above
normal. The lowest was 9
degrees, on February 23.

There were 23 days with
the low temperature below
32 degrees.

Precipitation totaled 1.20
inches during February,
which was 0.11 inches below
normal. Measurable precipi-
tation — at least .01 inch —
was received on four days
with the heaviest, 0.44 inches,

reported on February 9.

The highest wind gust was
38 mph, which occurred on
February 6.

The outlook for March
from NOAA’s Climate
Prediction Center calls for
above-normal temperatures
and below-normal precipita-
tion. Normal highs for Sisters
rise from 48 degrees at the
start of March to 55 degrees
at the end of March. Normal
lows rise from 25 degrees
to 29 degrees. The 30-year
normal precipitation is 0.98
inches.

FOOD CARTS:
Issue stirred up
a spat at meeting

Continued from page 3

applicant is informed. The
planning commission then
has the option to “call up” the
decision for further review. It
was the failure of former city
planner Eric Porter to inform
the planning commission of
the food cart decision last
November that sparked a con-
troversy that has occupied the
City for the past three months.

Critics argue that another
section of code states that
three or more members of the
planning commission can call
up a Type II site-plan review
— and that the commission-
ers can hardly call up a site-
plan review decision that they
don’t know exists. The argu-
ment that the code require-
ment already exists is a key
component of the contention
that the City should unwind
the decision that allows food
carts at Eurosports and open a
new appeal period.

That is not going to hap-
pen. The city council consen-
sus is that the original decision
allowing carts at Eurosports
will stand. However, the plan-
ning commission has agreed
to consider policy regulating
food carts going forward.

When Ed Protas rose to
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testify in Thursday’s public
hearing on the matter, a spat
quickly developed between
him and planning commis-
sion chairman Alan Holzman.
The situation was primed for
a confrontation; there is bad
blood between the two men.
Protas has publicly called
for Holzman’s ouster from
the chairmanship and called
his integrity into question,
stating in his “Sisters Voice”
email circular that Holzman
should “step down and let
someone with integrity and
an understanding of how
public processes are meant
to work take your place. The
community does not ben-
efit from your statements
and spin to help out a friend
(Eurosports owner Brad
Boyd).”

From the chair, Holzman
evinced little patience with
Protas, telling him he had
three minutes to complete his
testimony. Protas heatedly
objected and refused to limit
his testimony. The two men
then proceeded to argue for
several minutes over whether
Protas had one more min-
ute to speak. Holzman gav-
eled Protas out of order and
instructed outgoing planning
director Pauline Hardie to call
the sheriff to remove Protas
from the speaker’s podium.

At that point, planning
commissioner Darryl Tewalt

LETTER FROM SISTERS CITY HALL

Back-in Parking: Back-in parking should be in our rearview mirror within 90 days. In
order to remove the parking, the City needs to amend its adopted Transportation System
Plan and Comprehensive Plan which, requires 35 day notification to the State. After that
the Planning Commission will need to hear the matter and then forward the matter to the
City Council for final approval. Look for changes by June 5, just in time for the rodeo.

Community Development Director: Patrick Davenport has been hired as the new
Community Development Director. He has an extensive background working for local
government in planning and community development with almost nine years of related
experience working in North Carolina, West Virginia and Virginia. Patrick also worked
for the U.S. Department of Defense in Afghanistan and U.S. Agency for International
Development in Haiti. He received his master’s degree in Public Administration from
James Madison University in Virginia and a Parks and Recreation Management degree
from East Carolina University in North Carolina. Patrick and his family have lived in
Bend for 4 years. Patrick replaces Pauline Hardie, who has accepted a position in Bend.

intervened and began a dis-
cussion with Protas on the
finer points of noticing
requirements. It is not stan-
dard practice for planning
commissioners to engage in
a discussion with citizens
giving testimony at a public
hearing, but Holzman did not
gavel the exchange.

Tewalt’s intervention ulti-
mately seemed to calm the
roiled waters. After consider-
able back-and-forth, Tewalt
noted to Protas that, “we’re
trying to fix a problem that
you brought up.”

Roy Dean, serving in
his first meeting as a newly
appointed planning commis-
sioner, noted that, regardless
of interpretation of the previ-
ously existing code, the new
language makes the point
explicit and unambiguously
clear: all Type II decisions
must go to the planning com-
mission for the option for
potential call-up — which

AMAZIG NEW
GEAR ARRIVING

FOR SPRING!

151 W. Main Ave., Sisters
541-549-FISH | Open 7 days a week

Good luck to both Patrick and Pauline.

Food Carts: The City Council has given direction to the Planning Commission to
address food carts and recommend changes to the Development Code. Major concerns
regarding the existing Eurosports decision have been addressed by legal counsel and
City Council. The Council supports the decision from the Community Development De-
partment and the decision will stand. The public will have opportunity to provide input

during the Planning Commission process.

Business Licenses: Transient Merchant Licenses and Public Events: The Council con-
tinues to work out the details of these issues to ensure there are no unintended conse-
quences. Another workshop to discuss proposed changes will be on Thursday, March 12,
6 p.m. at City Hall. Changes being considered include fee structure, location of events,

Citywide events and more.

Mental Health: A Community Mental Health Forum will be held Thursday, March 12,
6 p.m. at Sisters High School. The forum will address the needs and services available in
the community. Mental health is the number five statewide goal of the League of Oregon

Cities, and the City of Sisters supports this goal.

As always, if you have questions or concerns about anything going on in the City of
Sisters, please contact one of your City Councilors (their contact information is on the

City website) or City Hall at 541-549-6022.

is what everybody says they
want.

“That’s what we need
to focus on — whether the
objective has been accom-
plished — and I think it has,”
he said.

The code now also explic-
itly requires that “all decisions
(Type II and III) approved by
the planning commission shall
be emailed to City Council
members on the date the deci-
sion is mail(ed) to the appli-
cant. Two or more members
of the City Council may initi-
ate review of a Type II or III
decision.” (Type III decisions
included master plans and
major variances and the like).

The hearing marked
Pauline Hardie’s last plan-
ning commission meeting in
Sisters as she takes a position
in Bend and hands over the
reins of the department to new
Community Development
Director Patrick Davenport
(see related story, page 1).
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