
Wednesday, February 11, 2015 The Nugget Newspaper, Sisters, Oregon        29

NuggetNews.com
Your online source for Sisters

As one looks out into the 
night sky it’s possible to look 
beyond Neptune, where lies 
a region known as the Kui-
per (produced “kyper”) Belt, 
a part of space filled with icy 
objects. This frozen expanse 
holds trillions of objects, rem-
nants of the early times of the 
solar system’s beginnings. 

In 1951 astronomer Gerard 
Kuiper expanded upon ear-
lier findings and predicted 
the existence of a belt of icy 
objects that now bears his 
name. The Kuiper belt is an 
elliptical plane in space span-
ning from 30 to 50 times 
Earth’s distance from the sun, 
or 2.5 to 4.5 billion miles. The 
belt is similar to the asteroid 
belt found between Mars and 
Jupiter, although the objects in 
the Kuiper Belt are believed to 
be icy rather than rocky.

Scientists estimate that 
thousands of bodies more than 
62 miles in diameter travel 
around the sun within this belt, 
along with trillions of smaller 
objects, many of which are 
short-period comets. 

The desire to know more 
about this distant section of 
the solar system and the Kui-
per Belt Objects (KBOs) is 
what’s driving a new study, 
known as RECON: Research 

and Education Collaborative 
Occultation Network.

The  RECON s tudy, 
financed in part by the 
National Science Foundation 
(NSF), will involve over 60 
high schools, 12 colleges and 
community colleges, seven 
astronomy clubs, and two 
astronomy education centers 
from Northern Washington 
state to the Mexican boarder. 
NSF funding for RECON will 
also be used to provide cam-
era systems to 54 sites and 
46 CPC-1100 telescopes to 
several of the communities 
— one of which is the Sisters 
Astronomy Club (SAC).

Rima Givot, Sisters High 
School (SHS) science teacher, 
will be collaborating with 
Redmond High School and 
SAC in setting up the student 
crews to operate the telescopes 
and cameras. 

“The RECON project 
offers a great opportunity for 
students to participate in a 
collaborative astronomical 
study,” Givot said. “SHS stu-
dents will be invited to join 
the Sisters astronomy group 
to view stars slated to be 
obscured by asteroids in the 
Kuiper Belt and to assist in 
recording the events through-
out the year. 

“This unique project has the 
potential to involve many com-
munity citizen-scientists along 

the West Coast, and it will be 
rewarding for our students to 
be able to contribute to our 
community efforts. I am very 
excited that we are able to be 
a part of the RECON project.”

Ron Thorkildson and 
Thomas Jeffrey will teach the 
students how to operate the 
equipment. Both will attend 
a RECON work session in 
Pasco, Washington, April 
16-19 to learn how to operate 
the data collecting equipment, 
and return to Sisters with a 
CPC-1100 11-inch telescope, 
camera system, timing device, 
focusing mask, adapters, lap-
top computer and battery pack 
for the students’ use.

By early May, the network 
will be fully prepared to con-
duct up to eight coordinated 
observation campaigns of 
Kuiper Belt Objects each year 
through 2019.

SHS students to view space objects
By Jim anderson
Correspondent

ron Thorkildson and Thomas Jeffrey preparing a telescope to help ShS 
students who will be viewing Kuiper Belt objects in may.
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Rock Ridge 2
$475,000  mls 201410232

Overlooks South Meadow Pool Complex

G Y d M i P i i l B k 541 420 6708

Great Location on 2.5 Acres

South Meadow 222
$789,000  mls 201408917

Furnished

Home!

290 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters 
541-588-6614

metoliuspropertysales.com

Doug Roberts 
Principal Broker, GRI, CRB 

541-280-6199
dougrobertsMPS@gmail.com

1031 E. Timber Pine Dr., Sisters
Beautiful home features granite counter tops 
in kitchen, greatroom with propane fi replace, 
main-fl oor master, and large deck overlook-
ing Whychus Creek. Upstairs has 2 bedrooms, 
bath, bonus room and hobby room. Easy dis-
tance to shopping, schools, library. $535,000

On Whychus Creek

Ellen Wood, 
Broker, GRI, ABR

541-588-0033
541-588-6614

290 E. Cascade Ave., Sisters
(Across from Sisters Bakery)

Ell W d

(Across from Sisters Bakery)

www.SearchingCentralOregon.com

         Ellen iu the beut 
Realtor we have ever 
had work for uu! Her 
integrity and honeuty 
iu beyond reproach.”
– Bob & Linda Burke
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Ali Mayea  Broker, GRI, Green

541-480-9658  221 S Ash St., Sisters

www.aliofsisters.com  |  alimayea@bendcable.com

Your Agent CAN 
Make A Difference

Realtors® Represent Buyer’s Side
Percent change in the DOLLAR VALUE buyer is willing 

to offer for a STAGED HOME compared to similar home:

Staged 
home has 
increase 
of 6% to 
10% of 

the dollar 
value

Staged 
home has 
increase 
of 11% to 

15%of 
the dollar 

value

Staged 
home has 
increase 
of 16% to 

20% of 
the dollar 

value

DOLLAR VALUE 

STAGED HOME 
32%

Staged 
home has 

increase of 
1% to 5% 

of the 
dollar value

Not sure Staged 
home had 
a negative 

impact 
compared 
to similar 

homes

No impact 
on dollar 

value

625 N. Arrowleaf Trail

Principal Broker 
ABR, CDPE,CIAS, GRI

541-480-0183

www.sandygoodsell.com
Licensed Broker in the State of Oregon

Integrity • Service • Quality

SISTERS AREA
541-549-1577

Licensed • Bonded • Insured
CCB# 177412

541•771•5778
— SPECIALIZING IN —

Interior/Exterior 
Remodeling

Cedar & Custom Decks

Staining & Painting

Vacation-Home Caretaking

Special Carpentry Projects

Moulding & Trim-Work

Mill-Work

Home Maintenance


