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Land Trust director to speak at forum

By Craig F. Eisenbeis

Correspondent

Last year, the Sisters Trails
Alliance (STA) began offer-
ing a series of formal quar-
terly presentations by speak-
ers focusing on outdoor rec-
reation. This year, the series
continues.

Scheduled to speak next
week is Deschutes Land Trust
(DLT) Executive Director
Brad Chalfant.

Chalfant and DLT have had
a tremendous impact on con-
servation of land and natural
resources in the Deschutes
River Basin and, even more
specifically, in the Sisters area.
Actually, the DLT was sort of
“born” in Sisters. Created in
1996 to provide stewardship
for the Indian Ford Meadow
remnant of Indian Ford Ranch,
the DLT has grown to include
thousands of acres — and it
continues to grow.

DLT has also been in the
news for its creation of the
Camp Polk Meadow Preserve,
Whychus Canyon Preserve,
and restoration of large por-
tions of Whychus Creek.
Its current “Campaign for
Whychus Creek” seeks to
further protect and restore the
creek, which is indisputably
an important centerpiece for
all of Sisters Country.

Chalfant has a long his-
tory in Central Oregon and
the Sisters area. An avid out-
doorsman, he enjoys hiking,
cycling, and skiing. As a long-
time trails advocate, he was
a cofounder of the Central
Oregon Trails Alliance, the
parent organization of STA.
He went on to co-found the
DLT and is currently the
senior member of the Oregon
State Parks Commission.
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Next Thursday’s talk is
titled “Connecting People
to Place,” and is expected
to focus on DLT’s efforts to
“protect and restore essential
wildlife habitat,” as well as
touching on the role and oper-
ation of a land trust and what
that means to the community.

“While our focus is the
protection of high-priority
wildlife habitat, we try hard to
afford appropriate access for
the public,” Chalfant said.

“We firmly believe that
it’s important for the public
to experience these places
and the resources they hold in
order to develop both a strong
conservation ethic, as well as
a connection to this place we
call home. Each property is
unique,” he said. “Where a
preserve can afford a reason-
able amount of public access,
we’ll try to develop trails
that are open to the general
public. Where preserves con-
tain highly sensitive wildlife
habitat, access is provided by
guided tours.”

During the presentation,
Chalfant will also report on
DLT’s newest initiative.

“The Deschutes Land Trust
has launched its Campaign
for Whychus Creek,” he said.
“Our hope is to bring it (the
creek) back to its full poten-
tial, not only for reintroduc-
tion of salmon and steelhead,
but for the whole range of
species that depend upon the
creek, its floodplain and asso-
ciated uplands. The intent is
to raise the balance of funds
needed to acquire the remain-
ing key properties, raise the
funds for their permanent
stewardship, as well as raising
the funds to create new access
and interpretation along lower
Whychus Creek.
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“Recreation is the driver
of Central Oregon’s economy.
It’s a big part of our quality of
life and the reason many of us
live here,” said Chalfant. “For
the Land Trust, it’s an impor-
tant tool for connecting people
to place and building a conser-
vation ethic. The Sisters Trails
Alliance is an increasingly
important partner for local
land managers, be it the Forest
Service or the Deschutes Land
Trust, in terms of leveraging
limited resources and provid-
ing the recreational opportuni-
ties our community needs.”

STA’s newest board
member — as of last week
— is Bjarne Holm, a geolo-
gist with extensive experi-
ence in Alaska. A year ago,
he was STA’s first speaker
in this series; and he was so
impressed with the work that
STA does, that he volunteered
to coordinate future speaking
events — and now he is also a
member of the board.

“My house looks down on
Whychus Creek in an area pro-
tected by the Deschutes Land
Trust,” Holm said. “I’m really
excited about the restoration
of the creek and stream flow.”

Holm is also excited to
have Chalfant on next week’s
agenda.

“The STA strives to arrange
speakers for the series as an
outreach effort to our commu-
nity on topics relating to trails
and other aspects of recreation
and our outdoor environ-
ment,” he said. “The efforts
of the Deschutes Land Trust
have achieved amazing results
leading to the restoration,
management and preserva-
tion of streams, rivers, and the
ecosystem in general within
our county. Brad will review
accomplishments and future
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SISTERS URBAN RENEWAL AGENCY
- NOTICE OF SUPPLEMENTAL BUDGET HEARING

« For supplemental budgets proposing a change in any fund's expendituras by more than 10 percent.

A public hearing on a proposed supplemental budget for

iIor the cument fiscal year will be held at

Sisters Urban Renewal Agency. Deschutes Cnunlz, State of Oregon

520 E. Cascade Ave, Sisters, OR

{(Agency Name)

The hearing will take place on January 22, 2015 at 7:00

Dato] {Tme]

The purpose of the hearing is to discuss the supplemental budget with interested persons

A copy of the budget may be i or abtained on or after January 14, 2015 _ at
(Datej
XAM OAM
§20 E. Cascade Ave. + between the hours of 8.00 OPM and $:00 XPM.
(Location) (Time) (Time)
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aam
XPM.

SUMMARY OF PROPOSED BUDGET CHANGES
AMOUNTS SHOWN ARE REVISED TOTALS IN THOSE FUNDS BEING MODIFIED

FUND: Urban Renewal Project Fund

Resource
1 Loan Proceeds

Amount
$100,000

Revised Total Fund Resources

$778,928|
Comments:

2015 Facade Grants financed with Bank of the Cascades loan.

Expenditure Amount
1 Capital Outlay $100,000
Revised Total Fund Requirements $778,928)

PHOTO PROVIDED

Deschutes Land Trust Executive Director Brad Chalfant will speak next
week as part of a lecture series sponsored by the Sisters Trails Alliance.

plans for the Land Trust, as
well as how citizens of our
community can become more
involved and become effective
stewards of our environment.”

The presentation will be
held on Thursday, January 22,
in the Sisters-Camp Sherman
fire station community hall in
downtown Sisters at 355 S.

Elm St. Doors will open at 6
p-m., and the formal program
will begin at 7 p.m. The pro-
gram is free and open to the
public.

For more information
about next week’s program or
the STA, contact Ann Marland
at 541-549-7006 or visit www.
sisterstrails.com.

Phone and Internet Discounts
Available to CenturyLink Customers

The Oregon Public Utility Commission designated
CenturyLink as an Eligible Telecommunications Carrier within
its service area for universal service purposes. CenturyLink’s
basic local service rates for residential voice lines are $12.80-
$14.80 per month and business services are $26.00-$30.50 per
month. Specific rates will be provided upon request.

CenturyLink participates in a government benefit program
(Lifeline) to make residential telephone service more affordable
to eligible low-income individuals and families. Eligible
customers are those that meet eligibility standards as defined
by the FCC and state commissions. Residents who live on
federally recognized Tribal Lands may qualify for additional
Tribal benefits if they participate in certain additional federal
eligibility programs. The Lifeline discount is available for only
one telephone per household, which can be either a wireline or
wireless telephone. A household is defined for the purposes of
the Lifeline program as any individual or group of individuals
who live together at the same address and share income
and expenses. Lifeline service is not transferable, and only
eligible consumers may enroll in the program. Consumers
who willfully make false statements in order to obtain Lifeline
telephone service can be punished by fine or imprisonment and
can be barred from the program.

Lifeline eligible subscribers may also qualify for reliable home
high-speed Internet service up to 1.5Mbps for $9.95* per month
for the first 12 months of service. Please call 1-866-541-3330 or
visit centurylink.com/internetbasics for more information.

If you live in a CenturyLink service area, please call 1-888-
833-9522 or visit centurylink.com/lifeline with questions or to
request an application for the Lifeline program.

*CenturyLink Internet Basics Program — Residential customers only
who qualify based on meeting income level or program participation
eligibility requirements, and requires remaining eligible for the entire
offer period. First bill will include charges for the \first full month of
service billed in advance, prorated charges for service from the date of
installation to bill date, and one-time charges and fees described above.
Qualifying customers may keep this program for a maximum of 60 months
after service activation provided customer still qualifies during that time.
Listed High-Speed Internet rate of $9.95/mo. applies for first 12 months of
service (after which the rate reverts to $14.95/mo. for the next 48 months
of service), and requires a 12-month term agreement. Customer must either
lease a modem/router from CenturyLink for an additional monthly charge
or independently purchase a modem/router, and a one-time High-Speed
Internet activation fee applies. A one-time professional installation charge
(if selected by customer) and a one-time shipping and handling fee applies
to customer’s modem/router. General — Services not available everywhere.
Have not have subscribed to CenturyLink Internet service within the last 90
days and are not a current CenturyLink customer. CenturyLink may change
or cancel services or substitute similar services at its sole discretion without
notice. Offer, plans, and stated rates are subject to change and may vary by
service area. Deposit may be required. Additional restrictions apply. Terms
and Conditions — All products and services listed are governed by tariffs,
terms of service, or terms and conditions posted at centurylink.com. Taxes,
Fees, and Surcharges — Applicable taxes, fees, and surcharges include a
carrier Universal Service charge, carrier cost recovery surcharges, state and
local fees that vary by area and certain in-state surcharges. Cost recovery
fees are not taxes or government-required charges for use. Taxes, fees, and
surcharges apply based on standard monthly, not promotional, rates.
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